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President’s Letter  

 
 

 

Dear members 

 

I am writing this while enjoying this beautiful Gold Coast sunny day in lockdown. 

We had to shorten our enrolment time in our rooms so that Rita and I could return home 

before Covid lockdown started.  Welcome to all our new and returning students. If you  

have had a break from classes or know anyone who would like to learn Italian please 

ask them to contact Rita.  All details are on our website.  

 

June is always a busy month celebrating Italy’s Festa della Repubblica events.  On the 

2
nd

 June, John and I were invited to the Italian Consul’s official function at Customs 

House. I even wore my Cavaliere pin and Dante gold medal. It was good to catch up 

with people I had not seen for a long time.  There were two other Dante Presidents 

there, Claire Kennedy from Brisbane and Gary Montagner from Cairns.  On the 5
th
 June 

was the celebration at the Gold Coast Italo Australian Club hosted by club president, 

Robyn Wallace.  The Italian Consul, Salvatore Napolitano, his wife Diana and daughter 

Alessia were special guests of honour.  The music by Raff Dee was a lovely surprise. I 

recognised the Italian songs and even knew the words to them. 

 

We were planning to have our film mornings start again this month but at present we 

are just waiting to see how the situation with Covid goes.  On the 15
th
 August,  Gino 

and June Moro with Luisa and Maurizio Liussi will be organising our bi-annual picnic 

and car rally “Matta Mattinata in Macchina” .  If you haven’t come before I recommend 

you join us. Make up your team.  It is not a race, just following clues and instructions, 

witten in Italian to get to the destination. On the 21
st
 August will be the next  Italian 

lunch at the Gold Coast Italo Australian Club for Ferragosto. Entertainment again by 

Raff Dee. I hope these events will be able to happen. 

 

I hope you all keep well and safe.  

Cav. Giovanna Santomauro 

Presidente 
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2021 Anno Dantesco   
                                         

 
 

 

DATE CLAIMER 

 

12
th

 July  

2
nd

 Semester classes start  

 

15
th

 August  

Matta Mattinata in 

Macchina 

 

21
st
 August  

Ferragosto lunch at  

Gold Coast Italo 

Australian Club 

 

 

 

The Gold Coast Italo 

Australian Club 

18 Fairway Drive, Clear 

Island Waters 

 

Marco’s Italian 

restaurant 

 

Entertainment 

 

Phone 55751966 for 

bookings. 
 

http://www.dantegoldcoast.com.au/
mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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What a wonderful occasion it was on Friday night 

where we were finally all able to get together for our 

bi-annual end of semester dinner. 

Forty-five teachers and friends from different classes 

were able to catchup in this modern restaurant which 

served us  the most delicious food. 

Olivia Italian Eatery treated us to platters full of 

antipasti, pastas and pizzas. The most delicious was 

the pesto gnocchi con patate e fagiolini. 

Buonissimi!!! 

Everyone talked highly of the experience and have 

already recommended it as our Christmas function. 

With enough numbers, we could book out the entire 

restaurant!! 

 

Thank-you to all who took advantage of the early 

bird price. It helps us to start establishing numbers 

for each class. Please ensure you complete an 

enrolment form either online or hardcopy.  

We hope the numbers will be good in each class so 

that we won’t need to cancel classes. 

 

Many are looking forward to our Conversazione e 

Spumante classes over the break. It isn’t too late to 

book in. Please let me know. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

       Semester 2 Prices 

 

From Saturday 26
th

 June 

$450 (returning student from Sem 1 2021) 

$470 (new student including membership) 
OR   paying term by term 

              Term 1  (10 weeks)      $300.00 

              Term 2   (8 weeks)       $240.00 
Please add $20 membership to these prices if new 

student. These details and the enrolment form are 

on the web site.  

 

Course Dates for Semester 2 2021 
Classes recommence- the week beginning  

                                                 Monday 12 July 
      

Library 

The Dante library will reopen in Semester 2. 

 

Private Classes 
Private classes are always available. Please 

contact me or complete the request form on the 

website. 

 
            If you have any questions or concerns-    

                 please call me on 55270797 

  Or      Email- info@dantegoldcoast.com 

 

                                      Rita School Director  
  
 

  

  
 

        
 

 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS   
 

 

mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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Thank you to Walter Antonucci  for this article in 

English and in Italian.  
 

The history of the " Milite Ignoto"  

(The Unknown Soldier) 1921-2021 

 

 In Rome’s Venice square, there is a large white 

monument called "Il Vittoriano" or " L’altare della Patria". 

This mausoleum was first built in memory of Vittorio 

Emanuele, first king of Italy, but at the end of the First 

World War, it was dedicated to all the soldiers fallen in the 

war represented by only one soldier: The "Milite Ignoto". 

 At the end of the war in 1918, about 600,000 

Italian soldiers had died in various battle fields mainly in 

Italy and in Europe. The horror caused by this war 

prompted many European and some overseas countries to 

build monuments in remembrance of their fallen soldiers 

and as awareness of ill-fated wars.  The Milite Ignoto was 

identified by most countries as symbol of the sacrifice of 

the fallen soldiers whether identified or not. 

 Colonel Giulio Douhet embraced the idea and 

proposed, on August 1920, to choose a body of an 

unknown Italian soldier to represent all the Italian soldiers 

who died in the war.  The Italian parliament approved the 

burial of an unknown deceased soldier in the "Vittoriano". 

In order to choose the body, 11 unidentified deceased 

soldiers were displayed in the church of Aquilea ( Friuli) 

and a mother, Maria Bargamas, whose son died in the war 

and his body never found, chose one of the unidentified 

eleven deceased soldiers. 

 The "Milite Ignoto" was then put in an oak coffin 

and transported from Friuli to Rome, on a train.  The trip 

took a few days because at every railway station the train 

was stopped by numerous crowds who honoured the soldier 

representing all the sons, brothers and fathers lost in the 

war.  In Rome, the coffin was carried by horses, first to the 

church of S. Maria degli Angeli for the funeral mass and 

then to the " Vittoriano" where the body was buried under 

the shrine of an ancient divinity called Roma.  The slab 

which covers the shrine says in latin:  Ignoto Milite. 

 This year marks the one hundredth anniversary of 

the burial and there will be many official ceremonies in 

remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

La storia del Milite Ignoto. 1921-2021 

  

 A piazza Venezia, a Roma, si erge 

mastodontica L’Altare della Patria o il Vittoriano. 

Questa opera inizialmente, fu costruita in memoria 

di Vittorio Emanuele, primo re d'Italia e solo dopo 

la fine della prima guerra mondiale, divenne il luogo 

prescelto per la tomba del Milite Ignoto. 

 Alla fine della guerra del 1918, si contarono 

oltre 600.000 soldati italiani caduti nei vari campi di 

battaglia. L'orrore causato da questa guerra portò 

all’edificazione di monumenti in vari paesi e città 

nel mondo, allo scopo di commemorare questi 

caduti e anche come monito per le future 

generazioni. Il Milite Ignoto fu ideato in quasi tutti i 

paesi europei che avevano preso parte al conflitto e 

esprimeva il simbolo del sacrificio di tutti i caduti 

sia identificati o no. 

 Il colonnello Giulio Douhet, il 24 Agosto 

1920 proponeva, sul modello di quanto era avvenuto 

nelle altre nazioni europee, l'idea di scegliere la 

salma di un soldato ignoto a suggellare il sacrificio 

di tutti gli italiani morti nel conflitto.Il Parlamento 

legiferò l'approvazione della sepoltura del Soldato 

Ignoto il 4 Agosto 1921, definendo il luogo 

dell'inumazione nel monumento del Vittoriano. 

 Nella scelta della salma furono selezionati 

11 cadaveri non identificati, che vennero trasferiti 

nella Basilica di Aquilea in Friuli. 

 Nella la scelta della salma che sarebbe 

divenuta il Milite Ignoto fu incaricata una donna di 

Trieste, Maria Bargamas il cui figlio disertando 

l'esercito Austriaco, (non dimentichiamo che Trieste 

era parte dell'Impero Austro-Ungarico ) per 

combattere nelle file dell'esercito Italiano, fu ucciso 

in battaglia senza che il suo corpo venisse mai 

identificato. La donna scelse una salma tra le undici 

presenti. 

 Il Milite Ignoto fu quindi trasportato in una 

bara di quercia collocata sul convoglio ferroviario 

che lentamente si muoveva per raggiungere Roma. 

Durante il percorso rallentò o si fermò in tutte le 

stazioni dove migliaia di persone resero omaggio al 

Milite Ignoto. 

 A Roma, la bara sistemata su un affusto di 

cannone trainato da cavalli addobbati a lutto e 

seguita da migliaia di reduci e cittadini, si fermò 

dapprima nella Basilica di Santa Maria degli Angeli 

per la cerimonia funebre, quindi trasportata 

all'Altare della Patria e tumolata sotto l'edicola della 

Dea Roma. La lastra di coperture reca la scritta 

latina " Ignoto Militi". 

 Nel 2021, ricorre il centenario 

dell'avvenimento e durante quest'anno ci saranno 

molte celebrazioni. 
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Festa della Repubblica in Brisbane and on the Gold Coast 
 

Here are some photos from the celebration in Brisbane, hosted by the Italian Consul, Salvatore Napolitano and the 

celebration on the Gold Coast, hosted by President of the Gold Coast Italo Australian Club, Robyn Wallace. 

 

 
 

GIRO D’ITALIA THROUGH QUEENSLAND.      https://www.giroditaliathroughqueensland.com/ 

The “Giro d’Italia through Queensland” initiative was organized by the Consulate of Italy in Brisbane, with 

Com.It.Es. Qld. & NT. And other  Italian associations.  It launched last November with a dinner in Brisbane 

featuring the Abruzzo region.  On the 18
th
 June, the initiative continued with a dinner event featuring the Tuscan 

region, developing through an evening with a Dante menu on the 700th anniversary of Dante's death and recital of 

Dante’s works by Danteatro. The event also featured the illustrations and contents of the first Australian 

translation of the Divine Comedy by the great Queensland political leader and jurist Sir Samuel Griffith. Other 

links between Tuscany and Queensland were discussed, like the stories of the architect Andrea Stombuco, born in 

Florence and creator of works in the Australian and Queensland cultural heritage and Bert Hinkler, native of 

Bundaberg and pioneer of Australian aviation. In 1933 he crashed his plane and his body was found on the 

northern slopes of Pratomagno in the Apennines. He was buried with full military honours on the orders of  

 
 

 Italy's ruling dictator Benito 

Mussolini in the Cimitero degli 

Allori in Florence.   

A tenor and a soprano sang 

arias from composer Giacomo 

Puccini from Lucca.  It was a 

wonderful evening with 

delicious  food and 

entertainment. Great to catch up 

with Brisbane Dante members 

and meet Andrea Viaggi from 

Tuscany. 

Photos above 

taken at the 

function at 

Customs House 

in  Brisbane 

 

The  ones on the 

left taken at the 

function at the 

Gold Coast 

Italo Australian 

Club. 
Walter Antonucci, Giovanna Santomauro 

Salvatore Napolitano, Robyn Wallace 

https://www.giroditaliathroughqueensland.com/
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DANTE GLOBAL 

www.dante.global.com 

 

This new platform includes Cultural Promotion. It has a list of Dante Society activities and projects. Art 

exhibitions, film and multimedia productions, projects for music and for the promotion of books and 

cultural tourism: the Dante Alighieri Society carries out projects and activities on site and online, which 

are historical and innovative and promote Italy with its language and its culture in 80 countries around 

the world. 

 

DANTE NATIONAL – Dante under the Southern Cross 

https://danteaustralia.org/ 

As a part of the National Dante700 Celebrations Mildura Dante Society is organizing  an event on the 

9
th

 July, 2021.  Stefano de Pieri will be reciting passages from Dante followed by an explanation  

If you cannot attend in person, join us at 8.30pm with the zoom link: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75815710465?pwd=S3p5VVB5UTRKQ0x6TGxaSjY3VXAxdz09 

Meeting ID: 758 1571 0465  Passcode: FA1j9K 



 

 It was good to catch up for morning tea at my place with Dante friends. Life Members Tony Carnovale 

and Astrid Pennisi, Judith Roberts  and Connie Canale.  It is difficult to organise social events when we never 

know what is around the corner.  Last Wednesday I had a delicious lunch at the Gold Coast ItaloAustralian Club 

with my friend Loretta and was looking forward to lunch again this Wednesday but we are now in lock-down 

again so everyone must stay safe and stay home. 

  

Please mark your calendars for Sunday 15
th
 August for our bi-annual car rally “Matta Mattinata in Macchina and 

Saturday 21
st
 August for a Ferragosto lunch at the Gold Coast Italo Australian Club. Music by the Raff Dee who 

entertained us at the Festa della Repubblica.  Loved all his Italian songs. 

  

I look forward to receiving some articles for the newsletter from our other members.  Students can share their 

Italian learning experience and non student members can share their Italian experiences and memories. 

 

            Giovanna 

http://www.dante.global.com/
https://danteaustralia.org/
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* 10% DISCOUNT ON BREAD                            

FOR DANTE MEMBERS 

                                    
They use flour from Italy.  

Show your current Dante card at Rustic Mill and 

Saamaria’s  Café & Deli                           

2/16 Hilldon Crt. Nerang.  Phone 07  55967004               

Mobile 0428029790            * Discount not available on 

Italian sweets, coffee and other Italian products. 

  

 

FOR GENUINE PROFESSIONAL                      

SERVICE & ADVICE 

 

GERARD WILKES & ASSOCIATES 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Family owned & operated. Est. 1977 

Ph. 5532 1733 

email:  admin@wilkes.com.au 

P.O. Box 1932 Southport Q. 4215 

www.wilkes.com.au 

 

 

 

PATRONATO 

ITAL –UIL 

 

Per informazioni contattate: 

 

Giuseppina Zanda 

 

Cellulare - 0413953528 

Telefono Ufficio – 33579141 

Email: 

brisbane_italuil@italuilqld.com.au 

 

 
PATRONATO  INAS 

 

Per informazioni contattate: 

 

Marco Diotallevi 

 

3832 1306 / 0402 358 421 

Email: brisbane@inas.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 
  

46 Watson Esplanade                                         

SURFERS PARADISE  4217 

PH. 07 55399099                                                       

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web: www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

mailto:admin@wilkes.com.au
http://www.wilkes.com.au/
mailto:brisbane_italuil@italuilqld.com.au
mailto:brisbane@inas.com.au
mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/

