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GOLD COAST

DATE CLAIMER

Dendy Cinemas 16 — 18 February
Dante AGM 29" February

Easter break 30" March

Italian Rennaisance Alive
LETTERA DEL PRESIDENTE HOTA 30" March to 4™ August

Dear members and friends

First of all I would like to extend a very warm welcome to all new members. Welcome to new students and welcome
back to continuing students.

There are two Italian films being shown at the Dendy Cinemas next week and next month is the opening of the exhibition
Italian Rennaisance Alive at HOTA.Please send me any information on Italian themed events you think may interest
our members. Our Webmaster, Dr. Brian Bell has interesting information on our website and our Facebook Manager,
Martina Medda puts up to date information on our Facebook page.

I was unable to go with Rita to the first regional Dante Conference for Asia and Ocenia held in Hong Kong last
month.Thank you Rita for representing the Gold Coast Dante Society.

I hope you have been able to watch some of the Carnevale events in Italy. The most famous Carnivals in Italy are

those held in Venice, Viareggio, Ivrea, Cento, Apulia and Acireale. These Carnivals include masquerades and

parades. Below are two photos from 2019 when our students wore Carnevale masks to class. Guess who?
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Cordiali saluti, Giovanna Santomauro
Cav. Giovanna Santomauro, Presidente, Societa” Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
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SCHOOL NEWS

Ciao a tultti,

I am back from the Dante conference in Hong Kong. What a wonderful experience meeting other
representatives from Dante Societies through our region and discussing how we can work together in the
future. Hong Kong Dante were the perfect hosts. Grazie to Bruno, President, and all his committee and
teachers.

Our year has started with excellent enrolment numbers. We have had such incredible interest for Italian for
Travellers that we have 2 classes running on Tuesday night and one on Friday morning.

This semester, we have 2 new teachers on our team: Beatrice, taking Beginners 1 both day and evening
classes and Gaia, who at this moment, is only taking private classes. We welcome them and hope that you all
get a chance to meet them.

Student Welcome
We are presently working on our first get-together so details will be available soon.

Important Course Dates

Semester 1 — Term 1 commenced 29 January
Easter break- 30 March- 14 April

Term 2 commences- 15 April

Semester ends 14 June

Private Classes
We are being requested for more private classes and students wanting private classes to obtain Italian citizenship.
Please ensure you go through the website and request a private class on the application form.

Conversation classes
| asked for interest for a 4 week block conversation classes last year. We will soon start to organize these.

Any questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 55270797 or email me:
ritalopresti@hotmail.com

Rita - School Divector
LIBRARY

We have books, CDs, DVDs and magazines for our members to borrow. There is a borrowing book
available where these resources are recorded when borrowed. Please check with your class teacher.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS

These are sent to us from the Sede Centrale (Dante Rome Headquarters) for our members. You are not
only members of our Gold Coast Society but the Dante Alighieri world-wide society. Members can receive
discounts in Italy and a list of these is available on the Web site. Some of these include discounts at Vatican
Museums Rome, Acquatic Museum in Genova and Puccini museum in Lucca. New members receive these
cards with the 2024 sticker on the back of it. If you have not received yours yet, please advise your teacher
and I will organise it for you. Continuing students can collect their 2024 sticker when they come to class.
Please make sure these are up to date before you travel to Italy. From time to time when we organise
events we offer our members a discount. If you know any businesses who can give our members discounts
I would appreciate your letting me know. For further information please contact me.

Giovanna Santomauro — President
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RIUNIONE D’AREA SOCIETA® DANTE ALIGHIERI ASIA E OCEANIA A HONG KONG

I was very fortunate to be invited to attend a gathering of Dante committees of the Asia and Oceanic region between
19" to 21% January in Hong Kong to represent the Gold Coast committee. The convention was attended by the Rome
delegates Andrea Vincenzoni, Vice Secretary-General of the Societa Dante Alighieri, Sara Di Simone, Head of
Territorial Operations and Barbara D’ Annunzio, Head of the Didactics and Professional Training Unit. The other Dante
committees represented were Perth, Canberra, Sydney, Adelaide, Hong Kong, The Philippines, Kyoto and Osaka.

Over the 3 days, each committee made a presentation on their Dante showing all the aspects from the school to cultural
events. We looked at the some of the changes to the Dante website in Rome and what they offer and how as a region,
we can work together more. Two of these days were specifically directed at Dante teachers as professional in-service,
the focus of which was listening skills. Barbara D’ Annunzio and Prof. Fabio Caon shared many new teaching ideas.

Vice Secretary General
Andrea Vincenzoni.
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Teachers Professional In-service Andrea Vincenzoni with delegates

The Hong Kong Dante must truly be thanked for their organization and hospitality. We attended several evening
functions also with the presence of the Hong Kong Consul. We had a wonderful Chinese restaurant experience in
Kaloon and an Italian dinner which was comparable with any excellent restaurant in Italy. The Dante team were very
friendly, advising us of great places to see and things to do.

Rita Lo Presti

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters
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Ciao a tutti! I'm Beatrice, your newest Italian teacher here at Dante, and
I'm absolutely thrilled to join this wonderful community. Let me share a
bit about myself and my journey into the world of language.

Originally from the heart of Rome, Italy, I've always had a passion for
languages. From the moment | learned to speak, | was fascinated by the
intricate dance of words and their meanings. This fascination led me to
pursue studies in linguistics, with a BA in linguistics. | then earned a
Master's degree in Translation and Interpreting, and later, a second
Master's in Comparative Literatures from the University of Cambridge.

My linguistic journey then took me to the bustling streets of London,
where | spent six whirlwind years wearing three different hats —
translator, interpreter, and teacher. If there's one thing I learned in all my
roles, it's that language is both an art and a science, much like perfecting
the recipe for a delicious tiramisu! From serving institutions like the
Metropolitan Police, the Home Office, and the Italian Consulate of
London to sharing my passion for Italian through private tutoring
sessions, each role added layers of experience to my journey. | also
served as a Teacher Fellow of Translation at the University of Oxford. In
terms of scholarly interests, | have a deep passion for feminist theory,
Renaissance Italian literature, psychoanalytic theory, and contemporary
Italian literature.

I firmly believe that language is the key to unlocking the treasures of
culture and heritage and I'm genuinely thrilled to share my love for the
Italian language and culture with each of you. In my teaching approach, |
believe in striking the perfect balance between grammar, vocabulary, and
conversation. Let's embark on this adventure together, exploring the
wonders of language and embracing the joy of learning.

Vi aspetto in classe! (I look forward to seeing you in class!)

THANK YOU TO VOLUNTEERS

Thank You Ester Ceron for looking after
the Piazza plants and John Santomauro
for cleaning the Dante air conditioners

SANREMO FESTIVAL 2024
6 FEBRUARY TO 10 FEBRUARY
Ariston Theatre, Sanremo

The Sanremo Italian Song Festival started in
1950. Claudio Villa won it 4 times and so
did Domenico Modugno who sang Volare.

CARNEVALE IN ITALY 2024
28 JANUARY TO 13™ FEBRUARY

To mark the 700™ anniversary of Marco
Polo’s death, on January 8, 1324, he is
celebrated in this year’s Carnevale di
Venezia. The theme is: To the Orient
“Marco Polo’s Amazing Journey”.

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc

07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters
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DANTE CORO

Our DANTE CORO ( Singalong ) group had our first get together after the Christmas break. So good to be back and
hear each other’s news & burst into song.

Along with our Italian songs we had a touch of Slim Dusty to acknowledge our pride & gratitude at being Australian.

Next week we will be visiting Thursday’s COASIT group for some song & dance. This is something very special
and an uplifting experience for us all.

Should you feel you might like to come along & check us out with a view to joining, please feel free to do so. No
audition , no obligation. We meet EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 5:00-6:00pm INSIDE THE ITALIAN CLUB..
We were delighted to have Philippa Hall join us for the first week.

In these uncertain times, singing is a wonderful tonic. We hope you will consider a visit. Virginia Lamb.

HOTA — Home of the Arts — Exhibition
ITALIAN RENNAISANCE ALIVE
Saturday 30" March 2024 to Sunday 4" August 2024

hota.com.au

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters
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Part 4 of Mark Hayward’s Italian adventures

Breaking down the walls (and putting them back up again)

As | previously mentioned, I took out my fascination of ‘all things Italian’ by building a low dry-stone wall and set of
steps at our property at Ormeau. During this time | took to Facebook for inspiration and advice. There | found a great
site called Amici Muro a secco (friends of dry-stone walls) and befriended Maurizio who Beppe had earlier advised me
was a maestro at building dry-stone walls.

Over the past 4 years or so Maurizio and | have corresponded via Facebook and I cheekily said to him a couple of years
ago that when | get over to Tuscany next time | will come and meet him in person and give him a hand building walls
for a day to learn from Il Maestro. Maurizio graciously said “no problema!”

So here we are in Florence with school finishing at 1:00pm, but the sun not setting till late, so | Facebooked Maurizio
who | saw had been working on a large set of walls just up the road near Pisa. We caught a regional train out to
Pontedera and Maurizio met us holding up a nameplate like chauffeurs do at airports — too funny! He spoke no English
S0 again Italian it was. We chatted all the way up into the hills where we turned into an olive grove owned by 77 year
old Orlando. We climbed up to where he was currently working and set about pulling down a 10m section of wall built
by the Medicis several hundred years ago and then set about caringly building it back up in better shape. All the time
instructions and chatter with Maurizio and his co-worker were solo in Italiano. What a great experience, and | hope the
wall lasts another 500 years!

We descended to the farmhouse with its now pristine walled garden thanks to Maurizio and enjoyed the view from the
beautiful pool area, complete with rock flamingos that Maurizio makes and sells at markets. It was a bit cloudy on the
day we were there, but Maurizio advised that on a clear day you can see to Sardinia and Corsica!!! | told Orlando that |
would love to come back and help with the pruning and harvesting of olives to which he replied in Italian * we will wait
for you to come back in October’. He also offered us to stay at one of his disused but recently renovated three storey
houses complete with an olive press in the basement! Maybe on

ReRE A \ D & [

e day we will! Mark Hayward
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Maurizio and I behind the section of
wall we just restored

I have served as a Student Representative on the Committee

| for several years, but as I am moving to north Queensland to live, I
have advised that I will not be nominating again this year.

I encourage others to consider nominating as it affords a great
W insight to the management of ‘our’ society. The Committee holds

4 monthly Zoom meetings which last about half an hour, and in

addition to the usual reports from the President, Treasurer, Secretary
and other office-holders, discusses other issues affecting the running
of the School.

It is therefore not a large commitment, but ensures broad
input to matters discussed.

I look forward to seeing some new faces elected to the

Pool area complete with rock flamingos Committee at the forthcoming AGM. Mark Hayward

overlooking the sea and Sardegna beyond
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DENDY CINEMAS SOUTHPORT

BRINGING THE WORLD’S BEST
CINEMA TO SOUTHPORT
Travelling Film Festival
16 — 18 February 2024

Queen Street Village,
129 Queen Street, Southport

OPENING NIGHT THE EIGHT MIOUNTAINS

FRIDAY 16 FEBRUARY | 7:00 PM

Directed by Felix Van Groeningen & Charlotte Vandermeersch
Italy, Belgium [ Italian, English, Nepali
147 mins | M

In this Cannes Festival Jury Prize winner, two lifelong friends
grow apart and back together through the twists and turns of
life, set and shot against the stunning backdrop of the Italian
Alps and the Himalayas.

Director Felix van Groeningen (The Broken Circle Breakdown)
achieves another remarkable film with the story of Pietro and
Bruno who meet in the Italian Alps as children and become fast
friends. Over their divergent lives, they reconnect again and
again around the mountain where they met. A potent exploration
of friendship, resilience, and realisation, this is an unforgettable
film intimately felt, and epically filmed in magnificent locations.

@

Winner, Four David di Donatello Awards (Italian “Oscars”) FESTIVAL

ve

LA CHIMIERA

SUN 18 FEB 7:00 P\

Directed by Alice Rohrwacher
Italy, Switzerland | English, Italian with
English subtitles [ 130 mins [ M

In this enchanting romantic
adventure and ripping heist movie
like no other, a young British
archaeologist (Josh O'Connor) gets
caught up in an international
network dealing in stolen Italian
artefacts.

Tuscany, early 1980s. Arthur (a
revelatory Josh O’Connor, The
Crown) has just been released
from a short stint in prison. During
his earlier studies in the region, he
fell in love with Beniamina, the
daughter of an aging local
aristocrat (Isabella Rossellini), but
she’s now gone. And he’s fallen in
with the Tombaroli, a rowdy crew
of twenty-somethings who
pretend to make their living as
farmers and entertainers, but
instead pilfer ancient Etruscan
tombs for treasures to sell on the
black market, hoping to one day

strike it rich...
tiff

()
HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

FESTIVAL DE CANNES
“Uniquely magical.”
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OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS. GRAZIE

THE GOLD COAST
ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB

COLLAS MORO ROSS . .
18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters
Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings
) _Ph 075539 9099 www.italoaustralianclub.com.au
Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
Web: www.cmrlawyers.com.au
20/47 Watts Drive

VARSITY LAKES

Brisbane Business Equipment
Unit 1, 747 Fairfield Road
Yeerongpilly Qld 4105
ITALIAN SPOKEN Ph: 07 3255 9500
E: admin@bbe.net.au
BRISBANE BUSINESS EQUIPMEN]

Small Business Specialists E R A R D Contact us today

G
Specialists in SMSF W 07 55321733

Income Tax Returns or call Gerard direct on

Business Advisory 0 41 2 7 5 3 3 3 9

Financial Planning & Investment Advice A S S 0 ( | AT E S

www.wilkes.com.au

Retirement & Estate Planning info@wilkes.com.au
CHARTERTETD

ACCOUNTANTS
FOR GENUINE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & ADVICE

EST. 1977 Family Owned and Operated

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AUSTRALIA + NEW ZEALAND

yommercial Tower 3, Level 5, 9 Lawson Street , Southport Qld 4215

SOCIETA" DANTE ALIGHIERI GOLD COAST INC.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

THURSDAY 29™ FEBRUARY 6 P.M. DANTE ROOMS
2/18 FAIRWAY DRIVE, CLEAR ISLAND WATERS
All information is on the website — www.dantegoldcoast.com.au

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters
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