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DANTE NEWS 

GOLD COAST 

December/dicembre 2024 

DATE CLAIMER 
 

2025 MEMBERSHIP CAN NOW BE 

RENEWED 

 

5th January – La Befana 

8th January – La Befana recital 

 

13th January – Mini courses start 

 

3rd February – Semester 1 classes start 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Dear members and friends 

 

I hope you are all well and getting ready for the Christmas season.  Thank you to my committee for their continuous 

support during the year.  I appreciate everything you do for the promotion of Italian language and Culture.  Thank you  

Rita, teachers and students. Without you we would not have an Italian language school on the Gold Coast and I rely on 

all of you to promote our courses.  Word of mouth is the best advertising! 

 

Thank you to our Life Member and Web Master Dr. Brian Bell for sending out the 2024 Dante Feedback and 

Suggestions.  I hope you reply to it.  

 

Before Covid (BC) Le Nonne would organise the Befana play in January. The Befana would visit and there would be 

activities for children.  The play can be presented by adults and children. If you are interested in taking part please let me 

know so that we can rehearse during the holidays and present on Wednesday 8
th
 January 2025.  It does not matter what 

level of Italian you have. Enthusiasm and time is the only requirement.  If there is no interest then this will not happen!. 

 

To celebrate 25 years since the film “Pane e Tulipani” was shown at the Italian Film Festival it was shown again during 

the recent 2024 Italian Film Festival. We showed it to our members and friends too.  Some of the students and other 

members were able to stay on and enjoy lunch after the film.   

 

For the convenience of our members, 2025 Membership forms for non students, information about classes and other 

events are on the Web Page.  Information also on our Facebook pages and Instagram.   

 

I wish you and your loved ones a peaceful Christmas and a joyful start to the New Year.  May 2025 bring you good 

health and happiness.  

 

Cordiali saluti e auguri per un Buon Natale e Felice 2025.  

Cav. Giovanna Santomauro 

President 
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Ciao a tutti, 

 

We had a lovely Christmas celebration at the end of the 

semester at Georges Sorrento. It was good to see some 

familiar faces we had not seen for a while!  

 

At this function we celebrated and thanked Charlotte 

who will be leaving the teaching team. Charlotte has 

been with us for 13 years! She will be missed at the 

Dante and we wish her all the best.  

 

I must also thank our teachers for their constant 

dedication to the students and their commitment to the 

Dante -  Martina, Ilaria, Gaia, Eleonora and Giovanna. 

Grazie! 
    

 
 

We have mini courses running before Christmas and 

after the New Year. There may be something there for 

some of our students who would like to refresh or 

recommence in 2025. Complete an online enrolment 

form and I will get back to you as soon as I can. No 

beginner mini courses will be running. 

 

Please spread the word about our classes. You are our best 

advertising!! 

 

Next year’s membership and enrolment forms for 2025 

Semester 1 courses are all available on the website. 

There is also a calendar highlighting start dates, 

holidays etc on the website so that you can work out 

classes around your holidays!                                           

 

Please take advantage of the Early bird price!! 
 

Finishes on Friday 3rd January 2025. 

 

 

 

2024 Mini Courses  

  November 25 - December 13 

2025 Mini Courses  

   January 13 - January 24      

         

 These are all advertised on the website 

 

2025 Semester 1 classes Commence week 

starting February 3 

  

Term 1 -  3 February- 4 April -  9 weeks 

 Term 2 - 28 April- 27 June  -  9 weeks 

 

A sincere thank you to the students. 

Without you we would not have a 

successful Dante school on the Gold 

Coast. 

 

Vi auguro un Buon Natale e Felice anno 

nuovo!!                              

 

Any ideas, questions or concerns about the  

school,  please call me on 55270797 or 

email me:  info@dantegoldcoast.com                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                   

          Rita           
   School Director     

 

mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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Ciao studenti 

 

As we approached the end of another school 

year, I want to congratulate you on all the hard 

work and dedication you’ve shown throughout 

this term. Bravissimi! You’ve achieved so 

much, and I hope you take some time to relax 

and enjoy the holiday season with your loved 

ones. 

 

That said, non dimenticare to keep your Italian 

alive during the break! Even small efforts can 

make a big difference. Watch un film italiano o 

serie TV, listen to some Italian songs, or try out 

a podcast. Practice speaking with friends, write 

a short journal entry in Italian, or even label 

items around your home in Italian to reinforce 

vocabulary. These little steps will help you 

maintain all the progress you’ve made so far 

and make it easier to pick up where you left off 

in the new year. 

 

Every little bit counts, and I’m confident you’ll 

continue to grow in your language journey.  

Buon Natale e buone vacanze a tutti, and I look 

forward to seeing you in the new year with 

renewed energy and enthusiasm for learning! 

Ciao a tutti  

Gaia  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I  had the pleasure of having Charlotte as teacher 

for quite a while, and I always enjoyed the 

Wednesday morning class with her as did all the 

other students. Charlotte has a wonderful sense of 

humour, and made the two hour class not only a 

time for learning the Italian language and gaining a 

knowledge of the Italian culture, but a time to get to 

know fellow students more intimately, and share 

many laughs together. We will all miss her so 

much, as we think of her as a close friend, not just 

our teacher.      Roger Spong 

 

 Photo on the left - Kym, Roger and John                

 at the  Christmas party  

 

 

 

 

 
Gaia with Italian for Travellers students 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Charlotte is a teacher who always has a smile on her face 

and greets each student by name. Her class size varied a lot 

during the semester e.g. people travelling - like me etc, but 

she was always adaptable to meet the needs of the students 

who were in the class. We regularly included all of 

the aspects of positive teaching - speaking in Italian, 

listening and reading script with the appropriate correction. 

We had an opportunity to share insights in our fleeting 

Italian, learn new aspects of the language and culture and 

importantly, enjoy it while experiencing the learning. Most 

of the class had been together for a few years and Roger and 

I came into the class because our class had become just the 

two of us so we entered the new group. We were always 

made to feel like the group was cohesive through group 

work and mixing and matching who we interacted with. 

Charlotte gave 100% every time she was working with us 

and I think I can say on behalf of the group, we sincerely 

thank you for your expertise, wisdom and patience to bring 

us closer to the language and all it entails. We wish you all 

of the very best in your new endeavours and I am sure your 

new clients will benefit from your interactions as we have.  

Thank you Charlotte. Kym on behalf of the group 
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A Tribute to Charlotte Petrucci 
 

Since starting at Dante Gold Coast in 2018, I’ve had the 

privilege of learning la lingua italiana under the wonderful 

guidance of Charlotte Petrucci. I began with her in the 

Introduction class, learning essere and avere, greetings and 

farewells, numbers, months and seasons. I shared stories of 

my dream to speak Italian one day and discover its culture, 

noting my father, although Italian by birth had never taught 

me the language. Since that first class in early 2018, I’ve 

taken four trips to Italy and grown so much as an Italian 

speaker … and as a person … thanks to Charlotte’s teaching 

and that of our splendid president Giovanna, of course! 

 
 

In 2020, even though I had missed a whole book - Nuovo 

Espresso 2- the long-standing students of Intermediate 3, and 

their always effervescent teacher, Charlotte, warmly 

welcomed me. I was FULL of mistakes, as I am today, but 

Charlotte constantly encouraged me to keep at it with a 

friendly ‘Brava Dee, it will come’… 

 

I am so grateful to have met these donne spettacolari  and 

have them as my amiche. Such an honour. We have shared so 

many laughs over the years, with Hayley, Pat and Lesley still 

the core of our class.  

 
        Charlotte Petrucci and Martina Medda with the   

 Monday morning students.  

 

Charlotte is an inspiring educator - always caring, 

endlessly friendly and incredibly knowledgeable. Her 

academic skills are perfectly balanced by her 

approachable nature, creating a learning environment 

where everyone feels at ease. Chiacchierare is such 

fun … the diverse argomenti …. well, it sure is 

diverse!  

 

Charlotte takes the time, making you feel special, 

generously sharing her wisdom and making every 

lesson both informative and enjoyable. 

 

One unforgettable personal experience with Charlotte 

was in her hometown of Rome, where we shared a 

once-in-a-lifetime moment together with our 

husbands - seeing Andrea Bocelli perform at the 

Baths of Caracalla. 

 

 
Charlotte and Deanna in Rome 

 

Charlotte has created a wonderful sense of 

community and I truly believe the friendships 

we’ve built will be cherished forever. While we 

will miss her as our teacher, we’re comforted 

knowing she’ll be only next door, continuing to 

inspire and nurture others as she has us, albeit in 

a different way. 

 

Grazie mille, Charlotte! I say this with lacrime 

agli occhi … you will always be a cherished part 

of our Dante family and my family.  

   

   Deeana Nott 
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DANTE CHRISTMAS PARTY  
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My recent trip to Italy with my daughter 

Anne, her husband Peter, my son Paul, his 

wife Lynne and my granddaughter Natalie.  
 
 We started our trip from Rome where we 

spent three days. During this time we used the 

services of Liv Tours , small group specialists.  

With them we visited the Coliseum and the Vatican. 

We were picked up each morning from our 

accommodation, driven to the Coliseum and the 

Vatican where we were met by a guide. We had 

prepaid for these tours which meant we did not have 

to queue. Our guides were very professional, they 

had degrees in Archeology and History.  (They 

made the tours to both sites very interesting). We 

were told the Coliseum had 30,000 visitors per day 

and the Vatican 35,000. We did all the usual things 

independently - The Trevi Fountain, Spanish Steps,  

the Jewish Quarter (which I found fascinating) 

where we had lunch – two ways of cooking the 

artichokes. We did lots of walking!   After three 

days it was time to move on. We flew from Rome to 

Lamezia Terme in Calabria and hired a vehicle  to 

drive to De Collatura.  

 One hundred years ago, 1924/25 my very 

brave father, Pietro,  at the age of 26 left his home 

village of De Collatura in Calabria, (leaving behind 

his wife and newborn son Gino)  hoping to find a 

better life and future for them in Australia. It has 

always been my greatest desire to visit this village to 

see where his life started.  The church he and my 

mother were married in and where my brother Gino 

was baptized. I wished to ring that church bell.  This 

bell has been a part of family stories forever.   

 

 
 

We stayed in De Collatura for 2 nights and with my 

family we found the church, we found the bell and 

the house my parents lived in. It is still standing.   

 
 

On the third day after a lot of walking and exploring the 

village and the cemetery it was time to say a very 

emotional farewell to De Collatura.  

 
 We drove back to the West coast down to Villa 

San Giovanni in Reggio Calabria passing through some 

interesting villages and lots of olive groves.  We returned 

the hire car there. From Reggio Calabria we took the ferry 

across to Sicily where we were met at the ferry terminal in 

Messina, by a representative of Sicily Activities, a small 

group tour operator and started our Sicilian 12 day 

adventure.  

 Our tour started in Taormina and ended in 

Palermo 12 days later. In between we visited some very 

interesting sites Mt. Etna, wineries, churches, the 

Godfather movie set , Siracusa, Piazza Armerina,  

Ragusa,fishing villages, the Valley of the Temples in 

Agrigento and then on to Palermo. We were met by a 

guide at our hotel and had a 2 hour walking tour of 

Palermo followed by lunch. We were fortunate to be in the 

Cathedral at Palermo that Sunday as there were 14 priests 

about to be ordained. What a special occasion! The next 

few days we were again met by a tour guide and visited 

Erice,  Trapani and the salt pans, Marsala and Cefalu`.  I 

found Palermo fascinating and would have loved to stay 

longer. After enjoying some wonderful Sicilian hospitality 

our trip came to a sudden end. We reluctantly left Sicily 

and deep down I felt a strong desire to come back one day.  

 We used the services of Canale Travel Services, 

Brisbane , Sicily Activities in Sicily, Liv Tours in Rome, 

Virgin Air Gold Coast to Sydney return,  Emirates 

Sydney to Rome return and ITA regional airlines.    

     

    Tony Carnovale 
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  OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS.  GRAZIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 

 

Ph 07 5539 9099 

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web:  www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

20/47 Watts Drive 

VARSITY LAKES 

 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 
 

 

 

THE GOLD COAST 

ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 
 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings 

www.italoaustralianclub.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 
Il Comitato e le insegnanti 

vi augurano un Buon Natale e 

un Felice e prosperoso Anno Nuovo. 

mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
http://www.italoaustralianclub.com.au/

