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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

Dear members 

 

Thank you all for your support this year. We certainly 

finished off the year with a fantastic Apericena  Christmas 

party.  The food everyone brought to share was delicious, 

the Dante choir sang beautifully and everyone joined in the 

singing. There are some photos in this newsletter and  more  

on our Web site and Facebook page. Thank you to our 

sponsors, Gerard Wilkes & Associates, Collas Moro Ross 

and Canale Travel Service. 

 

In this newsletter, several students have contributed 

information about their experience at schools in Italy.  

 

Our regular courses have now finished for the year and  will 

resume in February.  There are some Summer mini courses  

in December and  January - all information is on our Web. 

 

Please show your support of our Society by renewing your 

membership. When you renew your membership we will 

issue you with the 2018 sticker to put on your membership 

card. For discounts in Italy, please go to the Web site: 

www.ladante.it/associati.  

 

Cordiali saluti,     Giovanna. 

 

 
 

Vi Auguriamo un Buon Natale                          
e un Felice Anno Nuovo. 

 

  

 

   

 

Società Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc. 

December/dicembre  2017 

ISSN 2206 - 9828 

Like us on Facebook – Dante Gold Coast 
We are also on Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/dantegoldcoast/  
 

www.ladante.it/associati 

(discounts in Italy for members) 
 

 DATE CLAIMERS 2018 
 

PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

January mini courses 

12
th

 January Early Bird price finishes 

Wednesday 17
th

 January  enrolments 

in our rooms 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Monday 5
th

  February classes resume 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

THE GOLD COAST                                          

ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Ph:  5575 1966    

www.italoaustralianclub.com.au 

HOURS: Tuesday,Wednesday,Thursday                        

11 a.m. – 2p.m.      5 p.m. – 8.30 p.m.               

Friday 11 a.m. till late 

Saturday 4 p.m. till late 

Sunday 31
st
 December  New Year’s Eve 

Function. Please phone Club for bookings. 

http://italoaustralianclub.com.au/events/  

 

  

FOR GENUINE PROFESSIONAL                      

SERVICE & ADVICE 

 

GERARD WILKES & ASSOCIATES 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Family owned & operated. Est. 1977 

Ph. 5532 1733 

email:  admin@wilkes.com.au 

P.O. Box 1932 Southport Q. 4215 

www.wilkes.com.au 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT: Giovanna Santomauro 5539 5528    SCHOOL DIRECTOR:  Rita Lo Presti  5527 0797 

http://www.dantegoldcoast.com.au/
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https://www.instagram.com/dantegoldcoast/
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   SCHOOL NEWS    

As we wind down after the busy year, we reflect 

upon the year. We can say happily that 2017 was 

another successful year for the Dante.  

I would like to express firstly my thank you to the 

Dante teachers for their continuous work in trying to 

provide a wide range of classes and activities for our 

students. Grazie. Oriana will not be with us for the 

first part of the year as she returns to Italy. All the 

best to you Oriana and hope to see you back here at 

the Dante. 

 

Student Certificate Night and Serata Apericena 

What a wonderful evening we had on Friday night. 

We each received an aperitivo on arrival as we 

mingled and caught up with friends and classmates 

and those just recently returned from Italy. Students 

received their certificates and then there was a 

smorgasbord of wonderful food to be shared. The 

Christmas trivia was loads of fun creating our first 

ever tiebreaker followed by panettone and other 

Christmas treats. Thank you to all the committee 

members who helped prepare for this occasion. 

 

Summer Mini Courses 2017-2018 

 

                   
 
We have had a wonderful response to mini courses 

over the Summer break. I thank you for your 

understanding about prepaying for courses. This 

makes life sooo much easier with your commitment. I 

have confirmed by email all the 2017 mini courses 

running and will confirm 2018 courses in the near 

future. 

 

              Buon Natale a tutti.    
 
     If you have any questions or concerns-    

               Please  call me on 55270797 

  Or      Email- info@dantegoldcoast.com 

 

                                   Rita School Director  
 

    Important Dates 

   'Early bird special':      $400 
     Includes $20 annual membership 

 

       ** Must be received on or before 

                    Friday 12th January** 

 

            After the 12
th

 Jan -  $420 
 

    Late direct deposits will pay the higher rate. 

Payment -    Cash /     Cheque /   * Direct Debit      
                                                         BSB 034216    

                                                               Acct No   862414 

  *Use Surname of Payee as Reference 

 

Enrolment form 

Every student either new or returning must 

complete a new enrolment form. 

 

Classes commence the week beginning Monday 

5
th
  February 2018.  

 
Please publicize  the Dante 

Our students and our members are our best 

advertisers. We would appreciate it very much if 

you would let your friends, work colleagues etc 

know about us. If you would like any flyers, we 

would be happy to give you some to pass on to 

them or for letterbox drops!! 

 

 
Wednesday morning class with teacher Oriana 

 

 
Beginners 1 class with  teacher Charlotte 

More photos on web page: 

www.dantegoldcoast.com.au 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
http://www.dantegoldcoast.com.au/
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FESTA DI NATALE ALLA DANTE 

 
  Il 24 Novembre la Dante ha festeggiato un'altro fantastico 

evento con la cena degli studenti. La divertentissima 

"apericena" si è svolta nelle classe della scuola Dante 

Alighieri con più di 50 persone. Una fantastica serata tra cibo 

buonissimo preparato dai partecipanti, trivia ed il fantastico 

coro. I numerosi partecipanti ogni anno dimostrano quanto la 

"famiglia" della Dante stia crescendo ogni anno, e vedere così 

tanti studenti divertirsi e partecipare alle numerose attività, è 

testamento del duro lavoro della presidentessa Giovanna e 

della direttrice della Scuola Rita, insieme alle appassionate 

insegnanti. Grazie Dante per un'altro fantastico evento.   

 

                        (Charlotte, insegnante e traduttrice) 
        

La festa di Natale di quest'anno e' stata un vero successo! 

L'apericena, con spritz di benvenuto e cicchetti, ha contribuito a 

creare un'atmosfera allegra e festiva. Il simpatico coro della 

Dante ci ha fatto cantare tutti assieme e ci ha fatto assaporare la 

magia del Natale. E' stata una bellissima occasione per rivedere 

gli studenti, le altre insegnanti e il comitato della scuola e 

scambiarsi gli auguri di un sereno Natale!   A presto!    

      

     Martina Barzan 

 La serata Apericena  

La cena per gli studenti e soci della Dante a conclusione del 

semestre verra’ ricordata come una piacevolissima serata in 

compagnia di amici, buon cibo, divertimento, musica e giochi.  

In particolare vorrei fare i miei complimenti alle studentesse 

delle classi Introduction to Italian e Beginners 1 che si sono 

cimentate con allegria e spensieratezza in due brevi poesie ed 

alla loro insegnante Astrid che ne ha egregiamente curato la 

preparazione.  

Ci sono stati altri momenti importanti: il Trivia ed i canti natalizi 

del coro Dante Cantanti, il cui entusiamo e’ sempre contagioso.  

Auguro a tutti voi un Natale sereno ed uno spumeggiante 2018 

con la speranza di ritrovarvi ancora piu’ numerosi l’anno 

prossimo.      
Martina Medda 

 

 
Direttrice dei corsi, Rita Lo Presti con Astrid Pennisi e studenti 

L’ANGOLO DELLA POESIA 
 (a cura di Connie Canale) 

 

E’ NATALE 

 
Notte magica, questa notte! 
Nel cielo trapunto di stelle 

Un astro da Oriente avanza fulgente, 
Fuggono nel cuore il buio e l’ansia, 

Affidi i sogni irreali alla stella, 
Come i Re Magi. 

Annuncia al mondo che il suo Re 
E’ sceso in mezzo a noi 
A donare luce e amore. 

Svela all’uomo della vita il suo mistero. 
Deposto ha le vesti d’oro, 

Indossa poveri panni 
Come un umile pastorello. 
D’alito un bue e un’asinello 

Calore gli danno 
Nella gelida stalla di Betlemme, 

Ove, gregge nude, da vento freddo, 
Sferzate, rincorrono la mangiatoia dell’amore. 

   Giuseppe Muoio 

 

La cena di Natale di venerdì 24 novembre è 

stata molto piacevole. Come ogni  ritrovo tra 

amici, è stata un’occasione per rincontrarsi e 

chiacchierare in un’atmosfera informale e 

gioiosa. Persino le studentesse Vickie 

McKeown e Jenni Gale non hanno voluto 

perdersi la festa, nonostante fossero ritornate da 

un lungo viaggio in Italia il giorno stesso. La 

convivialità delle nostre feste è ben nota e 

infatti non è mancato il cibo, in grande varietà e 

quantità, da soddisfare ogni palato. Una 

menzione particolare meritano i deliziosi 

gnocchi fatti a mano da Wilma. Gli ospiti sono 

stati intrattenuti dal coro che ha intonato canti 

natalizi sia in italiano che in inglese, 

coinvolgendo i presenti. La serata si è conclusa 

con il trivia di Natale organizzato dalla nostra 
Astrid, che ha scatenato lo spirito competitivo 

dei partecipanti.                                            

Buon Natale a tutti voi ed alle vostre famiglie.  

                                     Giulia Torello-Hill 
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NOTABLE AUSTRALIANS OF ITALIAN HERITAGE ( 10 ) 

 

ETTORE CHECCHI - (1853 – 1946) 
Ettore Checchi was born in Pisa, Italy, the twelfth child of Leopoldo Checchi, a policeman and a teacher, and his wife 

Carlotta. Ettore was 5 when his father passed away, however he went on to study civil engineering in Florence.  After 

graduation he found that times in Italy were hard and work in his field was scarce.  So along with two of his friends 

(Pietro Baracchi* and Enrico Catani*), they decided to migrate to New Zealand.  Once there they found that even in 

New Zealand work in their field was scarce, so all three made the decision to migrate to Australia in 1876. 

 

Soon all three found jobs in their respective fields with Checchi being appointed draftsman in the Department of 

Lands and Survey in Melbourne.  He worked in harbours, jetties, and coastal works, and by 1887 became assistant 

engineer.  The following year he was transferred to the Department of Water Supply to supervise water trusts and 

other works, and by 1889 he oversaw river gauging and water measurements, and supervised water boring operations. 

That same year he married Rebecca Rogers of Attunga. 

 

Checchi’s work in hydrography attracted world-wide attention for his organization of systematic river gauging 

throughout Victoria under the direction of Stuart Murray, and this laid the foundation for a scientific water 

conservation policy for Victoria. 

 

During the following six hard years he became engineer in charge of river gauging, irrigation trusts and the extensive 

Coliban and Geelong water supply systems.  In 1906 he was transferred to the newly constituted State River and 

Water Supply Commission and there he stayed until his retirement in 1926. 

 

Checchi’s contribution to Australian water resources development was in the supply of most of the technical data 

required relating to harnessing the River Murray. This data formed the basis for the recommendation in the report of 

the Interstate Conference of Engineers in 1913 which were embodied in the River Murray agreement of 1915 

between the three neighbouring states – Victoria, New South Wales, and South Australia, and the Commonwealth.  

Checchi was highly qualified to advise on matters of construction of reservoirs and weirs on the Murray, and on 

distribution of its waters. As chief engineering officer he was responsible for hydrographic examinations and 

investigations for storage sites along the Upper Murray including the site of the Hume Reservoir.  He was also 

involved in many other projects for water conservation including the first Eildon Dam. 

 

He is remembered as a large and powerful man of great physical strength who did most of the heavy work himself,  

especially when establishing gauging stations on most Victorian rivers and carrying out flow measurements which 

was very difficult work. Apart from being a design engineer, Checchi was also a fine mathematician, and a real 

gentleman. 

 

In 1926 Cecchi retired to pursue his hobby of making guitars. He also enjoyed building and racing model yachts on 

the Albert Park Lake. He and his wife had three sons  (two became doctors) and a daughter. He died in Hampton, 

Victoria in 1946. 
                            *Pietro Baracchi and Carlo Catani’s stories have appeared in previous editions of Dante Newsletters* 

 

          Connie Canale 

 

            
 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 
  

46 Watson Esplanade                                         

SURFERS PARADISE  4217 

PH. 07 55399099                                                       

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web: www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 
 

 

2018 membership 

renewal is now due.  

Please support our 

Society and renew your 

membership. (forms are 

on our Web site.) 

mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
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Some Italian language schools I’ve enjoyed 

Lucca Italian School (LIS)                                                                                                                     

Lucca is a beautiful walled city and the school has excellent teachers who appear  really devoted to the school and 

their students. Class allocation is via a discussion with one or two of the teachers and I found the level appropriate. 

I’ve attended the school twice, but for a number of other students it was their second, third or sixth time which attests 

to the quality of the teaching. Students have the one teacher for all classes - a point of difference  from some of the 

other schools. Of the students in my class, four have become ‘Luccans’ they so love the city – a German, Swede, 

Japanese and a Brazilian. The classes had a good mix of nationalities, mainly mature age students. There were plenty 

of excursions (some being optional extras) which were very interesting. Being the birth place of Puccini, there are 

Puccini concerts every night as well as occasional concerts in the botanical gardens and a music festival in the Piazza 

Napoleone during June/July. It’s very easy to while away some hours in all the piazzas which have plenty of 

restaurants and bars. The tree-lined wall (4.9k) offers a lovely retreat for walkers and cyclists with many bicycle hire 

shops adjacent to the walls. It’s an easy walk from the train station without heavy luggage and all parts of the city are 

accessible by foot. 

Bologna (ARCA)                                                                                                                                      

The school has a relaxed and friendly atmosphere and the teaching was excellent. Here there were two teachers – one 

for grammar and one for conversation. Again, class allocation was via dialogue with one of the teachers and the class 

level was appropriate. Most classes comprised mainly mature aged students. Homework was given (and corrected by 

the teacher) if one so wanted. Otherwise, the teachers appreciated that we were also on holiday so there was no 

obligation or expectation to do any homework. Teachers were also willing to go “off-syllabus” if we found 

something that interested us and wished to explore in more depth. Bologna hosts many festivals – art, music and the 

annual film festival held outdoors in Piazza Maggiore. (In true Italian style, the films start at about 9.15pm.) 

Everything is within walking distance - including the train station which makes it very easy to visit nearby cities 

such as Florence, Milan, Padua and even Venice on weekends. 

Montepulciano (Il Sasso)                                                                                                                                             

The first day there is a written test prior to being allocated to a class. Although I found the class level appropriate, I 

think the ‘interview’ system is better suited to most of we Aussies whose grammar is better than our speaking. There 

were predominantly mature age students with a few young ones to keep us on our toes. Here we had two teachers, 

one for grammar and one for conversation, both of whom were very good. Class size varied from week to week, 

usually between five and six, and there was a good mix of nationalities. Montepulciano is a very pretty little city 

with exceptional views and a number of interesting little cities in the vicinity including a spa. There are great 

restaurants and wine shops with the famous Vino Nobile. For those who don’t like hills (Montepulciano is all hills) 

there are community buses which travel regularly throughout the city. The international music school hosts festivals 

of music every year and it’s not unusual to stumble across improvised concerts conducted by first class performers 

on street corners. One also has the opportunity to attend master classes at the school in Palazzo Ricci. 

The only drawback I found was the lack of transport on  weekends. The train station for Montepulciano is actually 

Chiaciano Terme (not Montepulciano train station) which necessitates taking a connecting bus. There are only a 

couple of buses on the weekend at inopportune times. I would very happily return to Il Sasso for two weeks but for 
longer if I rented a car. 

Otranto, Puglia (Porta d’Oriente)  There were only several students at this small school so I ended up in a class 

with three others who were all teachers of Italian in other countries – rather confronting but good to get out of one’s 

comfort zone. The teacher was interested in all of us and after finding out I  enjoyed  writing, she gave me 
homework on a different subject each day which she would correct before class. 

I wanted to investigate this school as I’d never been so far south on the Adriatic side. Although I really enjoyed my 

time there, it was quite difficult to reach by train (about 7 hours from Rome) and thence bus (the Otranto train station 

doesn’t actually have a connection from Rome unless one travels via Lecce with inappropriate connection times). I 

was impressed by the crystal clear waters and amused by the families who would head off to the  beach at 7am and 

return at about 9pm… every day. Although it’s a little village, the Italians flock there in summer which somewhat 
detracts from the experience and makes crossing the road on a par with Rome. 

            Jillian Thomas 
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Venice with Luisa 
 
Can you fall in love with a city?  I fell in love with Venice in 2015 and this love affair was rekindled when, in 

October and with three of my Dante classmates, I attended Venice Italian School.  We went to Venice with Luisa, 

with her Venice With Luisa tour, and the experience in its totality was sensational.  

 

When you go to Venice Italian School you are made to feel welcome, to feel at home.  The teachers there are all very 

skilled, and it is safe for me to say that we all came away with greater knowledge, greater understanding and with 

greater confidence to speak Italian.  Every morning our first teacher was Jacopo, a teacher of great talent, who is 

innovative and a lot of fun.  He has written several books for students of Italian, and one he thought would be good 

for us is called Imparo l’italiano con Pinocchio by Jacopo Gorini.  It is available on Amazon. 

 

Being in Venice this time around with classmates Kathy, Linda and Catherine, and with Luisa as mentor and honorary 

‘local’, was the icing on the cake.  Over those sixteen days we forged friendships and together we made some great 

memories. We have been to school together and walked all over Venice together, crossing countless bridges spanning 

countless canals.  We have wandered along narrow, winding calle that lead to campi large and small, discovering 

things endlessly fascinating and breathtakingly beautiful, like the magnificent art and architecture that is Venice, the 

soft pastels and beauty of the lagoon and the palazzi, the monuments and fountains, the Grand Canal with its hallmark 

gondole, water taxis and vaporetti.  
 

 
         The Grand Canal at Sunset                                                        Catherine Johnson,  Linda Forsythe, Luisa Liussi,  

              Karen St Clair (author) and Kathie Klein 

 

 

There were hidden surprises and small delights at almost every turn: flowers and greenery cascading from a first floor 

balcony, the relief of a kind and compassionate Madonna in the wall above the church door, the decorative well in a 

private courtyard.  We have shared good food and good wine together:  dalle 18:00 or thereabouts, was aperitivo time 

followed by dinner at another great restaurant, often dining alfresco, the menu always pleasing.  

 

We went on several late afternoon cultural tours.  One of our tours finished at a bar where we had cicchetti, small 

snacks typical of Venice, such as baccala on crusty bread, accompanied by our ritualistic aperitivo.   

 

On one of the last nights in Venice we went to dinner in a Kosher restaurant.  We had been on a tour with professional 

guide Francesco, to the Jewish Ghetto.  This ghetto was the first in the world and its colourful and turbulent history 

was interesting and not just a little sad in places.  At the Kosher restaurant the food was fabulous, memorable for its 

flavours and uniqueness, reflecting as it did the origins of the Ghetto and the people who populated it through time, 

and the people who populate it now – a fusion of Middle Eastern, European and Italian.  The food in Venice was 

outstanding (one of the perks of being with our honorary ‘local’) and the food at this particular restaurant was that and 

more.   

  
            (Cont. p.7) 
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Venice with Luisa (Cont.) 
 

Night time in Venice is something else again.  It is beautiful.  By nightfall most of the tourists have gone and the 

sense of calm and quiet that is left in their wake is like a soothing balm, and as you stroll through the calle, as you 

dine alfresco in a campo, the shadows and silhouettes created by the soft incandescent light creates an atmosphere 

that is relaxing and gentle and somehow enchanting.  

 

Going to Venice?  Then go with Venice With Luisa.  You will get to meet some of the locals like the gondola 

builder, the lady who makes lace, and the family who supplies Venetians with only the best of Italian cheeses, and 

you will get to see and taste and touch and feel a side of this gorgeous city that very few will ever get to experience.    

By Karen St Clair, Intermediate Class at Dante Alighieri, Gold Coast 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RECANATI  

 

In May of this year I flew over to Italy to study at Campus L'infinito Recanati. In short, it was amazing and I 

wouldn't hesitate in returning for another month.  

 
I'm an 18 year old who studied at the Gold Coast school for almost two years and wanted to fully immerse myself in 

the culture and language to maximise my learning and experience.  The organizing of the trip itself was quite easy, 

the school aiding a lot in communicating with the Recanati campus and organizing packages. After the flight, the bus 

transfer from Fiumicino to the school took roughly 4 hours. 
 
When I arrived at the school I knew only a little Italian - enough to get by but not enough to be fluent - by the end of 

the course my italian had significantly improved. The opportunity to talk to locals and put what we have leant into 

real-life practice was incredible and an invaluable educational experience. However I found the classes were more 

concerned with grammar which made the days quiet dull. 
 
The accommodation was well planned, I only paid for simple accommodation and ended up living with a house full 

of other english speakers. It seemed as though many of the age groups were clumped together in accommodation.  
 
The town in itself was absolutely beautiful. Situated on the top of a mountain, looking over farm lands on one side 

then over Porto Recanati and the ocean the other side, walking 10 minutes to the school every day was definitely not 

a chore at all.  
 
One of the best features were the tours and day trips, going to Rome, Florence, Assisi, Bologna and many more. 

Enough time was given to adventure out for the day without being drawn out. 
 
Overall, as a beginner, the school was perfect in its teaching, in its beautiful location and the balance between study 

and entertainment.          Jordan Waite 

 

 



 
Società Dante Alighieri, Gold Coast Inc. 

PO Box 6862 , G.C.M.C 9726. 

Web address – www.dantegoldcoast.com.au 

Email address: info@dantegoldcoast.com 

 

 

2018  APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL 

 

Family Name (Mr,Ms,Mrs,Dr, ?)__________________________________________ 

 

Given Name(s)________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Persons Names if joining with a Family Membership ____________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________Post Code_______ 

 

Telephone H__________________W _______________Mobile________________ 

 

Fax____________________Email address__________________________________ 

 

Occupation__________________________________ Italian Citizen? Yes/No 

 

 

Single($20)________________ OR       Family ($25)_______________  

 

 

Signature________________________________________ Date________________ 

Payment may be made by  -    Cash /     Cheque  /      Direct Deposit into:      

                                                     BSB 034216    

                                                        Acct No   862414 

             *Use Surname as Reference of Payee 

 

http://www.dantegoldcoast.com.au/
mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com


Escorted by 

 Duilio Monteverde, Tel 0412 135 344 
 

14 MEMORABLE DAYS  

VISITING: 

 

*HONG KONG * SICILY *CALABRIA *  

* AMALFI COAST * SORRENTO* CAPRI * ROME  

Tour Departs Brisbane  

19 July 2018 



** Itinerary subject to change for reasons beyond our control ** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

19th July 2018 

Depart Brisbane. 

Arrive Hong Kong. On arrival we will be met and transferred to our hotel in a very central area of Hong Kong, in Kowloon for over-

night. 

  

20th July 2018 

Free time to explore the beautiful city of Hong Kong and do some shopping. 

In the evening return at our hotel for overnight. 

  

21st July 2018 

Today we will be transferred from our hotel to Hong Kong Airport to connect with our international flight to Palermo via Rome.  On 

arrival into Palermo we will be met and transferred to our hotel, rest of the day at leisure to explore the city of Palermo. Dinner and  

Overnight.(D) 

  

22nd July 2018 

Breakfast in hotel and departure for Trapani with sightseeing stops in Monreale and Erice. Erice is located on top of Mount Erice, at 

around 750 metres (2,460 ft) above sea level, overlooking the city of Trapani, the low western coast towards Marsala, the dramatic 

Punta del Saraceno and Capo San Vito to the north-east, and the Aegadian Islands on Sicily's north-western coast, providing spectacular 

views. In the evening return to our hotel in Palermo for dinner and overnight.(B,D) 

23rd July 2018 

After breakfast we will depart for the enchanting city of Cefalu’.  

Cefalù is a coastal city in northern Sicily, Italy. It’s known for its Norman cathedral, a 12th-century fortress-like structure with elaborate 

Byzantine mosaics and soaring twin towers. Nearby, the Mandralisca Museum is home to archaeological exhibits and a picture gallery 

with a portrait by Antonello da Messina. The beaches of Mazzaforno and Settefrati lie to the west. In the evening we will return to Pal-

ermo for dinner and overnight.(B,D) 

 

24th July 2018 

Breakfast in hotel and then we will travel to Acireale , check in to hotel and late afternoon we will visit Taormina. 

Taormina is a hilltop town on the east coast of Sicily. It sits near Mount Etna, an active volcano with trails leading to the summit. The 

town is known for the Teatro Antico di Taormina, an ancient Greco-­Roman theatre still used today. Near the theatre, cliffs drop to the 

sea forming coves with sandy beaches. A narrow stretch of sand connects to Isola Bella, a tiny island and nature reserve. Dinner and 

overnight in Acireale. (B,D) 

 

25th July 2018 

Today after breakfast we will depart to visit the famous  Mt Etna, with  stops and panoramic sighting of the  

villages. In the evening return to our hotel in Acireale for dinner and overnight. (B,D) 

 

26th July 2018 

After breakfast we will drive to Messina and the “Stretto di Messina” by ferry to Calabria and  discover the wonders of this beautiful 

region. Explore the region’s natural beauty, from its crystal clear water, rocky coastline and sandy beaches to the mountainous green 

woodland and pastures. On arrival in Tropea we will check in into our hotel for dinner and overnight. Afternoon free to explore this 

beautiful town. (B,D) 

  

27th July 2018 

After breakfast we will depart from Tropea for a full day excursion to Lipari Island. The Archipelago of the Aeolian Islands is 

UNESCO Heritage listed and consists of seven magnificent volcanic islands off the north east coast of Sicily. In the evening return to 

our hotel in Tropea for dinner and overnight. (B,D) 

  

28th July 2018 

After breakfast day at leisure to explore Tropea, known for its clifftop historic center, beaches and prized red onions. Built on a former 

Byzantine cemetery, the 12th-century cathedral has marble sarcophagi and a painting of the Madonna of Romania, the town’s protector. 

Nearby is a viewpoint over the hills. The centuries-old Santa Maria dell’Isola Church is on a rock overlooking the sea. We may enjoy the 

typical street markets or simply relax on the picturesque  beach and the blue sea. Dinner and overnight in our hotel. (B,D) 

 

29th July 2018 

Today we will depart Tropea for a pleasant and long drive admiring the scenery of the beautiful Calabria when we reach Battipaglia 

area we will take the spectacular drive via the  Amalfi  Coast on our way to  Sorrento. 

Dinner and overnight in Sorrento. (B,D) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Erice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trapani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marsala
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aegadian_Islands


30th July 2018 

Today we will have breakfast and a free day for shopping and admire and explore the beauty of this famous city of Sorrento. Dinner and 

over night at hotel. (B,D) 

 

31st July 2018 

After breakfast we have a guided excursion to the Island of Capri. Admire the colorful gardens of Augustus, overlooking the famed 

Faraglioni Rocks and Marina Piccola where Gracie Fields once lived. Free time to admire the elegant boutiques, stroll along the cob-

bled streets or simply relax on the beach. Optional visit to the spectacular Blue Grotto. In the afternoon return to our hotel for dinner 

and enjoy the magic night life that Sorrento can offer. Overnight. (B,D) 

 

 1st August 2018 

Today breakfast in hotel and departure for Rome with a stop in Pompei, the famous Roman city destroyed by the volcanic eruption of 

Vesuvius, soak up the breathtaking panoramic view of the Amalfi Coast, in the evening check into our hotel for dinner and overnight. 

(B,D) 
 

02nd August 2018 

Today we will visit with our local guide the main sites of Rome, the Colosseum, and Baroque Rome in the afternoon (Piazza Navona, 

Pantheon, Spanish steps). Don’t forget to drop a coin in the Trevi fountain to make sure you will come back! Dinner and overnight in our 

hotel. (B,D) 

 

03rd August 2018 

Today after breakfast for those returning to Australia, transfer to Rome Fiumicino Airport to connect with your flight home. 

For all those wishing to attend to the “San Donato Val Di Comino Feast”, our bus will transfer you there. (B) 

 

Depart from Rome Fiumicino Airport.  

Arrive in Brisbane. 

 

 

 

 

For those who wish to extend their stay   
OPTIONAL 

7 NIGHTS CRUISE  

-ITALY-FRANCE-SPAIN-CORSICA- 

On board the “MSC Fantasia” 

 

For further information please do not hesitate to contact  

Canale Travel Service Pty Ltd 



TOUR 2018 DEPARTING BRISBANE 19th JULY, 2018 

BOOKING CONDITONS AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

       Responsibilities 

The responsibility of Canale Travel Service Pty ltd , its agents and other participating Agents, its employees or other 

Travel agents, airlines, tour leaders and officials are not liable or responsible for any inconvenience, program changes 

and any other alterations to the tour for reasons beyond the organisers control, injury, loss, damage, delay or irregularity 

arising out of or in connection with the tour, whether the information is given in writing or verbally. 

 

Tour Price $ 6900.00 per person in Twin share 

All prices indicated in this brochure are per person / twin share and are based on the rate of exchange as at 1st  
August 2017. Prices subject to change with or without notice for reasons beyond the organisers control. Should there be 

any changes in itinerary, participants are not entitled to any refund. 
 

         Tour Price Includes 

*Return Economy class airfare from Sydney/Brisbane/Melbourne/Adelaide to Rome/Palermo and return from  Rome to 

Australia * 3/4 star accommodations (single supplement available at additional cost of $ 1400.00) * 

 Coach transfer as per itinerary * Breakfast and dinner in hotels*  Ferries* English speaking guide* 

 

What’s not included? 

*Airport & Government Taxes  * Passport fees*  travel insurance compulsory (Canale Travel can arrange for you at group 

rates)* optional excursions or admissions/charges to museums, drinks or any other items that are not mentioned in 

the itinerary  * Credit Cards charges/merchant fees not included* Tips for tour leaders/guides/bus driver  $ 100.00 per 

person *Optional 7 night Cruise on board the MSC Fantasia, (from $ 1647.00 per person twin share, based on inside cabin) 

 

Reservations and Payments 

 

             Canale Travel Service Pty Ltd 

                                                                       19 Lowerson Street, Lutwyche Qld 4030 
           Ph: 07 3357 6444 or         
                        Fax: 07 3857 4771 
                                                                         Email : guido@canaletravel.com.au 
 

        Deposits 

 

A non-refundable deposit of $3000.00 must be paid at the time of the booking, reservation must be made with 
Canale Travel Service Pty Ltd and the balance of the tour price shall be paid before 8th May 2018.  Late reservations may be 

accepted subject to availability if accompanied by full payment. 
 

Cancellations and Cancellation Fees 

 
An initial non-refundable deposit of $3000.00.  

 
Additional Cancellations 

If a booking is cancelled  :  
90 Days prior to commencement of services 50% of the total cost of the Tour.  

60 Days to the date of commencement of services 100% of the total cost of the Tour.  

No refunds what-so-ever once the tour has departed Australia 
Insurance 

The above cancellation charges will be applied in all cases. 
We do urge you to take adequate travel insurance including cover against cancellation, as well for loss of travel documents, 

medical expenses whilst on tour. 

Canale Travel Service will organise the insurance for you at special group rates.  
Mature Age and Pre-existing Health Disorders : 

If you are a Mature Age Traveller (70 years or over) and/or have a pre-existing Health Disorder you must fill in an applica-
tion form which is available from Canale Travel Service. Please ask for one 

I / We have read and understood the booking conditions and accept the conditions. 

 
Signed :       Date :     

 
THIS FORM IS PART OF THE BOOKING CONDITIONS AND MUST BE SIGNED BEFORE THE BOOKING 

IS ACCEPTED. 

mailto:guido@canaletravel.com.au
mailto:guido@canaletravel.com.au

