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DA GOLDCOAST

Italian Renaissance Alive
HOTA 30 March to 4 August

Important Course Dates:

=  Easter break: 30 March - 14 April
= Term 2 commences 15 April
= Semester ends Friday 14 June

LETTERA DEL VICE PRESIDENTE

Dear Members and Friends
I hope you and your family enjoyed a happy and safe Easter.

President Giovanna is presently overseas visiting family. We wish her a well deserved break. Speaking of a break,
it’s hard to believe that our mid-term break is upon us. | hope you have all enjoyed this first term and are reaping
the benefits of our Dante accredited worldwide language program and the benefits of our excellently trained
teachers.

We have a new Social and Cultural sub-committee who are planning events for our members and friends. Please
‘watch this space’ for details and we look forward to your joining us.

Looking forward to our continuing after the break.
Saluti

Gino Moro
Vice-Presidente

Happy Easter
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SCHOOL NEWS

Ciao a tutti,

This week sees the end of Term 1 (first 9 weeks). During this 2 week break, there will be no mini-courses offered.
There are several classes which will be done early due to upcoming public holidays - Labour day.
Please ensure, if this affects you, that you talk to your teacher.

For the first time, we have received international students from Vanuatu doing private classes for a week whilst
here. All booked through the internet!!

We are offering new classes of Italian for Travellers and Beginners 1 both day and evening classes. If you are
interested or know anyone, please complete the online enrolment form. No payment required as yet until the
class is confirmed. | am just waiting for the last confirmations to decide if these will go ahead. The morning class
Lingua, Cultura e Societa will also restart and is confirmed.

Hoping you all had a peaceful Easter.
Rita

Important Course Dates

Easter break - 30 March - 14 April
Term 2 commences - 15 April
Semester ends - 14 June

Conversation classes in March
Grazie to Gaia for having guided students through this mini course. We hope to offer another block of 4
classes next term.

Private classes
Several private classes will continue through the break. If you would like to request one, please fill in the form
online.

Any questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 55270797 or email me:
ritalopresti@hotmail.com

Rt - School Divector
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Charlotte celebrates her birthday
Classe Monday Night Advanced

DANTE CORO was delighted to join in the fun to celebrate Fred Allsopp’s 100th birthday. How special it was
for him to have his son & daughter visit from the south along with his granddaughter & partner with whom he

lives. We sang & danced to some of his favourites: You made me love You.... Happy Days are here

Again  ..... & Daisy
He was truly an inspiration to us all & we all departed feeling uplifted. The staff at COASIT are to be

congratulated on the caring & dignified manner in which they treat all of the guests.

_ ,:v.’;?mn
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ITALIAN FESTIVALS IN APRIL

SCOPPIO DEL CARRO (Explosion of the Cart)

This Florentine festival is a unique Italian Easter tradition, held on Easter
Sunday. Dating back 350 years, the celebration features an elaborate wagon
built in 1622 and standing two to three storeys high. It is pulled by white oxen
to the Piazza del Duomo, escorted by soldiers, musicians and ordinary
Florentines in medieval costume. It is loaded with fireworks. A wire connects
the cart to a mechanical dove on the cathedral’s high altar. At the end of
Easter Mass, during the singing of Gloria, the Archbishop of Florence lights
the dove. It flies down the wire, collides with the cart, and sets off a firework
display which lights up the sky in a blaze of colour. If the complex ritual
proceeds smoothly and all the fireworks go off, good luck is ensured for a good
harvest for the year. It also promises good luck for the city and its citizens.

ROME’S BIRTHDAY: 21 APRIL
Colomba, a cake covered in Rome celebrates its founding supposedly by Romulus in 753 BC.
toasted almonds and shaped Museums, archaeological sites and monuments are open to the
like a dove, is eaten for public without charge. There is music, food, wine and dancing
dessert on Easter Sunday. across the city, notably in Piazza del Campidoglio, and fireworks

SAGRA DEL CIAMBELLINO

Sinalunga, south-east of Siena, hosts one of Italy’s sweetest festivals,
traditionally celebrated on Easter Sunday. The “Festival of the Little
Donut” celebrates a local treat, known as a Ciambellino. This mini
donut is a typical dessert of the Val di Chiana Senese, and is often
enjoyed soaked in vinsanto, (sweet wine), coffee or cappuccino. The
classic recipe, in addition to the extra virgin olive oil of Rigomagno,
includes suaar. eaas. vanilla. butter. liaueur and aniseeds.

LA SAGRA DEL CARCIOFO:5 -14 APRIL

Romanesco is a festival held annually in the town of Ladispoli, located about 35 kilometers
northwest of Rome. The festival is dedicated to the Romanesco artichoke, a flowering vegetable
typical of the Lazio region. The festival takes place in April and lasts about 10 days.

FESTA DEL BOCOLO (ROSEBUD FESTIVAL) - VENICE: 25 APRIL

This is also known as the Feast of Saint Mark. On this day, men traditionally give a single
rosebud to the women they love. Legend has it, the tradition originated in the 8th century,
when a man of low social standing fell in love with a noblewoman. To win her father's
approval, he became involved in a distant war. He was mortally wounded in battle but
managed to pluck a rose from a nearby rosebush for his loved one. A companion was entrusted
with returning the blood-stained rose to his lover. April 25th is a public holiday in Italy to
mark the fall of the 20th-century Fascist regime.

SARDINIA FEAST

Tresnuraghes, a small village, hosts a traditional Sardinian feast with hundreds of people
attending. Local shepherd families offer sheep and oversee cooking them in a gesture of thanks
to Providence. Other families offer bread as thanksgiving or for favours desired.

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
07 55755772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters
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Deanna Nott, Classe Intermedio 3
Sometimes you read something and it inspires you to write:

This happened to me today after | read the latest Dante Gold Coast newsletter. Following on from the
Pecorino wine discussion, | will share a short story of a piccola citta Termoli, about 30 minutes drive south of
my father’s home town of Vasto in Abruzzo. While I had tasted Pecorino before - several times in Vasto, in
fact - the best la bottiglia I have had the opportunity to devour was at a rather unique restaurant called Pesce
Nostrum, situated at the end of Termoli port’s main arm.

While my husband Patric drove from our previous destination of Polignano a Mare, | searched on the internet
to find a special place for il pranzo prior to our arrival in Vasto. | found Pesce Nostrum (Porto di Termoli
Molo Nord Est) and it was fantastic. We had to wait for the restaurant to open but when it did, we were led to
a table upstairs with great views....but it is the stunning Pecorino wine and delicious seafood that we
remember. The Mottagrossa Pecorino Terre di Chieti IGT for 20 Euro is highly recommended. | remember its
deep yellow green colour and it smelt like honey and balsamic vinegar. It was delicious.

If you do have the chance to visit, please try their stunning Grigliata mista and Chitarrina alle vongole.
Visit pescenostrum.it to see pictures and view the quality menu! And also remember to take la passeggiata
dopo ...you will need the walk along the port after eating your fill!

o

And on the subject of Italian foods and eating:

“Vuol favorire?” “Will you do the honour of sharing my food/drink with me?”
“Hai gli occhi piu grandi della pancial”  “Your eyes are bigger than your stomach.”
“Ho una fame da lupo.” “I’m as hungry as a wolf.”

“Sono pieno come un uovo.” “I can’t eat anymore.” Literally, I’m full as an egg.

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
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ITALIAN RENNAISANCE ALIVE EXHIBITION AT HOTA (Home of the Arts) www.hota.com.au
Saturday, 30 March 2024 to Sunday, 4 August 2024, Open daily 10am-3pm.

The exhibition covers
the 14th to 17th
centuries and showcases
works by Leonardo da
Vinci, Botticelli,
Michelangelo,
Caravaggio and more.
Tickets: Adults from
$39 weekends, $29
weekdays. Dante
Student Discounts from
$25,

HOTA Member from
$23.

Le signore a pranzo del venerdi al Gold Coast
Italo Australian Club. Ogni venerdi Ester
organizza questi gruppi per essere insieme a
chiacchierare e pranzare.

In piedi, Vilma, Giovanna, Ina e Roberta.
Seduti, Concetta ed Ester.

Il comitato per il 2024 ha alcuni nuovi membri. Per presentarli, abbiamo chiesto:

Come ti chiami? Jaqueline — studentessa, Lingua e Grammatica Livello Progredito

Dove abiti? Clear Island Waters

Dove sei nata? A Perth

Perché studi la lingua italiana? Mia madre era italiana e ricordo le serate in cucina quando mia madre e
mia nonna parlavano insieme e ricordo ancora alcune parole di quei tempi.

Parli altre lingue? Ho studiato francese all'universita e nel corso degli anni ho studiato
anche giapponese (non ricordo nullal), greco, spagnolo e russo.

Qual ¢ la tua citta preferita in Italia? Venezia, la citta di mia mamma. Vedi qui sopra una mia foto preferita.

Che lavoro fai? Ho lavorato prima come insegnante di scuola superiore e quando i miei
figli erano piccoli, ho studiato Legge per diventare Avvocato.

Cosa ti piace fare quando non Mi piace la fotografia. Anche dipingo e sono un‘artista del mosaico.

lavori? Amo la musica e ho suonato il pianoforte, il violino e il sassofono. Ho

comprato una balalaika, pensando a quanto potesse essere difficile
imparare con solo tre corde. Che ho scoperto, molto difficile.
Preferisci leggere o guardare la
TV? Preferisco leggere soprattutto libri di storia.
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Studenti delle classi “Advanced 2” e “Italian for Travellers” al lavoro

Studenti delle classi “Italian for Travellers” ricevono i loro
Certificati di Partecipazione

ANNIVERSARIES THIS YEAR OF
SOME FAMOUS ITALIANS

700 years from death

Marco Polo (Venezia 1254-1324)

explorer and writer

150 years from birth

Guglielmo Marconi (Bologna 1874-
Roma 1937) scientist, physicist;
awarded the Nobel Prize

100 years from birth
Walter Chiari (Verona 1924-Milano
1991) actor

100 years from death
Giacomo Puccini (Lucca 1858-Belgio
1924) composer

90 years from birth
Jimmy Fontana (Camerino 1934-
Roma 2013) singer

50 years from death
Vittorio De Sica (Frosinone 1901-
Francia 1974) actor and director

20 years from death
Nino Manfedi (Castro dei Volsci
1921-Roma 2004) actor

ANNIVERSARI QUEST’ANNO DI
ALCUNI ITALIANI FAMOSI

700 anni dalla morte

Marco Polo (Venezia 1254-1324)

viaggiatore e scrittore

150 anni dalla nascita

Guglielmo Marconi (Bologna 1874-
Roma 1937) scienziato, fisico, premio
Nobel

100 anni dalla nascita
Walter Chiari (Verona 1924-Milano
1991) attore

100 anni dalla morte
Giacomo Puccini (Lucca 1858-Belgio
1924) compositore

90 anni dalla nascita
Jimmy Fontana (Camerino 1934-
Roma 2013) cantante

50 anni dalla morte
Vittorio De Sica (Frosinone 1901-
Francia 1974) attore e regista

20 anni dalla morte
Nino Manfedi (Castro dei Volsci
1921-Roma 2004) attore
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OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS - GRAZIE!

THE GOLD COAST
ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB

COLLAS MORO ROSS _ :
18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters

Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings

Ph 07 5539 9099 www.italoaustralianclub.com.au

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
Web: www.cmrlawyers.com.au
20/47 Watts Drive
VARSITY LAKES

Brisbane Business Equipment

Unit 1, 747 Fairfield Road

Yeerongpilly Qld 4105
ITALIAN SPOKEN Ph: 07 3255 9500

E: admin@bbe.net.au
BRISBANE BUSINESS EQUIPMEN]

Small Business Specialists E R A R D Contact us today

G
Specialists in SMSF w 07 55321733

Income Tax Returns or call Gerard direct on

Business Advisory O 41 2 7 5 3 3 3 9

Financial Planning & Investment Advice A S S 0 ( | AT E S

www.wilkes.com.au

Retirement & Estate Planning info@wilkes.com.au
CHARTERED

ACCOUNTANTS
FOR GENUINE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & ADVICE

EST. 1977 Family Owned and Operated

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AUSTRALIA + NEW ZEALAND

yommercial Tower 3, Level 5, 9 Lawson Street , Southport Qld 4215

And finally, a brief note on April Fool’s Day, in Italy known as “Pesce d’Aprile”

Pesce d’aprile i.e. April Fish, is Italy’s own version of April Fools.

The idea is that you draw a small fish on a piece of paper, cut it out, and tape it on a friend’s back
without them noticing and without being able to see or reach it.

The poor friend becomes the April Fool, walking around with a Pesce — fish — taped to his or her
back until someone asks: L’hai visto? (Have you seen him?) The target will answer: Chi? (Who?)
And you tell them: Il pesce d’aprile! (The April fish).

The person with the fish on their back then realizes that they have been had!
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