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President’s Letter  

 
 

2021 ANNO DANTESCO   
 

Dear members and friends 

 

Thank you for all your support for the Gold Coast Dante Alighieri Society this year. 

We were unable to have a great celebration for Dante’s special year but at least we  

have been able to give you the links and contacts to participate in different events in 

Australia and in Italy.  Martina is finishing off the mini courses with a special one 

called “Viaggio con Dante” This will be offered again on the 12
th
 and 19

th
 January. 

 

Thank you to all the Committee  who are always available to help me. A few of the  

jobs are really time consuming and I am thankful and appreciate the wonderful people 

who have taken these roles: Rita as School director, Brian as Webmaster and Martina 

for the  Facebook/Instagram .  Thank you also to our non committee member Astrid 

Pennisi for all the admin work you do at home.  

 

I think students will agree with me that we have great teachers who care not only to 

give you  the tools for the Italian language acquisition but enrich the programme with 

cultural content.   

 

Thank you to the organisers of the “Summer Serata” Clelia Zilli, Rena Cecco, June 

Moro, Luisa Liussi, Janette King and Julie Livingstone.  They have all worked hard to 

make wonderful items for sale in the Christmas market “Mercatino di Natale”. Venue 

has now changed to the Garden Room inside the Italo Australian Club.  This event 

is for everyone, not just Dante members. Please let your friends know.  

 

We will be working on a programme for next year to include social and cultural 

activities suitable for students and non student members. Membership renewal is due 

from January.  Current students do not need to complete a membership form as it is 

included in your enrolment form.  Non students may wish to join just to be part of the 

Dante family, access the library and  come to the social events.   For non students the 

2022 Membership Form is on our website to download or complete online. Please 

let me know if you have suggestions to improve our programmes.  

 

We wish you and your families a wonderful Christmas and hope that 2022 will be a  

better year for everyone. 

 

Cordiali saluti 

Cav. Giovanna Santomauro (President) 

 

  AUGURIAMO A VOI E LE VOSTRE FAMIGLIE  
 UN BUON NATALE E UN FELICE ANNO NUOVO. 
 

 

 

 

 

DATE CLAIMER 

 

10
th

 December 

Summer Serata  

 

14
th

 January 

Early Bird finishes 

 

18
th

 January 

Enrolment in rooms 

 

31
st
 January 

Classes resume 

 

 

 

 P. 2 School news 

 P. 3 Students  

 P.4 Travel in Qld 

 P.6 Travel Cont. 

       Students 

 P.7 Publicity 

       Sponsors 

 P.8 Discounts 
 Joseph Patane 

Italian Entertainer 

Keyboards & Vocals 

Ph. 0422415137 

 

FREE English classes for Italian Citizens.  

For further information please phone 

Giovanna on 07 55395528. 

http://www.dantegoldcoast.com.au/
mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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I would like to sincerely thank our teachers and students 

for their ongoing support to the Dante in 2021. 

I hope that next year will be as successful and hope to 

see everyone back again. 

All details about Semester 1 courses are available on the 

website. 

 

End of Year function 

Grazie to all who came on Friday night. It was so good 

to see both day and night students attend. We even had 

some past students come back and join us! 

Unfortunately, the club restaurant let us down, however 

we were in good company! 

 

Mini courses through Dec 2021 / Jan 2022  

We proposed a variety of minicourses of which , 

unfortunately, only a few will go ahead.   

To see those that will run, please see the website. It is 

still possible to join 2022 minicourses with notice only. 

Please complete the online enrolment form or call me. 

 
Mini Course Title 

          2022 

 

Teacher   Offered   

AM/ PM 

Let’s Chat Martina M 4.40-6.00 pm 

Tues 

Italian Grammar 

Clinic   

Martina M 10.00-12.00 

noon      Mon 

In Viaggio con Dante Martina M 10.00-12.00 

noon     Wed 

 Caccia ai Tesori Martina M 6.30-8.30pm 

Tues 

 

Important Course Dates for Semester 1   2022 

 
Early bird special ends -  Friday 14

th
  January 

Enrolments in Dante rooms-   Tuesday 18
th
   Jan 

 

Semester 1 – Term 1  commences 31
st
  January 

Easter break  -   2
nd

  April – 18
th
  April 

Term 2 commences 19
th
  April  

Semester ends 18
th
  June 

 

If you have any questions or concerns relating to the 

school  please call me on 55270797 

 

            Or      Email- info@dantegoldcoast.com 

 

   Rita School Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Tanti auguri per  
                    un Buon Natale e  
                   Felice Anno Nuovo 
           

 
Luisa, Rita, Giovanna e Francesca 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 
'Early bird special':      $450 

 

Includes $20 annual membership for 1 

 

** Must be received on or before 

Friday 14th January 2022** 
**Late direct debts will pay the higher rate. 

 

**After the 14
th

 Jan 2022- 

$450 +  $20 membership 

 

Shorter Term payment amounts on  

 website 
 

Payment -  Cash / Cheque /*Direct Debit  

* BSB 034216    Acct No   862414 

**Use Surname as Reference of Payee 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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CAPPUCCETTO ROSSO 

 

 
  La Mamma e Cappuccetto Rosso si salutano 

 
Il Lupo incontra Cappuccetto Rosso nel bosco. 

     Il Lupo entra nella casa della Nonna 

 

 
Maryanne MacDonald, Debbie Heiner, David 

Elliston, Kathleen Loxton e Luisa Liussi 

La Classe di Beginners 2. 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
Ultima classe dell’anno – lunedi sera 

 

 
Anna Domaneschi presenta i certificati                     

agli studenti della Classe Beginners 1 

    Il Lupo 

nell’Aula1 
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Cobbold Gorge, North Queensland 
By Mark Hayward, Adv Lunedi sera 

 
Having just joined the ranks of the ‘Grey Nomads’, my partner Kathy and I towed our caravan northwards. 

We left in early September and headed west through Toowoomba to Roma, then north through Injune to Carnarvon 

Gorge. This is a very popular National Park and whilst we enjoyed it very much, I will focus on the northernmost 

point of our travels – Cobbold Gorge. 

 

Cobbold Gorge is halfway between Townsville on the east coast and Karumba on the Gulf of Carpentaria. It is 

accessed by road via Forsayth near Georgetown.  All roads to this point are bituminised, but the 50km road in to 

Cobbold Gorge from Forsayth is a very corrugated dirt road which shook the car, caravan and occupants alike! 

 

 
 

Of course the main attraction is the Gorge itself, only really discovered and opened up as a tourist attraction in the 

late 1900’s. Unlike Carnarvon Gorge mentioned previously, this Gorge is very narrow and allows only specially 

built narrow aluminium boats to take visitors along the approximately 800m gorge. I think the photos below tell the 

story of how beautiful it is. 

 

           Continued on Pagina 5. 
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COBBOLD GORGE (Cont.) 

 

 
There are a few freshwater crocodiles in the water, 

but they are generally shy and not aggressive. 

 

 
 

If you are up in north Queensland at Townsville or 

Cairns, make the time to travel out to Georgetown 

and then Forsayth from where you can get a tour 

bus into the gorge if you don’t have a 4WD.  It is 

well worth the long journey to get there. 

_________________________________________ 

 

Grazie Mark for this article. If anyone else has  

travelling stories to share please email them to 

us. They can be of travelling in Queensland or 

memories of your Italian trips.  

 
 

 

 

 

Societa` Dante Alighieri is not just about learning 

Italian...Pam Conway and Connie Canale have  

become firm friends over the years. Here Connie 

hugs her raffle prize won at the end of year  

dinner. A worthy win!! 

 

    

 
Judy Roberts and Susanna Konigsberg are two of 

Dante Alighieri’s longest attending students.  

Here they compliment each other in their choice 

of outfits: vibrant and elegant.    Luisa Liussi 
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COLLAS MORO ROSS 
  

46 Watson Esplanade                                         

SURFERS PARADISE  4217 

PH. 07 55399099                                                       

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web: www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 

 

 

FOR GENUINE PROFESSIONAL                      

SERVICE & ADVICE 

 

GERARD WILKES & ASSOCIATES 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Family owned & operated. Est. 1977 

Ph. 5532 1733 

email:  admin@wilkes.com.au 

P.O. Box 1932 Southport Q. 4215 

www.wilkes.com.au 

 

 

 

 
 

We asked you to keep the date,  10th December, in 

our last newsletter. Thank you to the people who 

have already booked. It will be a fantastic night.  

 

The Christmas market “Mercatino di Natale” has 

some wonderful hand made items to purchase.  

 

Thank you to the hardworking organizers: Clelia 

Zilli, Rena Cecco, June Moro, Luisa Liussi, Janette 

King and Julie Livingston.  

 
 

 

PATRONATO 

ITAL –UIL 
Per informazioni contattate: 

 

Giuseppina Zanda 

 

Cellulare - 0413953528 

Telefono Ufficio – 33579141 

Email: 

brisbane_italuil@italuilqld.com.au 

 

 

PATRONATO  INAS 

 
  

Per informazioni contattate: 

 

Marco Diotallevi 

 

3832 1306 / 0402 358 421 

Email: brisbane@inas.com.au 

 

 

mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
mailto:admin@wilkes.com.au
http://www.wilkes.com.au/
mailto:brisbane_italuil@italuilqld.com.au
mailto:brisbane@inas.com.au
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END OF YEAR DINNER 

 

Thank you to all the people who 

bought tickets in the Christmas 

raffle.  This was donated by 

Ester Ceron. Thank you Ester for 

always helping out the Dante 

Gold Coast.  The drawing was on 

the 26
th

 November and the 

winner was Di Lonnquist. The 

lucky door prize, donated by 

Anna Domaneschi, was won by 

Connie Canale.  

 

Thank you to Virginia Lamb and 

the Coro ladies (and one young 

man) for your entertaining 

performances.  Sorry we could 

not hear as well as we could have 

as it was one massive night at the 

Club that night – in one room we 

had our Christmas party, in 

another there was the Merrimac 

Football Club reunion and in the 

main area was the Moonlight 

belly dancers show.   
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* 10% DISCOUNT ON BREAD  

FOR DANTE MEMBERS 

 

Show your current Dante card at  

Rustic Mill and Saamaria’s                       

Café & Deli                                                 
2/16 Hilldon Crt. Nerang.                            

Phone 07  55967004                                 

 Mobile 0428029790                                          

* Discount not available on Italian sweets, 

coffee and other Italian products.  

======== 

TANTISSIMI AUGURI PER IL TUO 

COMPLEANNO ELENA PHERHAD 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Students from Italian for Travellers course enjoy lunch  

at Marco’s Italian Restaurant at the G.C.I.A.C 

 

 
Italian for Travellers’ students receive their certificate 

MARCO’S ITALIAN  RESTAURANT 
GOLD COAST ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 

 

5% DISCOUNT TO DANTE 

MEMBERS  
Show your current  Dante Alighieri card 

 

 

 

 

The Gold Coast Italo Australian Club 
18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Marco’s Italian restaurant/Entertainment 

Phone 55751966 for bookings 


