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DANTE NEWS 

GOLD COAST 

August/agosto  2024 

DATE CLAIMER 

 
9

th
 August 10.30 am – 11.30 a.m  

Dante library open 

 

11
th

 August 9.30 am  Car Rally 

Matta Mattinata in Macchina 

 

16
th

 August - I Bimbi Bilingue workshop  

 

25
th

 August Ferragosto Lunch 

Gold Coast Italo Australian Club 

 
7

th
 September Students’ travels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Dear members and friends 

 

Welcome to all new members. Information about our Gold Coast society is on our Web page, including  past newsletters,   

photo gallery,  Italian interviews  and  information about classes. It is very interesting have a look.  

 

We extend our condolences to Natalina Di Pietro’s family. Memories of Natalina are on Pagina 4. 

 

I will be at the Dante rooms on Friday 9th August from 10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. before going to lunch at the Gold Coast 

Italo Australian Club.  You are welcome to visit our rooms that morning, have a coffee or tea and check out the library.  

 

Thank you to Jaquie and Nessy who are organising our car rally this year. It is an excellent opportunity to learn directions 

in Italian. Life member, Luisa Liussi  started this 30 years ago.  See her comments on Pagina 5. 

 

We invite you to a  a seminar/workshop  run by teacher Sara Bologna.  The theme is bilingualism and it is of interest to 

anyone  who is learning a new language but particularly the families where more than one language is spoken at home. 

The talk will be in Italian and English. (depending on the people present) It will be very interesting to talk with Sara 

about her experiences.  We thank the Brisbane Dante Alighieri Society for their assistance. There will be light 

refreshments offered after the presentation. Please let me know numbers by the 13th August. Please see attached flyer.  

 

On the 25th August we are going to the Gold Coast Italo Australian Club for a Ferragosto Lunch.  Come listen or dance 

to the wonderful Italian entertainment. Please book directly with the club and tell them you are with the Dante group.  

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this newsletter. Looking forward to seeing you all at these coming events.   

 

Cordiali saluti,                Giovanna Santomauro 

 

Cav. Giovanna Santomauro 

Presidente.  Societa` Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc 
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Ciao a tutti, 

 

Our classes have resumed, and numbers are good in all classes. We welcome our Italian for Travellers group. We hope 

the course is of benefit to you and hope you develop a love of the language and want to study more with us! 

 

Several of our students are in Italy presently. We would love to hear from you with an accompanying photo so we can 

put it into our newsletter. 

 

Car Rally 11
th

 August 

What a wonderful opportunity to participate in an activity where  you get to use Italian!! Hope you will join us. 

 

Certificates from end of Semester 1  

The certificates of attendance for Beg 1-3 were written up late but were ready for the commencement of Semester 2. If 

you have not returned, please let me know so you can make arrangements to collect it. Unfortunately, we are unable to 

mail these out. 

 

Changes to -End of semester course certificates 

Our courses run in blocks of 18 weeks and the Italian for Travellers courses is of 8 weeks. At the conclusion of these 

courses, we do prepare and give out Certificates of participation. Some of our long time students requested not to have 

these prepared and so in the past few years, we have only prepared for Italian for Travellers, Beginners 1, 2 and 3. As it 

is a certificate of participation, we will only be preparing certificates for the completion of at least 15 lesson of the 18 

for the semester courses and at least 7 of the 8 for Italian for Travellers. 

If you are in other levels and would like to receive a certificate for work reason etc, please let the teacher know at the 

end of the semester and a certificate will be prepared if you have completed the minimum number of weeks necessary. 

 

July Conversation Classes 

Unfortunately, these conversation classes with Gaia had to be cancelled due to low numbers. 

 

Successful in obtaining a Grant 

I am proud to say that thanks to our treasurer and student, Gerard, we were successful in obtaining a $5000 grant. Aula 

1 will soon be receiving new chairs. 

 

Tea /Coffee 

Just a reminder during the cooler months, black tea, herbal tea and coffee are available before and during the classes 

with a biscuit. Cost $1 cash! 

 

Private Classes 

If you are interested in private classes, prices and the online form are available on the website. 

 

Any ideas, questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 55270797 or email me:  

info@dantegoldcoast.com                                                                                      

                                                                 Rita           
        School Director  

 

 

   

mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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La vacanza 2024 della studentessa Deanna Nott. Returning to Italy in 2024 - Take off to Sicily - Taormina   

 
After Ortigia we headed to Taormina, where we did not need our car, so returned our hire car at Avis in town after 

dropping our bags at the Hotel Continental. This hotel is a ‘hidden gem’ with its stunning rooftop Sky Bar that serves 

lovely cocktails with spectacular views of Mt Etna. Make sure you pay for the upgrade to a larger, modernised room. 

Ours had piccolo water views but has a balcony where you can sit and also dry clothes after hand washing!  

 

Ok. Some other tips … 

 

The Greek Theatre from 301BC is such a marvel. We saw it in Sep 22 but this time being early June it was much 

better… cooler, less crowded and FREE because we went on a Sunday, saving 24 Euro - a nice surprise! Also we 

visited at 7pm which was much more pleasant than our midday scorching hot first visit 

 

Go to three restaurants - first up Osteria da Rita. It’s not possible to reserve a table so do what we did - turn up at 1700 

and get a table straight away. I know it’s early but so worth it when you are crunching down on delicious Classica 

Bruschetta and vino locale per 18 euro una bottiglia … and there is line of people wistfully wishing they were you 

lol  try the involtini spada and spaghetti da zia Rita … there won’t be any regrets!!! The staff were excellent and do not 

rush you. Big tip. Share share share … servings are huge.  

 

Second must visit is Tishi Toshi. Book in advance. We went on 1 June but booked at Christmas!!! Enjoy the owner 

playing guitar while you try their caponata, spada and pasta alla norma. Also … a cannolo condividere … 

 

Third is Ristorante Rosmarino… it’s a bit more expensive but very tasty. Located quite close to the Rocce Forte hotel 

made more famous by White Lotus and the Villa Giardini public gardens.  

 

I also recommend the Mendolia Beach Club near Isola Bella - 30 euro per couple. We tried another in a nearby town 

but it wasn’t as good … 

And for those interested in something quirky…. Let me tell you about the Penises … yes, you read right. Penises of all 

shapes and sizes at Bar Turrusi atop the nearby town of Castelmola. Delicious almond wine and arancini in unique 

surrounds - all focused on Greek mythology with penises bringing good luck and fertility etc …Guide books say you 

can easily walk there from Taormina in an hour. Unless you are Uber fit, I suggest taking a car, cab or bus!!! 

Next stop Lerici!!! 
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MEMORIES OF NATALINA DI PIETRO  

 

Natalina di Pietro was born in Alexandria Egypt on the 23
rd

 

December 1929. She had 4 children, 13 grandchildren and 9 great 

grandchildren. Natalina spoke  many languages. She was a long-

standing member of the Gold Coast Dante Alighieri Society and the 

Gold Coast Italo Australian Club.  

 
Elogio  per Natalina di Pietro. scritto dalla nipote Melina. 

 

Natalina nasce ad Alessandria d'Egitto  il  23 dicembre  1929. È la  

prima  dei  sei  figli  di  Edwin  e  Concetta Attard. Natalina cresce  

ad Alessandria , città  multiculturale  e  questo le  darà  l'opportunità  

di  crearsi  un  notevole  bagaglio  culturale  studiando più  lingue. 

 

Seguirà  molto  giovane  i  genitori, prima in Inghilterra  dopo  in  

Italia  . Spirito  di avventura e indipendenza  faranno di   Natalina 

una vera "cittadina  del  mondo ".  Ad  Alessandria   Natalina ha 

conosciuto  Gaetano  Di Pietro  che diventerà  il suo  grande amore e  

il  padre  dei  loro  4  figli -  Teresa, Raimondo, Tony e Diana.  La 

famiglia  nel corso   degli  anni,  si arricchisce   con  18  nipoti  e 9  

splendidi  pronipoti.  

 

Meta  finale  per la famiglia   Di Pietro  sara'  l'Australia  e, 

Melbourne  diventerà  la loro  città  di  residenza. 

 

Natalina   ha sempre  mantenuto un  legame  affettivo   con  

Alessandria, per cui  dovrà  affrontare   un  notevole  cambiamento  

essendo  lontana  dai suoi  amici  e dalla famiglia  che pensa  spesso 

con  tanto  rimpianto.  Per lei  è  arrivato   il momento di affrontare  

 con  coraggio  le vicissitudini  cui   va incontro  e  fa  di tutto per  

inserirsi  in  questo   ( nuovo   mondo ). 

 

Natalina  ha un grande  carattere   e ben presto  si arricchisce   di 

nuovi  amici,  organizzando   prelibati  pranzi  e festose  serate  

 rallegrate  da musica e  balli. 

 

amore per la  famiglia,  spirito d'avventura   e  gioia  di vivere   sono 

stati   i cardini  più   importanti   nella vita  di  Natalina,  la quale  è  

 stata  tra  l’altro,  anche  un membro   del Gold  Coast  Italo 

Australian Club. (tradotto da Francesca Manuele)                 

 

R..I.P. NATALINA DI PIETRO 

23/12/1929 – 16/6/2024 
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 MATTA MATTINATA IN MACCHINA 

Some of you may recognise this image, 

TARTARUGA (turtle), ever present at Dante’s 

past car rallies. If you received one then you’ll 

know that there have been several handed out in 

the past years. And one  is ready for  Sunday 

11th August. 

 
We felt that RALLY AUTOMOBILISTICO, 

RADUNO DI AUTO, RALLY DI AUTO, sono 

parole senza COLPO, are words without a hit to 

catch the eye so we named  the rally MATTA 

MACCHINATA IN MACCHINA (crazy 

morning in the car) So everyone, dress  up  your 

cars, bring a picnic, bring your friends, and join 

the Dante for una matta mattinata in macchina 

in a secret place that Jaquie and Nessy  have 

found. When you arrive you need to report to 

Jaquie or Nessy.  If you are staying after the 

prizes are presented,remember that there are no 

facilities there so you need to bring your own 

water and whatever you need for your picnic. 

There will be bocce balls to play bocce while 

you are there.    Luisa Liussi 

 

   
 

 

 

2017 Car Rally 

 
Gino with ,Jana,  Azzurra and Abby 

 
Brian and Wendy Bell 

 
Jan, Sue and Jamie 
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Students Jaslar Pearl and Maggie Carey. 

 
Jaslar joined us earlier this year. He is a 24 year  

old fashion designer from Melbourne and he 

runs his own fashion label “Jaslar Pearl”, 

studing at LCI Melbourne and participating 

at Melbourne Fashion Week and Festival for 

multiple years.  Jaslar hopes to move to Italy 

next year and work at an Italian fashion house 

to grow his skills.  You can check out his work 

on his website:  jaslarpearlstore.com 

or his Instagram @jaslarpearl. We will 

interview him in next month”s newsletter.  

 

 

  

 

Jaslar learning how to play the Italian card 

Game “Scopa” with John Santomauro after 

lunch at the Gold Coast Italo Australian 

Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tuesday night Italian for Travellers  students 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What would your wishes be if you had Aladdin’s Lamp? 

 

Un’ipotesi inconsueta - Cosa faresti se avessi  a disposizione 

la lampada di Aladino? 

Ecco le mie risposte alla lampada di Aladino: 

 

Il mio primo desiderio sarebbe quello di pagare i debiti di tutti 

quelli che conosco. Il mio secondo desiderio sarebbe che il mio 

cane vivesse per sempre, e infine vorrei avere un budget di 

viaggio illimitato per coprire tutte le spese di viaggio per 

sempre.       

  Scritto da HayleyInter 3 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DANTE SOCIAL 

 

 

 
Dante students and friends went to Crispy at Burleigh for 

their recent Social outing on the 26
th

 July. 
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THE GOLD COAST ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 

 

 

 
   Come join us for lunch on Fridays from 12 noon 

at  the Gold Coast Italo Australian Club.  You can 

 practice speaking Italian with native speakers.  

 

 

DANTE LIBRARY 

Open before class and Friday               

9
th 

August   10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 

 
Nessy replacing books on shelves 

 
Thank you to our librarians Yen Musgrove 

and Adolfo Matthews  (pictured) for 

cataloguing our resources.  

 

 
Sincere condolences to her family and the   

Gold Coast Multicultural Community.  
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  OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS.  GRAZIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATTA MATTINATA IN MACCHINA  - SUNDAY 11
TH

 AUGUST 2024  

A leisurely Car Rally following Italian instructions to reach the final destination. 

Meet at the Dante rooms from 9.30 a.m. for tea / coffee and receive instructions 

RSVP 8/8/24  Giovanna – 07 5539 5528 

gsantomauro23@gmail.com 

                                                  

 

 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 

 

Ph 07 5539 9099 

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web:  www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

20/47 Watts Drive 

VARSITY LAKES 

 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 
 

 

 

THE GOLD COAST 

ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 
 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings 

www.italoaustralianclub.com.au 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gsantomauro23@gmail.com
mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
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