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DA  coLDcCOAsT DATE CLAIMER

December 5-End of Year Dinner @ 6pm

December 9 - 1l caffe, la Scopa & il
film @ 10.00am

January 6 - The feast of Epiphany
La Befana

January 7 - Early Bird Enrolments end

LETTERA DEL PRESIDENTE
February 2 - Classes commence

Dear members and friends

Thank you for your support, we have made it to the end of another year of promoting Italian language and culture. A big
“thank you” to my committee! We had more social and cultural activities thanks to the sub-committee Nessy Pile, Jaquie
Shelton, David Bieber, Judith Roberts and Lisa Garratt. Thanks to School director, Rita Lo Presti and current teachers,
Martina (who has been teaching with us for 20 years), Gaia and Eleonora, our Italian classes were very well organised.
Thank you to our volunteers; Webmaster, Dr. Brian Bell, Facebook Manager Martina Medda, Astrid Pennisi who does all
the book-keeping work and Ester Ceron for providing and maintaining the plants in Piazza Dante.

As you may know, we are self-funded and I sincerely thank our main sponsors Gerard Wilkes & Associates and Collas
Moro Ross. Thank you to Commendatore Filippo D’Arro from Italiquore and Roberto Martinelli from Segafireddo for
their support. Thank you to Lou Puggioni who shared his experiences of living “La Dolce Vita” in Italy. Thank you to
the students who shared their experiences of studying Italian in Italy: Daniel Del Dot (Recanati), Kym Dickenson (Sicily,
Naples, Puglia), Michelle Hartman and Catherine Johnson (Lucca), Vicki Minassian (Bologna) and Michael Stracey
(Modena). The Dante Christmas Party on the 5" December is for all members and friends, not just students. We will be
drawing the raffle prize that night. Thank you to everyone who bought tickets and to the people who donated prizes:
Raffaele Velardo (with me in the picture) from Alfiresco Restaurant, Comm. Filippo D’ Arro from Italiqguore and Loretta
Galli. Our last social activity for the year will be on Tuesday 9" December. We will be playing Scopa in the morning and
watching an Italian film in the afternoon. Please let me know if
are coming to this (07 5539 5528. You can bring a plate to share
for lunch, if you wish to stay for both. (Thank you Nessy for the
flyers).

Cordiali saluti, Giovanna
Cav. Giovanna Santomauro
Presidente, Societa’ Dante Alighieri Gold Coast inc.

Auguriamo ai nostri soci ed amici un Buon Natale
ed un Felice Anno Nuovo.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Ciao a tutti,

Our school year is quickly coming to an end. I would like to thank our teachers, Martina, Gaia, Eleonora and
Giovanna for their constant dedication to enhance our classes and courses and to all the students that have
come through including our private students.

We have mini courses running again in December and January. The teachers are presenting some interesting
topics, all Italian related, that will be very interesting. (See some of the topics in the flyers below). In 2026,
the January courses will provide a chance to get thinking Italian again before we recommence classes.
Complete an online enrolment form and I will get back to you as soon as I can. The RSVP date for the
December courses is fixed; however, I can take late enrolments for January but no later than the 6™ of
January. I will confirm which mini courses are going ahead. For all courses on offer, go to the website,
https://dantegoldcoast.com.au/mini-course-enrolment-december-2025-january-2026

Please spread the word about our classes. You are our best advertising.

2026 Semester 1 Courses

Calendar and Enrolment forms are available at the Dante website.

Early Bird Price- To receive the Early Bird price, payment must be received by Wednesday 7% January. After
that date, there is no discount. Please take advantage of the Early Bird price!!

End of Year Mini Courses 153 ITALIA
December courses 2025 start 2 December - 19 December CINEMIA
January courses 2026 start 8 January - 20 January

All mini courses MUST be prepaid. If the class is not going ahead

a refund will be given.

Important dates

End of Semester Break - 29 November- February 2025
2026 Classes commence-

Term 1 - 9 February - 2 April - 8 week term

Term 2- 20 April -26 June - 10 weeks

Gift Vouchers for Family and Friends.

GIFT CERTIFICATE These are available. Contact me.

*Gift Vouchers for friends and family Italian In Music
* Made to any value
Contact Rita 55270797

Please return library books!!

We are happy for you to borrow

from our library. Please return the
books when you are finished with them.

A sincere thank you to the Committee, teachers, students and friends.
Without you, we would not have a successful Dante school on the Gold Coast.
Vi auguro un Buon Natale e Felice anno nuovo!!

Any ideas, questions or concerns about our school,
please call me on 0494 398 438 or email me:
info@dantegoldcoast.com
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November Events

A Taste of Italy — Language School Presentations (article by Jenni Gale)

On November 1st, I had the pleasure of attending an hour-long presentation alongside about 26 other members of the
Dante community. The session featured students who had spent time studying at various language schools across
[taly — including in Lucca, Modena, Bologna, Recanati and other wonderful towns.

Each presentation was unique and gave us a real sense of what life is like as a student in Italy. We heard about how the
schools operate, what the classes are like, and the many ways students can immerse themselves in Italian language
and culture. It was fascinating to learn about the different teaching styles, the diverse range of activities on offer, and
of course, the sights, sounds and flavours that make each town special.

Students also shared stories about their accommodation experiences — from family homestays to student
apartments — and spoke fondly about the friendships they formed with people from all around the world. Their
enthusiasm was contagious and made the idea of studying in Italy feel both exciting and achievable.

For anyone even slightly curious about improving their Italian or spending time abroad, [ would wholeheartedly
recommend looking into one of these language school programs. And if you get the chance, come along to the next
presentation — it’s a wonderful way to hear firsthand what these experiences are really like.

After the talks, we enjoyed a relaxed afternoon tea together, complete with an especially delicious biscotti alla

crema made by Giovanna. Secondo me, this little delight could easily challenge the much-loved tiramisu for the title of
“number one sweet treat”! It was the perfect way to end an afternoon filled with inspiration, laughter and shared
passion for all things Italian.

The second event on November 15 was a talk by Lou Puggioni about his own personal experiences of living in
Italy and how an Australian can live “la dolce vita” in Italy. Lou spoke about the legalities needed for a residency
visa. Lou also spoke about the cost of living in Italy compared to Australia, the cost of renting or buying property
in Italy, the benefits of living in Italy, the freedom of travel to other European countries. After question time, Lou
spoke privately to people if they had a particular question that needed to be answered.
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ITALY IN DECEMBER

Visiting Italy in December offers charming, festive experiences with fewer crowds, a chance to enjoy seasonal
traditions, and variable weather depending on the region.

Weather by Region:
Northern Italy (Milan, Venice, Italian Alps and Dolomites): Cold with potential for fog and snow.
Temperatures generally range from 0°C - 10° C. The Alps and dolomites are in peak ski season with
heavy snowfall.
Central Italy (Florence, Rome, Tuscany): Milder, but still cool and crisp. Daytime temperatures

average 8°C - 14°C. Occasional rain is possible.

Southern Italy (Naples, Sicily, Amalfi Coast): The mildest region, with daytime temperatures between
12°C - 17°C. It can still be chilly at night, and some coastal towns may have seasonal closures.

Shorter daylight hours are a key factor, with sunrise around 7.30-8.00am and sunset as early as 4.30pm in the
north.

Events & Activities:
Christmas Markets: Found in most major cities and towns, offering local crafts, food and mulled wine
(bin brulé). The markets in Bolzano (South Tyrol) and the Oh Bej! Oh Bej! fair in Milan is particularly

renowned.

New Year’s Eve (La Festa del San Silvestro): Celebrated with fireworks, music and special dinners,
especially in cities like Milan and Venice

Winter Sports: The Italian Alps and the Dolomites offer excellent skiing and snowboarding
opportunities.

Museums & Sightseeing: The off-season (outside of the holiday week) means shorter lines at major
attractions like the Colosseum and Uffizi Gallery. Many museums have reduced hours, so checking
schedules in advance is recommended.

Travel Tips:

Pack Layers: Dress in warm layers, a good waterproof coast, and comfortable, waterproof walking
shoes are essential as well as a hat, gloves and scarf.

Book Ahead: For travel during the Christmas and New Year peak periods, book accommodation, flights,
train tickets, well in advance. During this period, restaurant bookings are also crucial.

Consider Day Trips: Major cities like Rome, Florence and Naples make great bases for day trips to
smaller, festive towns.

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
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Italy celebrates Christmas and New Year with vibrant traditions, festive markets, and unique
regional customs that reflect the country's rich cultural heritage.

Christmas Celebrations

Christmas Markets: Italy is famous for its enchanting Christmas markets, particularly in regions like
South Tyrol, where festive towns like Bolzano and Merano host traditional markets filled with crafts,
food, and festive decorations from late November to early January. In Naples, the historic Nativity scene
workshops in Via San Gregorio Armeno showcase intricate figurines and attract visitors throughout the
holiday season.

Culinary Traditions: Christmas in Italy is a time for family gatherings and feasting. Traditional dishes
vary by regions often include fish on Christmas Eve (Vigilia) and hearty meals on Christmas Day. Popular
dishes include tortellini in broth, roast meats, and regional specialities like panettone and torrone.

Nativity Scenes: The tradition of setting up nativity scenes (presepi) is deeply rooted in Italian culture
with elaborate displays found in homes and public squares. Some towns, especially in Naples ad Sicily
even host living nativity scenes that bring the Christmas story to life.

Year Celebrations

New Year's Eve Festivities: Italians celebrate New Year's Eve (Capodanno) with lively parties,
fireworks, and concerts in public squares. Major cities like Rome, Milan, and Florence host large events
featuring live music and entertainment. In Bologna, the "Bonfire of the Old Man" tradition involves
burning a puppet to symbolize leaving behind the old year and welcoming the new one.

Traditional Foods: A traditional New Year’s Eve dinner often includes cotechino (a type of sausage)
served with lentils, symbolizing prosperity for the coming year. Many Italians also wear red underwear
as a good luck charm.

Fireworks and Celebrations: At midnight, cities across Italy light up with fireworks, and people gather
in squares to celebrate together. Notable celebrations include the spectacular fireworks in Venice and the
festive atmosphere in Salerno, known for its stunning Christmas lights.

Regional Highlights

South Tyrol: Known for its picturesque Christmas markets and winter sports, this region offers a unique
blend of Italian and Austrian traditions.

Naples: Famous for its nativity scenes and vibrant street life, Naples hosts numerous events and markets
during the holiday season.
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“I’Epifana tutte le feste le porta via. Poi arriva
San Benedetto che ne riporta un bel sacchetto”

Con la festa di San Benedetto si entava nel ciclo Pasquale... poi la festa di Benedetto fu spostata dal 21 marzo all’'11
luglio, di consequenza la filastrocca non era piu applicable.

I1 6 gennaio, gli italiani celebrano la Festa dell'Epifania, I'adorata Befana per i bimbi, con un giorno festivo
nazionale. L'Epifania segna la fine del periodo natalizio e commemora la presentazione del bambino Gesu ai Re
Magi. La celebrazione dell'Epifania inizio nella Chiesa Orientale in concomitanza alla nascita di Cristo tuttavia, nel
IV secolo d.C,, le varie riforme del calendario avevano spostato la nascita di Cristo al 25 dicembre e la chiesa di
Roma inizid a celebrare il 6 gennaio come Epifania.

Questa celebrazione é considerata in Italia il dodicesimo giorno festivo di Natale. Tutte le scuole e le attivita
rimangono chiuse, anche se la maggior parte dei negozi restano aperti.

LA TRADIZIONE DELLA BEFANA

Nella tradizione popolare italiana, la Befana e una vecchia
donna coperta di fuliggine o una strega buona che porta
regali ai bambini italiani durante la notte frail 5 e 6 gennaio
(la vigilia dell'Epifania).

Laleggenda narra che i re Magi in viaggio per Betlemme si

fermarono a chiedere indicazioni alla Befana le chiesero

anche di unirsi a loro nella ricerca della Capanna, ma la Befana, carica di doni per il bambino Gesu preferi andarci
da sola, ma non riuscendo a trovare la strada per la Grotta dono i regali che aveva portato ad altri bambini. Ancora
oggi come allora, ogni anno il 5 gennaio, viaggia sul suo manico di scopa alla ricerca della mangiatoia e dona regali
ai bambini italiani che hanno lasciano una scarpa o una calza appesa alla porta o alla finestra. Questa leggenda &
nata nel XIII secolo e per molto tempo € stata una tradizione confinata a Roma e nelle regioni limitrofe, ma negli
ultimi cento anni questa festa € diventata popolare in tutta Italia.

Non sarebbe una vera festa italiana senza una scusa per cucinare del cibo delizioso e La Befana non fa eccezione. Le
portate prelibate per La Befana includono carbone dolce, si perché la tradizione vuole che se i bimbi fossero stati
buoni ricevevano un regalo, altrimenti riceveranno del carbone, tuttavia negli ultimi decenni, i bimbi cattivelli
ricevono cioccolato a forma di carbone ... il messaggio passa lo stesso, ma la cioccolata & un incoraggiamento per i
bimbi ad essere pill buoni per 'anno successivo. Altre delizie per la festivita sono: piccoli biscotti chiamati befanini
e la torta della Befana, una torta con un grosso fagiolo secco dentro. Chi trova il fagiolo nella propria fetta e re (o
regina) per un giorno.

(articolo da Carlo Pennone)
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“Ndocciata di Agnone”

Every December in Agnone, a small hilltop town in Italy,
hundreds of people carry 10-foot-tall torches bearing
anywhere between one and 26 fires. This is “Ndocciata,”
an ancient fire ritual believed to be among the largest
in the world. In this symbolic rite, locals rid themselves
of evil, lay the groundwork for a good year, and welcome
the days soon getting longer again. More recently,
other towns in Italy have brought their unique fire rituals to Agnone to create one enormous blaze

in a new tradition called the Ritual Fire Festival.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLmk6hbPz-4

Festivals

e Throughout December: Christmas Markets can be found in many cities (Rome, Florence, Milan)
offering handcrafted gifts and festive foods.

e December 8: The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is celebrated throughout Italy with religious
processions and festive activities.

o December 13: The Feast of Santa Lucia is particularly celebrated in Syracuse, Sicily and Verona.
It features parades and traditional sweets.

e December 24: Christmas Eve, and the official start of the Rome Jubilee, a year long holy week
that commenced on 24 December 2024 and will conclude on 6 January 2026.

e December 31: New Year’s Eve. Major cities host fireworks displays and public celebrations to
ring in the new year.

Christmas season

This begins on Christmas Eve and ends on the feast of Epiphany on January 6, but preparations begin many weeks
before. In all churches and in most Italian homes, a Presepio* (Christmas crib) is set up. In some city churches, the
Presepio is very large, sometimes with hundreds of statues dressed in silk. Presepio in the home is small and often
put together by the children.

St Francis of Assisi is attributed with having created the first Presepio in Greccio in the mountains of
central Italy. He built a stable and put in a live donkey and ox. Shepherds from the mountain pastures
and people from nearby villages came to see it. Only the baby Jesus was missing because St Francis did
not consider it right to put a human in Jesus’ place, but, according to legend, while those present were
praying, a beautiful baby appeared.

On Christmas Eve, in many parts of Italy, a big log, il ceppo, is carried into the house by the eldest and
youngest members of the family to be burned slowly in the fireplace to warm up the baby Jesus (Gesu
Bambino). 1If there is no fireplace, they may have il ceppo on the Christmas table instead — a cake shaped
like a log and covered with chocolate icing.

Also on Christmas Eve, tombola (Italian bingo) is played around the table while people are waiting for the
bells to call them to Midnight Mass. Gesu Bambino is gently placed in the crib of the Presepio which has

nnaa 1AL nninder vrandll dlaaa
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Words of the Month

Borgo (BOR-go) - Village or small town.

‘Ho visitato un antico borgo medievale sulle colline.
Translation: ‘| visited an old medieval village in the mountains.

Quartiere (kwar-TYEH-reh) — District or neighbourhood.
‘Il mio quartiere € molto tranquillo. Ha un lago e molti alberi.
Translation: ‘My neighbourhood is very quiet. It has a lake and many trees.

OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS. GRAZIE

THE GOLD COAST
COLLAS MORO ROSS ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB

Ph 07 5539 9099 18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters
Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au : s
www.italoaustralianclub.com.au

Web: www.cmrlawyers.com.au
20/47 Watts Drive
VARSITY LAKES

ITALIAN SPOKEN
Brisbane Business Equipment
Unit 1, 747 Fairfield Road
Yeerongpilly Qld 4105

Ph: 07 3255 9500

E: admin@bbe.net.au

BRISBANE BUSINESS EQUIPMEN]

Small Business Specialists

Specialists in SMSF w

E R A R D Contact us today
IRdXY 0755321733

Income Tax Returns or call Gerard direct on

Business Advisory O 41 2 7 5 3 3 3 9

Financial Planning & Investment Advice A S S 0 ( l A-I- E S

www.wilkes.com.au

Retirement & Estate Planning info@wilkes.com.au
CHARTTERTEHD

ACCOUNTANTS
FOR GENUINE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & ADVICE

EST. 1977 Family Owned and Operated

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AUSTRALIA + NEW ZEALAND

ymmercial Tower 3, Level 5, 9 Lawson Street , Southport Qld 4215

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters


mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
http://www.italoaustralianclub.com.au/

