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DANTE NEWS 

GOLD COAST 

January/gennaio 2024 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE   

DATE CLAIMER 
12

th
 January 2024  

Early Bird for classes finishes 

 

16
th

 January 2024 

Mini Courses start 

Enrolments 4.30 – 6 p.m.  

 

19
th

 January 2024 

Italian classes resume  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Dear members 

 

I hope you had a good start to 2024 and that you weren’t severely affected by the extreme weather and damaging 

conditions. We were very fortunate to have only lost internet for a couple of days.  Our son and his family had no power 

for 5 days. Some people lost power for longer periods, some still don’t have power and some lost everything.   

 

We extend our deepest condolences to  Life Member, Tony Carnovale, on the recent loss of his wife June.   

 

Just a reminder that Dante membership is now due for renewal for non student members.  Life Members no longer pay 

for membership and students pay for it with their course enrolment. Membership forms are on the website.  Thank you to 

our Life Member, Web Master,  Dr. Brian Bell, for putting all that information on the web for your convenience. 

 

Rita Lo Presti has been chosen to represent the Gold Coast Dante Alighieri Society  at the first conference for Dante 

Societies in the Asian and Oceanic area which will be held in Hong Kong on January 19th. On the 20th and 21st January 

there will be a professional refresher course for teachers.  The welcome for Presidents and delegates will be held at the 

Hong Kong headquarters of the Italian Consul General.  The other  workshops will be held at the Dante Hong Kong 

centre. Thank you Rita for your attendance.   

 

On Pagina 3, Francesca Parato writes, in Italian, about her Australian experience with a few photos with her Dante 

students on Pagina 4. 

 

On Pagina 5 and Pagina 6 Mark Hayward  continues his Italian Experiences story. 

 

We are including , Italiani da Ricordare, a list of famous Italians to be celebrated this year.    

 

Cordiali saluti       

Giovanna Santomauro 
Cav. Giovanna Santomauro 

Presidente 
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Ciao a tutti, 

I am very excited to have been invited to represent the Società Dante Alighieri, Gold Coast in  Hong Kong 

for the Società Dante Alighieri e i Comitati Dante dell’Area Asia – Oceania conference from the 19
th

 to the  

21
st
 of January. Though I will be overseas, I will still be organizing classes and contacting and responding to 

emails if you need me. I return on the 25
th  

of January before the classes commence. 

 

I hope you are enjoying the holiday break. If you wish to take advantage of the Early bird price or 

considering coming back to classes for Semester 1, it is definitely time to do so now so we can start to 

organize/ finalize our classes. 

 

          *Early Bird Special price- Payment before 12 January 2024- $510 including membership  

 Or come to the   Enrolment at the rooms- Tuesday 16 January  4.30-6.00 p.m.    

 

 All our details- dates, prices, times, forms, breaks and holidays for 2024 are all on the website. 

 

**It is essential that if returning to classes, you complete an enrolment form and make payment. 

Also remember that if a class does not have the required minimum number, we are happy to refund if no 

other suitable class is available for you. 

 

Thank you to those who attended mini courses over the break in 2023 . Thank you also to our teachers 

Martina and Ilaria for taking these extra classes.           

 

Important Course Dates                                                             
    

    * Mini Courses – Italian Grammar and Conversation Clinic Tuesday 16 Jan/ 23 Jan  10-12noon 

                            - Il Caffe` Culturale- Wednesday   17 Jan/ 24 Jan  10.00- 12.00 noon 

                            - Italian Conversation Online Thursday 18 Jan/ 25 Jan 6.30-8.00pm 

            * Classes commence- week beginning 29
th

 January 

 

 Any questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 55270797 or email me: 

ritalopresti@hotmail.com  
         Rita – School Director 

                                                             

In Asia, there are Dante Alighieri Societies in: 
                The Philippines- Manila 

       China- 2 - on mainland and Hong Kong 

       Japan- Tokyo and Osaka 

       Sri Lanka 

               Thailand- Bangkok 

                Vietnam- Hanoi 

mailto:ritalopresti@hotmail.com
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   ARRIVEDERCI FRANCESCA 

 

1º Gennaio 2020. È questa la data in cui sono arrivata a Gold Coast da una cittadina vicino a Verona. L’Australia era da 

tanto tempo un sogno nel cassetto, realizzato per la prima volta a Dicembre del 2017, quando per la prima volta ho 

messo piede nella terra dei canguri, per fare una breve visita con la mia famiglia a mia sorella Valentina, che da anni 

già viveva qui, e poi a Luglio 2018, quando sono arrivata per trascorrere un anno di scoperta, prima lavorando in una 

farm in New South Wales, e in seguito a Sydney. 

 

I miei studi italiani hanno riguardato l’educazione, diventando maestra di scuola primaria e dell’infanzia, specializzata 

anche in insegnamento di sostegno e metodo Montessori, ma la realtà lavorativa che ho trovato nel mio Paese non 

combaciava con la mia idea di scuola. Per questo motivo ho sempre sofferto il mio lavoro, sentendo nel profondo che 

non era la mia meta finale. 

 

E allora è arrivata l’Australia: in Italia, l’Australia è vista come il Paese delle opportunità, ed io non vedevo l’ora di 

scoprire quale persona potevo diventare. 

 

Poche settimane dopo il mio arrivo a Gold Coast, ho provato a contattare la Dante Alighieri, che mi ha subito dato 

l’opportunità di iniziare, di lì a poco, ad insegnare, questa volta agli adulti, e per questo le sarò per sempre grata: grazie 

alla Dante ho riscoperto la bellezza della mia lingua, mi sono nuovamente innamorata dell’insegnamento e soprattutto 

ho conosciuto persone splendide che porterò sempre nel cuore. Questo e le tante esperienze vissute in questi anni, mi 

hanno aiutata ad intraprendere un percorso di crescita personale e professionale prezioso ed inestimabile. 

 

Purtroppo, il mio tempo qui è terminato, per ora: io e il mio compagno abbiamo ricevuto un’ottima offerta di lavoro in 

Italia, e, seppur non senza dispiacere, abbiamo deciso di accettarla. Qui abbiamo vissuto quattro anni meravigliosi, ma 

non abbiamo mai nascosto la nostra mancanza della famiglia, la cui vita procede senza poterne condividere i momenti 

più importanti quanto quelli più piccoli e quotidiani, sui quali però si costruiscono i ricordi più belli. 

 

Questa opportunità lavorativa ci permetterà, speriamo, di costruirci una vita dignitosa, restando più vicini alle persone a 

noi care. O almeno ci proveremo, sapendo che, se dopo un anno dovessimo capire che l’Italia definitivamente non fa 

per noi, potremo decidere di tornare in Australia. Chissà dove ci porterà la Vita… 

 

So però che continuerò a insegnare italiano, seppur da lì, a chiunque vorrà, perché finora è stato qualcosa che mi ha 

riempito di soddisfazione e che non vorrei abbandonare. 

 

Vorrei davvero ringraziare la Dante, i suoi docenti e studenti. Sono innumerevoli i momenti di apprendimento, di 

scambio e di risate che ho vissuto con moltissimi di voi, oltre che le amicizie nate grazie alle lezioni. Mi avete 

insegnato molto e mi avete riservato parole e gesti di gentilezza e affetto che non dimenticherò. 

 

Per chi vorrà, sarò felice di ricevere le vostre mail per avere aggiornamenti su come state, e chissà, magari ci vedremo 

in Italia per un tour del Lago di Garda e Verona! 

 

Con affetto e gratitudine,    Buona Vita a tutti. 

 

          Francesca 
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Delle foto di Francesca con gli studenti. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
          

 

Delle foto di Francesca con gli studenti 

 

 

 

 
 

Buon Anno a tutti 
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    (Marco’s Part 1 and  Part 2 are in November 2023 

 and December 2023 newletters) 

 

I would like to share some of the other experiences we 

engaged in whilst in Florence for a week and encourage 

others to not just follow the milling crowd through the 

cathedrals and galleries, but also plan your own 

adventures.  It is these experiences that stand out for me.  

The buildings will be there forever to visit in your later 

years (oh damn we are already there!), but whilst you are 

healthy and active, take long hikes to lesser known 

villages, get on a train to a random town and explore its 

treasures etc.  Here are some of the things we did, and 

now hold as irreplaceable memories: 

 

Visit to Montecatini 

A few years ago I participated in a cycling event in 

Tuscany called Strade Bianche where the 8000 

participants from all over the world ride on the white 

gravel roads (strade bianche) of Tuscany on hilly courses 

ranging from 40 to 180km (I did the 87km one). I met a 

lot of Italian friends during that time and still keep in 

touch with them on Facebook.  One is my bike supplier 

Beppe from whom I have bought several classic Italian 

steel-framed racing bikes from manufacturers such as 

Colnago, Pinarelli, Olmo etc.  Anyhow I digress.  On 

this recent visit, I contacted Beppe and arranged to catch 

the train out to meet him in his home town of 

Montecatini Terme just north of Florence.  This is a 

beautiful town that was famous for its thermal hot 

springs and the many health spas and resorts that were 

built on these.  Although it was once a very popular 

destination, it has fallen into disrepair and only one or 

two large spas are now open.  It was good to see though 

that since my last visit 5 years ago, many of the beautiful 

old buildings are being lovingly restored so it may 

flourish once again – who knows. 

 
 One of the old Spa resorts 

 

Beppe picked us up near the train station and took us out 

to a demolition yard of a friend of his where we viewed 

all sorts of antique statues, tiles etc. sorted and stacked 

waiting to be re-purposed in renovated homes.   

Beppe knew I had been making a dry-stone wall at my 

home in Ormeau so thought I would be interested to see 

these treasures, and I was. 

 
treasure trove 

We then went back to his home where his garage is 

FULL of the steel racing bikes that he buys locally and 

sells all over the world.  It really is a great collection – I 

think Kathy who also rides was even impressed, and 

now excuses me somewhat for my meagre collection of 

a dozen or so bikes �  

 
     Just a few vintage steel bicycles for sale 

 

He then dropped us at the terminus for the funicolare 

that takes residents (and a few tourists) up to 

Montecatini Alto. There are spectacular views over the 

surrounding countryside from here, but soon it started to 

storm.  We had two choices – make a run for it or 

weather it out.  Most tourists scarpered, but choosing 

the latter option, we took a seat at a local restaurant and 

proceeded to have a wonderfully peaceful dinner 

without the usual crowds.   
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building. He introduced us to the Director and I 

proceeded, again in Italian, to ask if he could help us 

locate the grave of the famous Australian Pilot Bert 

Hinkler. Once we told him that his name was actually 

Herbert Hinkler, the Director found him in his database 

and advised us where his plot was. With only 10 minutes 

to closing time, a loud siren sounded to warn the then 

two (us) visitors to the cemetery that it was about to 

close, we found Hinkler’s grave, paid our respects to this 

great man who died so far from his home soil.  We then 

respectfully weeded his overgrown pebble-covered grave 

and left back for Florence.  Mission accomplished! 


  
                Hinkler’s grave 

 

  In the next newsletter ..... 

 

         Breaking down the walls (and putting  

 them back up again).   

 

 
       Toiling on the wall in Tuscan summer heat 



 

When finished, and the storm had passed, we made our 

way back to the funicolare terminus, descended to 

Montecatini once more and caught a train back into 

Florence ready for bed. A wonderful day out. 

 
              Funicolare to Montecatini Alto 

 

Bert Hinkler’s Grave 
On one of our recent caravanning trips to north 

Queensland, we stopped in at the Bert Hinkler museum 

in Bundaberg.  Bert was a famous pioneering aviator 

and is probably less famous in Australia than he should 

be, after all he was the first person in the world to fly 

solo from England to Australia in 1928. This feat took 

him 16 days, when modern day aircraft take 16 hours!  

Whilst at the museum, we saw amongst the photos and 

story boards, that he died when he crashed into a 

hillside in Tuscany on 7
th
 January 1933.  The then ruler 

Mussolini was impressed with Hinkler’s exploits so 

when he crashed in his back yard, paid him the respect 

of a State Funeral.  Bert is now buried in the Agli Allori 

Evangelical Cimetri on the outskirts of Florence. 

 

We decided it would be great to ‘bookend’ our earlier 

discovery of Bert’s death by visiting his grave.  We set 

out one very hot afternoon and walked to the outskirts 

of the city, then hailed a taxi which took us the rest of 

the way.  It was getting late and the cemetery was about 

to close in just 20 minutes. Entering the cemetery 

walls, I saw a man closing up the flower shop in the 

corner of the grounds and approached him asking in 

Italian if he knew the whereabouts of Hinkler’s grave.  

He responded that the cemetery director would know, 

and with that, led us to an office in the central  
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  OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS.  GRAZIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 

 

Ph 07 5539 9099 

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web:  www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

20/47 Watts Drive 

VARSITY LAKES 

 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 
 

 

 

THE GOLD COAST 

ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 
 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings 

www.italoaustralianclub.com.au 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
http://www.italoaustralianclub.com.au/

