
     

  

       

               
  

 LETTERA DEL PRESIDENTE 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DANTE NEWS 

GOLD COAST 

 August/agosto 2025 

DATE CLAIMER 
 

 

August 15 - Ferrogosto – Pizza & Bocce 

           Dante Piazza @ 5.30pm 

 

September 6 - Italian Wine tasting 

 

October 13-19 – La Settimana della 

       Lingua Italiana  

 

 

    

 

Dear Members and friends 

 

I hope you are keeping well and warm in this cool weather.  We went to Enzo’s Cucina Labrador for our end of term 

dinner.  Thank you to Manager, Andrea, who looked after us really well and to Chef Antonino who gave us some 

wonderful surprises, including the celebration cake in the photo below.  They also gave us a glass of limoncello to finish 

off the evening. Thank you to our School Director/Vice President, Rita for organising this evening and to all the students 

and other members who came along.  

 

Our next social function will be to celebrate Ferragosto with a Pizza and Bocce night on Friday 15th August.  A flyer has 

previously been sent out by email to all our members and friends.  Come along to learn how to play bocce! If you have 

not had a chance to book before the closing date, we will still take bookings until the 7th August. Pay directly into the 

Dante bank account and contact Nessy at: npile7@bigpond.com   I look forward to seeing you there.  

 
Thank you to everyone who contributed articles for this newsletter. 

Rita Lo Presti, Michelle Hartman, Nessy Pile, Jaquie Shelton and 

Deanna Nott.  

 

We welcome any contributions to our newsletter. 

  Please share any Italian travel tips, Italian study tips, 

  Italian movies you saw on Netflix etc. 

 

Cordiali saluti 

 

Giovanna Santomauro 

Cav. Giovanna Santomauro 

Presidente 

Società Dante Alighieri Gold Coast inc. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Società Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc                 President: Giovanna Santomauro   07 5539 5528                                                                                      

Office: 07 5575 5772                                                          Secretary: Anna Domaneschi          07 5526 0170                                       

www.dantegoldcoast.com.au                                              School Director: Rita Lo Presti        0494 398 438                                                

info@dantegoldcoast.com      Editor: Nessy Pile          0409 644 505 

P.O. Box 6862 Gold Coast Mail Centre Qld. 9726 Facebook: Dante Gold Coast Australia 

2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters. Qld. 4226        Instagram: @dantegoldcoast                                          
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Ciao a tutti, 

Our semester 2 classes have now resumed. I would like to thank all our wonderful students/members for their 

continued support. Your keenness to re-enrol and participate in our classes makes organizing them so much easier. 

We welcome our Italian for Travellers groups. We hope the course is of benefit to you and hope you develop a love 

of the language and want to study more with us! 

This is the semester when students are overseas and/or returning home. You can re-enrol into a class on your return. 

Please contact me. 

 

Our school year - Important for students to read 

Some students are finding it hard to understand our school year and when they must pay. The school year consists of 

2 semesters. We have the first half of the year, Semester 1, and it is broken into two parts, with the Easter holidays in 

the middle. Therefore, we have Term 1 and Term 2. Most people pay for the whole semester, so they know they have 

paid until June. 

Semester 2 starts in the second half of the year. Payment is usually due again in July. This semester is broken into 

two, again with the September school holidays in the middle. This now is Term 3 and Term 4. Term 4 finishes in 

November. 

Sometimes the payment amounts of these terms may be different depending on how many weeks until the break. For 

example, if Easter is early, Term 1 may be 8 weeks and Term 2, 10 weeks. 

 

End of semester course certificates 

Our courses run in blocks of 18 weeks, and the Italian for Travellers courses are 8 weeks. At the conclusion of these 

courses, we prepare and give out Certificates of participation. Some of our long time students has requested not to 

receive certificates and so in the past few years, we have only prepared  certificates for Italian for Travellers, 

Beginners 1, 2 and 3. As it is a certificate of participation, we will only be preparing certificates for the completion 

of at least 15 lesson of 18 for the semester courses and at least 7 of the 8 for Italian for Travellers. 

If you are in other levels and would like to receive a certificate for work reasons etc, please let the teacher know at 

the end of the semester and a certificate will be prepared if you have completed the minimum number of weeks 

necessary. 

 

Tea and Coffee at breaks 

It’s that time of year when it’s cooler and everyone wants a hot drink. There is no charge for black tea and coffee. 

You may BYO herbal tea bag if you wish. We do have an Aldi machine in Aula 1. If you have Aldi pods, you can use 

this machine to make a coffee. Please ensure there is water in the reservoir. 

 

End of Semester Dinner at Enzo’s Cucina, Labrador (article by Michelle Hartman) 

The Dante family had a delightful night out at Enzo’s Cucina Labrador on Friday, 27 June. 

Gathered around a long communal table, we were treated to an endless parade of mouthwatering Italian dishes -

focaccia, arancini, pizza, pasta, calamari, and more. The plates just kept arriving until we laughed and said, Non più - 

siamo pieni!(“No more - we’re full!”). 

Then came a highlight of the night: Antonino, the Sicilian chef, stepped out from the kitchen to greet us. We shared 

stories, photos, and laughs about our Italian families. To top it off, he surprised us with a homemade ricottamisù cake 

and glasses of limoncello crafted especially for our celebration. And yes, despite full bellies, there’s always room for 

cake. 

We wrapped up around 9p.m, many of us leaving with boxes of leftover pasta, pizza, and dessert-ready to relive the 

experience all over again the next day!   

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any ideas, questions or concerns about our school, please call me on 0494 398 438  

                          or email me:  info@dantegoldcoast.com              

                                                                                       Rita          School Director   

                                                                                                                                           

 

  

 

mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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Ferragosto che cosa è? Storia e origine del Ferragosto 15 Agosto Corso di italiano gratis - YouTube 

 

 

 
Ferragosto is a public holiday in Italy, with most businesses, offices, and schools closed, allowing people to join in 
celebrations and festivities nationwide. 
 
Ferragosto, celebrated on August 15, is one of Italy's most cherished holidays. The tradition dates back to ancient 
Rome when Emperor Augustus declared the holiday in 18 BC as Feriae Augusti, or the Festivals of Augustus. 
Originally, it was a time to rest after the hard work of the summer harvest, with celebrations and feasts marking 
the peak of the season. This holiday eventually merged with the Christian observance of the Assumption of Mary, 
which honours the belief that the Virgin Mary was taken to heaven. Today, Ferragosto reflects both of these 
influences, blending ancient Roman tradition with Christian meaning. 
 
Ferragosto in Italy is celebrated with great enthusiasm as it falls during the height of summer. Many Italians take 
vacations, and cities become quieter as people head to the coast or mountains for relaxation. Beaches are packed with 
families and friends enjoying the warm weather, and popular destinations like the Amalfi Coast, Sardinia, and Sicily 
see an influx of tourists. There are outdoor festivals, concerts, and fireworks for those who stay in cities. In some 
regions, people host communal feasts, and it's common to have barbecues or picnics. Traditional dishes vary by 
region, but grilled meats, pasta, and seafood are popular for Ferragosto meals. 
 
The importance of Ferragosto lies in its role as a day of rest, reflection, and togetherness. It marks a pause in the year, 
allowing people to step back from their routines and enjoy time with loved ones. For many Italians, Ferragosto is also 
a time to celebrate summer at its peak, revelling in nature and local traditions. It strengthens community bonds and 
brings families together, making it both a cultural and spiritual highlight of the Italian calendar. Ferragosto is a 
celebration of Italy's history and a joyful reminder of the importance of leisure, family, and tradition. 
 

 

 

 

   
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X63u3mFs38I
https://www.datetimeonline.com/holidays/italy/assumption-day
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Pizza and Bocce 
Night 

 
 
 

Join us for an evening of Pizza & Bocce on 15 August @ 5.30pm in the Dante Piazza to celebrate Ferragosto. 
RSVP by 7/8/25, write your name on the list in Aula 1 or Aula2, or email npile7@bigpond.com and pay $25 per 
head into Bank Account, BSB 034-216, A/C 862414 
The air will be filled with the enticing aromas of pizzas baking, crisp crusts and bubbling cheese promising 

delights yet to come. Laughter rings out as the first bocce balls roll, marking the start of a night that brings 

together the best of food and fun. 

Pizza and bocce are both rooted in tradition and community. Pizza, with its humble origins in Italy, has 

become a universal symbol of sharing—a meal that brings people together around the same table. Bocce, 

too, is a game of connection, played in parks and piazzas across generations, always accompanied by stories 

and laughter. 

On this special evening of Ferragosto, we celebrate not just these cherished traditions, but also the bonds 

that grow stronger when we gather, share a meal, and play together. 
================================================================================ 

The Island Odyssey Kicks Off in Ponza 
By Deanna Nott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I may not have mentioned earlier, but this year’s adventure is officially dubbed The Island Odyssey! Our first 
stop? Ponza, a gem in the Tyrrhenian Sea. Picture an imaginary triangle between Rome and Naples – Ponza sits 
at its apex. After six days here, we’ve learned it’s a rustic yet pricey haven for well-heeled Italians.  
 
Getting to Ponza has a few options. We chose a train from Rome to the coastal town of Formia, followed by a 
ferry to the island. After discovering Ponza last year through fellow travellers in Ischia, we booked the Hotel 
Chiaia di Luna via https://www.booking.com/Share-XKP5YS. At $2,200 for five nights in a sea-view double 
room, this family-run hotel is considered one of Ponza’s finest. It’s comfortable, though by Australian standards, 
it’s more like a 3.5-star with some quirks. For instance, the island’s hottest nightclub was literally outside our 
window. Sunday to Thursday, the music stopped at 10:30 PM, but Friday and Saturday, the €15 minimum for a 
drink (including a basic spritz) venue kept going until midnight. Not an issue for us, as we’ve embraced our 
inner Italian night owls, but early sleepers, take note.  
 
What makes the hotel special? The sunsets. Watching the bright orange sun dip behind Ponza’s cliffs is unreal—
they even play the Close Encounters of the Third Kind soundtrack each evening to mark the moment! By day, the 
hotel delivers. Breakfast is a highlight… sweet-tooths should dive into the Sorrento orange cake, while savoury 
fans can load up on scrambled eggs, bacon and a DIY caprese with spectacular tomatoes and mozzarella. 
Espresso flows freely. The large, clean pool is surrounded by plenty of lettini sunbeds – grab an undercover one 
early to avoid baking in the sun.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

https://www.booking.com/Share-XKP5YS
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Here’s a quick rundown of our Ponza itinerary:  
 
Day 1: After a long journey from Saturnia in Tuscany, we arrived and dined at a waterfront restaurant near the 
port. It was oddly more “international” than traditional Italian, catering to locals craving smaller, non-Italian 
portions. Exhausted, we crashed.  
 
Day 2: We headed to the port to rent a beautiful barca (€120) and circumnavigated Ponza, stopping at its 
stunning beaches. Five hours on the water was pure bliss. After freshening up, we hit Bar Maga Circe 
https://www.facebook.com/p/Bar-Maga-Circe-100054323328473/?locale=it_IT for aperitivi. By day, it’s a 
bar/gelateria; by night, it’s all about cocktails. The snacks paired with our wine were so good we could’ve 
skipped dinner at Trattoria La Favara https://www.facebook.com/p/Trattoria-La-Favara-61555938226770/ 
next door, but the food there was solid.  
 
Day 3: A slight travel bug kept us poolside, which turned out to be a relaxing day. For aperitivi, we tried 
Pasticceria Gildo https://pasticceriagildo.it/. We should have gone home but instead, dined next door at 
Trattoria La Lanterna https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g194853-d3417330-Reviews-
Trattoria_la_Lanterna-Ponza_Island_Province_of_Latina_Lazio.html. We overdid it with four plates, including our 
first spada of the trip. Lesson learned: we were already full!  
 
Day 4: We rented another boat to visit Palmarola, inspired by Margot Robbie’s trip there last year. It was a 
highlight of the odyssey so far! The crossing was a bit rough, but Palmarola’s crystal-clear waters, perfect 
swimming temperature and lunch at O Francese.  https://ofrancese.wixsite.com/ofrancese/il-ristorante/—
anchovies, salads, and a litre of house white, made it unforgettable. Fun fact: it’s also a hotel!  
 
Day 5: We took a €7 round-trip ferry to Frontone Beach. Booking an umbrella and chairs (€30) in advance 
would’ve been smart, but we snagged the last two. The water was breathtaking. Showers cost extra, but toilets 
are free.  
 
Day 6: We’d planned to rent a scooter but opted for another pool day instead. It was glorious.  
 
Would I return to Ponza? Probably not. That said, it’s worth a visit if you’re after a less touristy, upscale island 
vibe with stunning scenery and a taste of Italian high life.  
 
It is a ‘locals’ holiday experience. 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next stop, vibrant Napoli!  

 
 

 

  
 

https://www.facebook.com/p/Bar-Maga-Circe-100054323328473/?locale=it_IT
https://www.facebook.com/p/Trattoria-La-Favara-61555938226770/
https://pasticceriagildo.it/
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g194853-d3417330-Reviews-Trattoria_la_Lanterna-Ponza_Island_Province_of_Latina_Lazio.html
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Restaurant_Review-g194853-d3417330-Reviews-Trattoria_la_Lanterna-Ponza_Island_Province_of_Latina_Lazio.html
https://ofrancese.wixsite.com/ofrancese/il-ristorante/%E2%80%94anchovies
https://ofrancese.wixsite.com/ofrancese/il-ristorante/%E2%80%94anchovies
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FESTIVALS IN AUGUST 

 

NB throughout ‘sestiere’ meaning ‘districts’ and ‘contrade’ meaning ‘neighbourhood’ 

1st Sunday in August La Quintana (and 2nd Saturday of July): Ascoli Piceno (Le Marche ). This 

historic jousting tournament has ancient roots in Ascoli Piceno. It was re-established in the 1950s and is 

now one of the best medieval festivals in the Marche. All six sestiere of Ascoli Piceno participate and each 

sestiere decorates its buildings with their insignias. The jousting is preceded by a huge parade with flag-

wavers, drum corps and people dressed in 15th-century costumes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Sunday in August: Palio del Golfo (Liguria) 

This raucous race of handmade rowboats takes places between the 13 maritime villages that border the 

Bay of La Spezia on the Ligurian Sea. Celebrations start in the days leading up to the race with a display 

of the boats, a dinner and fireworks.  An awards presentation takes place the day after the race. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday afternoon closest to 5 August: Giostra di Simone, Montisi (Tuscany) 

This festival of medieval games is held in the tiny hill town of Montisi. There is a costumed parade, 

followed by a tournament of knights representing the four contrade of the town, competing for a 

banner. The week prior to the tournament is busy with open-air communal dinners, entertainment and 

other events. The narrow streets are decorated with banners and flags. 

 

 

  

  
 

  
 

 

http://www.quintanadiascoli.it/
https://www.tripsavvy.com/festivals-in-italy-1547331
https://www.tripsavvy.com/marche-cities-map-and-guide-1547617
http://www.paliodelgolfo.it/
https://montisi-montalcino.com/pro-loco/
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5 August: Festa della Madonna della Neve (Rome) 

The Festival of the Madonna of the Snow celebrates a miraculous summer snowfall in the fourth century 

that prompted the building of the Santa Maria Maggiore Church, one of Rome's main churches. The 

festival includes music, light projections and a midnight reenactment of the snowfall which creates a 

surreal atmosphere on a warm summer evening.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 August: Festa dei Candelieri, Sassari (Sardinia) 

The most important Sardinian religious festival is held on the northwestern side of the island and 

commemorates the Madonna Assunta, who delivered Sassari from the plague in the 1600s. It involves 

townspeople carrying candelieri, which are oversized wooden columns that represent candlesticks, 

through the town in a race that is witnessed by as many as 100,000 onlookers. So significant is the Festa 

dei Candelieri that it is counted as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multi-day festival ending on 15 August:  Palio delle Pupe, Cappelle sul Tavo (Pescara) 

This historic festival ends with a most unusual event. Specially designed pupe, or female effigies drawn 

on carts, are wheeled into the town sports field. Fireworks launch from different parts of their bodies until 

the grand finale, when a pinwheel firework is launched from each effigy's head. The most spectacular 

effigy and fireworks display wins the tournament for that year. The tradition is thought to relate to ancient 

fertility rites and, more practically, to the custom of keeping scarecrow-like figures in the fields around 

town. 

 

  

  

  

https://www.tripsavvy.com/top-churches-in-rome-1547888
https://www.tripsavvy.com/the-top-things-to-do-in-sardinia-italy-4151637
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  OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS.  GRAZIE 

 

 

 

 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 

 

Ph 07 5539 9099 

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web:  www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

20/47 Watts Drive 

VARSITY LAKES 

 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 
 

 

 

THE GOLD COAST 

ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 
 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings 

www.italoaustralianclub.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

Word of the day:  

 

‘Fazzoletto’ (fat-tso-LET-to).  Handkerchief or a head scarf. 

‘Fazzoletto di carta’ is a tissue. 

‘Fazzoletto di terra’ is a tiny plot of land; colloquially, ‘pocket-sized’ piece of land.  

 For example, ‘un fazzoletto di giardino’ meaning ‘a tiny plot for a garden’.  

 

 

mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
http://www.italoaustralianclub.com.au/

