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DANTE NEWS 

GOLD COAST 

January/gennaio 2025  

DATE CLAIMER 
December 2024 – January 2026 

Jubilee  Year in Italy 

 

13th January – Mini Courses start 

 

3rd February – regular classes start 

 

26th February -  AGM  

 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOW DUE  

FOR NON STUDENT MEMBERS 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Dear members and friends 

 

I hope you had a good Christmas and a great start to 2025.  Thank you to all members who have renewed their 

membership for 2025. Non student members can complete the form online or if you wish I can send one to you. 

 

We appreciate the effort taken to complete the survey which was emailed out to everyone.  Where possible we will try to 

implement the suggestions you have given us.  I would like us to form a sub-committee to organise the cultural and social 

events.  Please let me know if you are able to join me on this. 

 

Thank you to members who contributed to this newsletter, Rita Lo Presti, Brian Bell, Charlotte Petrucci and Deanna 

Nott.  Please share your experiences for travelling and studying in Italy with us.   

 

Cordiali saluti ,    Giovanna Santomauro  

 (Cav. Giovanna Santomauro )  Presidente 

 

Dante Committee 
Standing (from left) Vice 

President/School Director, Rita Lo 

Presti, Web Master Dr Brian Bell, 

President, Cav. Giovanna 

Santomauro, Nessy Pile and  

Judith Roberts. Sitting (from left) 

Secretary,  M. Anna Domaneschi, 

Treasurer, Gerard Wilkes and  

Vice President, Gino Moro.  

Committee members not in photo 

– Facebook Manager/Instagram , 

Martina Medda and Jaquie 

Shelton. 
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Buon Anno a tutti!      Welcome Back!! 

 

If you are still in holiday mode and forgotten to enrol in our classes, it’s definitely time to do so now so we can finalize 

our classes. All our details- dates, prices, times, forms, breaks and holidays are all on the website. 

 

Thank you to all who attended mini courses with Martina in December. The January’s mini courses are going ahead.   

 

It is essential that if returning to classes, you complete an enrolment form and make payment. We are not having an 

enrolment night at the rooms anymore as everyone now tends to enrol online. 

                              

Also remember that if a class does not have the required minimum number, we are happy to refund if no other suitable 

class is available for you. 

 

Fees 
Fees after  3 January are  -  18 week course-   $590                                                                                                       

 

For term by term payment or Italian for Travellers course, please go the website 

 

Payment- Direct Debit    BSB 034216   Acct 862414   

                         ** Use Surname as Reference of Payee 

 

Important Course Dates                2025 

 

Mini Courses-     * Improve your Fluency  with Martina 

                            Beg 3- Inter 2     Tuesday 14  Jan & 21 Jan     10-12 noon 

                            Inter 3- Adv         Monday 13 Jan & 20 Jan      10- 11.30 a.m. 

                            Beg – Inter         Thursday 16 Jan & 23 Jan      6.30- 8.30pm 

 

 

          * Classes commence- week beginning 3
rd

 February   

   

        Semester 1 

 Term 1 -    3 February- 4 April    9 weeks 

 Term 2 -    28 April- 27 June       9 weeks                        All our dates can also be found on the website. 

 

 

  Private Classes 

If you would like private classes, early bookings would guarantee your preferred day and time. Please  complete a 

private class request form or ring me to discuss this further. 

Please note the terms and conditions of the private classes. 

 

Any ideas, questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 55270797 or email me:  

info@dantegoldcoast.com                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                   Rita          School Director     

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

CHE IL NUOVO ANNO CI PORTI EMOZIONI, SODDISFAZIONI, 

GIOIA, PACE MA SOPRATTUTTO SALUTE.    

AUGURI 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

I Re Magi ci insegnano che non dobbiamo mai arrenderci, nonostante le difficolta` 

e il lungo viaggio, perche` cio` che  vedremo alla fine sara` bellissimo. 

 
 

mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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Staying Connected in Italy: What You Need to Know About eSIM Cards 

 
Travelling to Italy is a wonderful experience, and staying connected with family and friends while you're there is 

essential. But how can you do that easily and affordably, especially if you're not very confident with technology? One 

option that’s becoming more common is the eSIM card. In this article, I’ll try to explain what an eSIM is, how it 

compares to traditional SIM cards, and how to use it effectively, including some handy tips for calling home. 

 

What is an eSIM?  An eSIM ("embedded SIM") is a digital version of the SIM card that’s usually inserted into your 

phone. Instead of swapping out a physical card when you travel, the eSIM is built right into your phone. You can 

download and activate a new eSIM profile directly on your device without needing to visit a store or change any 

hardware. 

 

Do I Need a New Phone for an eSIM? Most newer smartphones (like recent iPhones and Android models) support 

eSIMs. If you're unsure, check with your phone provider or look in your phone’s settings to see if eSIM capability is 

listed. 

 

How Does an eSIM Work? Before your trip, or once you arrive in Italy, you can purchase an eSIM plan online from 

providers like Airalo, Holafly, or GigSky. After purchasing, you'll receive a QR code (a kind of barcode). Scanning 

this code on your phone will set up the eSIM for use. 

 

What Are the Benefits of Using an eSIM? 

 No Need to Change Physical SIMs: Everything is done digitally, so there’s no need to fiddle with small SIM 

cards. 

 Convenient: You can set up your eSIM before you leave, so you’re ready to go as soon as you land. 

 Multiple Plans: You can switch between your regular SIM and the eSIM whenever you want. This is helpful 

if you want to use your Italian eSIM for data while keeping your home number active for receiving calls and 

texts. 

What Are My Other Options? 

If you prefer not to use an eSIM, you still have options: 

1. Physical SIM Cards: You can buy a prepaid SIM card once you arrive in Italy. Providers like TIM, 

Vodafone, and WindTre offer tourist-friendly plans. 

2. Roaming with Your Home Provider: Your current mobile plan might offer international roaming. However, 

this can be expensive if you’re using a lot of data. 

Important Things to Note About eSIM Plans -  Most eSIM plans for travellers are data-only. This means they 

provide internet access but do not support regular phone calls or SMS texting. To make calls or send messages to 

family and friends, you’ll need to use internet-based apps like: 

 

 WhatsApp 

 Facebook Messenger 

 Skype FaceTime (for Apple devices)  

These apps use your data connection to make calls, so you won’t incur additional calling charges. Just make sure 

the people you want to call also have these apps installed 

        (Continued on Pagina 4) 
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Staying Connected in Italy: What You Need to Know About eSIM Cards (Cont.) 

 
Tips for Using an eSIM Successfully 

1. Set Up in Advance: If possible, download and activate the eSIM before you travel, so you’re connected 

immediately upon arrival. 

2. Check Compatibility: Make sure your phone supports eSIMs. 

3. Save Your QR Code: Keep a printed copy of your eSIM QR code or have it saved on a device other than 

your phone in case you need to reinstall it. 

4. Switching Back: You can switch between your home SIM and the eSIM in your phone’s settings. Don’t 

delete the eSIM profile unless you’re sure you no longer need it. 

Final Thoughts 

Whether you choose an eSIM, a physical SIM, or roaming, staying connected in Italy can be simple. An eSIM can 

provide an easy, hassle-free way to enjoy affordable data, allowing you to use maps, stay in touch via WhatsApp, 

and share your adventures. Don’t let technology worries hold you back—it’s easier than it sounds, and there are 

plenty of resources to help you! 

I used an eSIM when we went to New Zealand recently and it was perfect.  We didn’t have a GPS in our hire car, so 

we used the eSIM on our mobile and displayed on the car display and it worked perfectly.  My daughter also used 

one throughout Europe and had no problems. 

When you purchase an eSIM it is for a country or group of countries, for a particular period and for a certain amount 

of data.  For 5Gbytes of data for a month, it costs approximately $25, depending on the provider.  You can go on line 

and top it up if you need to, but if you are using free Wi-Fi of a night wherever you are staying, you won’t use a lot 

of data during the day.    Buon viaggio! 

          Brian Bell 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

CIAO A TUTTI E BUON ANNO NUOVO! 

 

I hope everyone has started the year in a great way and is ready for a fantastic 2025. I wanted to write a couple of 

words to thank everyone I have encountered in my journey at Dante Alighieri. 

 

Teaching my beautiful language has been an absolute pleasure, and what has made it all more special has been the 

commitment and joy I have had the chance to witness from all our students. 

 

I am sure a lot of you would have signed up many moons ago to try a new thing, or maybe to learn some Italian 

before your upcoming Italian holiday. The fact that some of you have been with Dante so long is a true testament 

that not only have you have found a passion for the language, but also met a lot of new beautiful friends and 

hopefully enjoyed our classes, and still do to this day. 

 

Seeing all of you every week has been such a wonderful experience, and I wish you all a 2025 filled with lots of 

Italian classes, holidays, prosecco, and maybe even some antipasto. 

 

Ciao a tutti e Buon Anno.        Charlotte 
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 A Tale of Two Villas - Exploring Tuscany’s Charm   - Deanna Nott 

 

Ciao ragazzi 

 

In 2023, we had the pleasure of staying at the Villa I Barronci Resort and Spa in San Casciano in Val di Pesa. Last  year, 

we decided to try something new and stayed at Villa I Poggiale, also in San Casciano. Both experiences were delightful, 

yet quite different, each offering its own unique charm. 

 

Villa I Barronci Resort and Spa  Address: Via Sorripa, 10, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa FI, Italy 

 

Villa I Barronci is a mixture of traditional Tuscany with many modern additions around the main residence. The rooms, 

though smaller, were impeccably designed and offered a cozy, hotel-like feel. The standout feature for me was the 

breakfast. It was simply outstanding, with a variety of options that left us looking forward to each morning. The coffee 

was excellent, setting a perfect tone for the day ahead. If you enjoy the villa-feel combined with contemporary ambiance 

and top-notch breakfast offerings, Villa I Barronci is a great choice. 

 

Villa I Poggiale  Address: Via Empolese, 69, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa FI, Italy 

 

Villa I Poggiale, on the other hand, felt like a true Tuscan villa experience. It is no wonder this place is so popular for 

weddings. The rooms were much larger and the villa had a stunning private library where we spent quite a bit of time. 

The small, dedicated staff made us feel at home, and the honesty bar was a charming touch. There’s nothing quite like 

enjoying a Campari spritz or a glass of wine while overlooking a beautiful Tuscan valley. Although I loved both villas, 

Villa I Barronci’s modern amenities and excellent breakfast slightly edged it out as my preferred stay. 

 

Our Tuscan adventure also took us to some familiar and beloved places – I thought I would share these with you in case 

you are looking for some tips for your next visit. 

 

The Mall - Luxury Outlet Shopping -  Address: Via Europa, 8, 50066 Leccio FI, Italy 

 

We couldn’t resist another visit to The Mall, a luxury outlet shopping haven featuring brands like Gucci, Dolce e 

Gabbana, Fendi, Prada and Moncler. It’s a shopper’s paradise and a must-visit for anyone who loves fashion. 

 

Greve in Chianti -  Address: Piazza Matteotti, 50022 Greve in Chianti FI, Italy 

 

Greve in Chianti remains as charming as ever. The main piazza is lovely and we had the pleasure of again visiting the 

historic butchery, Antica Macelleria Falorni. The local flavours and the quaint atmosphere make Greve a special place. 

 

Ristorante Da Bule - Address: Via Chiantigiana, 29, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa FI, Italy 

 

We returned to Ristorante Da Bule, which was good, although not as spectacular as our first visit. Our new favourite, 

however, was Villa Machiavelli. 

 

Villa Machiavelli - Address: Via Scopeti, 64, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa FI, Italy 

 

The restaurant at Villa Machiavelli was so amazing we visited twice. The Bistecca alla Fiorentina was a highlight. Villa 

Machiavelli has a rich history, having been the residence of Niccolò Machiavelli during his exile. Dining here felt like 

stepping back in time, with the food and ambiance enhancing the experience. 

 

Immagine Capelli -  Address: Via IV Novembre, 84, 50026 San Casciano in Val di Pesa FI, Italy 

 

Another highlight was visiting Immagine Capelli, where I had my hair dyed and straightened. It was a wonderful 

opportunity to practice my Italian and immerse myself in the local culture. It was such good value too … cheaper than 

home 

 

         (Continued on Pagina 6) 
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Exploring Tuscany’s Charm (Continued) 
 

ZTL Fine Adventure -  Driving in San Casciano is usually a joy, but we did get a fine for accidentally driving 

during the ZTL (limited traffic zone) operation. It’s a reminder to always check and understand local traffic 

regulations when you have a hire car! 

 

Fattoria Poggio Alloro   Address: Località Montefalconi, 53037 San Gimignano SI, Italy 

 

One of our favourite days included lunch at Fattoria Poggio Alloro. We enjoyed unlimited wines, delicious 

pasta and breathtaking views of San Gimignano, often called the Manhattan of Italy. We met a wonderful 

American family and had a fantastic time. We also headed into San Gimignano and walked amongst the historic 

buildings. If you are feeling like exercise, you can visit Torre Grossa  - it is open to visitors … I was too tired 

and full to attempt it! 

 

Officina della Bistecca -  Address: Via XX Luglio, 11, 50022 Panzano in Chianti FI, Italy 

 

We also revisited the best butchery in Italy … you can find the butcher himself in Panzano, at Officina della 

Bistecca. His name is Dario Cecchini and he is a true showman! He (along with 20 staff) offer an amazing 

lunch, filled with great food and wonderful company from around the world, all for a fixed price of 50 euros per 

person. 

 

Our stay in Tuscany was filled with beautiful drives, relaxing swims at the villa and leisurely walks. The 

Tuscan countryside never ceases to amaze me with its timeless beauty. 

 

Next stop - Ischia, a true hidden gem! Stay tuned for more stories from our Italian adventures.  A presto! 

           Deanna Nott    

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Jubilee 2025 is a special holy year in Rome, the Vatican City, and across Italy, starting at 

Christmas 2024 and ending at Epiphany 2026. A Jubilee year is a time for celebration, and sees 

millions of pilgrims visiting Rome seeking spiritual renewal and a stronger connection to their faith. 

This special event, occurring only every quarter century, will mark a year of pilgrimage, reflection and 

renewal 
 

 
Life Member, Tony Carnovale, President, Giovanna Santomauro, Committee member Judith Roberts 

and Life Member, Astrid Pennisi enjoying a coffee at Sorrento shopping village during the holidays. 
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  OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS.  GRAZIE 
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COLLAS MORO ROSS 

 

Ph 07 5539 9099 

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web:  www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

20/47 Watts Drive 

VARSITY LAKES 

 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 
 

 

 

THE GOLD COAST 

ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 
 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings 

www.italoaustralianclub.com.au 

 

 

 

 

Buon compleanno Susanna 

Konigsberg.  Pranzo con 

amiche Judith e Giovanna  

a Pacific Fair. 

mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
http://www.italoaustralianclub.com.au/

