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D A GOLD COAST DATE CLAIMER

Italian Renaissance Alive
HOTA 30™ March to 4™ August

8" July Second Semester starts

18™ August Car Rally
Matta Mattinata in Macchina

LETTERA DEL PRESIDENTE 25t August Ferragosto Lunch
Gold Coast Italo Australian Club

Dear members and friends

It is with sadness we advise the passing of our foundation president, Nino Miano. We extend our deepest condolences to
his children, Josephine, Santine , Domenic and family. We feature him in this newsletter.

Thank you to Jaquie Shelton for organising our Ferragosto Car Rally “Matta Mattinata in Macchina” Sunday 18th
August. Students can get further information from their teacher.

I will be going to the Ferragosto lunch on Sunday 25th August at the Gold Coast Italo Australian Club. (Flyer on P.7)
Please let me know if you can join us.

Cordiali saluti, Giovanna
Cav. Giovanna Santomauro (Presidente, Societa” Dante Alighieri Gold Coast inc.).

This photo, from June 2015,
was taken in our Piazza Dante
when we celebrated the 750"
Anniversary of Dante Alighieri.
Nino Miano is dressed as
Dante.

From Left, Life Member,
Antonio Colicchia, Gino Moro,
Connie Canale, Nino Miano,
Giovanna Santomauro,

‘ , Martina Medda and Astrid
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SCHOOL NEWS

Ciao a tultti,

We had a lovely closing of the semester by going out to Spaghetti and Jazz. The food was delicious, especially the
freshly made pasta with a mushroom sauce. The music was a mixture of Italian and English music. To my surprise, |
found out that the entertainer was Jack Watson, one of our private students! Grazie everyone, for making it a lovely
serata!

End of Semester- Mini —courses

Grazie Martina for taking the Improve your Fluency course over the 2 weeks. Grazie to all who participated.

Semester 2 Classes

It’s not too late to enrol. The enrolment form is online or call me to check if the class is going ahead or cancelled. If
you have studied Italian previously or have had a break please call me so we can work out which class would be the
best for you.

Semester 2 Dates

Semester 2- Term1 8 July- 13 September
Term2 30 September- 22 November
September holidays- 14 Sept — 29 Sept
Private Classes

If you are interested in private classes, prices and the online form are available on the website.

Any questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 55270797 or email me:
info@dantegoldcoast.com

Rita School Director

Ci vediamo 1’8 luglio per il secondo semestre. Buone vacanze!



mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com

Pagina 3 July/luglio 2024

La vacanza 2024 della studentessa Deanna Nott

Returning to Italy in 2024 - Take off to Sicily - Ortigia

Would you like an extra week in Italy and maybe fly over business class??? That was the question mio marito asked
two weeks ago. And guess where we are now??? Sicilia!!! You may recall from my previous stories that Patric and |
had the opportunity to visit Sicily two years ago - due anni fa - and absolutely adored the experience. With that in mind
we decided to stay in Rome for just two nights to have a quick taste of Nonna Betta Jewish Quarter artichokes, a coffee
fix at Tazza D’Oro, a few scoops of cioccolato fondante e baci at Giolitti and a prima volta visit to Testaccio Mercato,
before jumping aboard a cheap Ryan Air flight to Catania.

While at Dubai airport we looked at the map of Sicily and decided to spend three nights in Ortigia, Siracuse before our
planned four nights in Taormina. We went to booking.com and managed to secure three nights with Alberto at his
Residenza del Reginale right in the middle of town. While the steps were steep, and many keys were required for entry
and exit, it was great value - only $530 for three nights - with breakfast included and a comfortable room.

I always like to give some tips and tricks for stays so here are some notes for Ortigia -

Hire a car through Auto Europe - an Australia rental company which is an agent for big Euro companies at the best
rates ... make sure you pay for full insurance refund protection (you can then decline the expensive excess protection
always offered in Italy by the local rental company) and pick up at Catania and then drive to Ortigia. Park at the Talete
public car park for 15 euro day. Make sure you download the Easypark app before you arrive and set up the payment
details. It is easier than buying tickets at the often ‘rotto” machine!

Highly recommend aperitivi at Kaleido bar - book in advance for La Prima Fila per la bella vista! But don’t go until
after 6:30pm or you will melt in the Sicilian sunset. Also truly loved dining at Le Vin d’assassin. The spada - swordfish
- was delicious. Also the Gamberi Rossi. Ristorante La Medusa was also a winner - great service and pasta. Also our
new favourite posto Il Bar!!! An antique store by day and jazz club at night!!!

During the day, if you are beach goers like us, it’s worth driving to the beach clubs out of town. We tried Kakua this
time and loved it... sure, you have to pay for deck chairs and an umbrella but it’s worth it for the comfort and
amenities like showers and toilets.

After Ortigia we headed to Taormina. (Taormina in next newsletter) Deanna Nott

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters
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MEMORIES OF NINO MIANO

Nino, Antonio Colicchia and Gino Moro

The Past was Created before ME...
The Present must be Wisely Guided by ME...
because, the Future will be impacted by ME.”
Nino Miano

“ Live today...but with an eye for tomorrow....
It arrives every day”
(Nino Miano Philosophy of a 77year old
Perennial Pupil)

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc

07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters
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NINO MIANO (also known as Tony Miano) from the Eulogy read by Nino’s daughter Jo Gaddes

He was born in Castroreale, Sicily, in 1946. As a boy, he played in a classical Band, until the death of his mother,
growing up in a home for boys in Sicily. He did a printing apprenticeship. By 15 as leader of the orphanage band, he
elevated their circumstances by fighting for separate dorms and a small share of money from their concerts, to make
sure the band children were looked after. This friendship and what he learned at the boys home were happy
memories.

By 17 he left and moved to his own first home, a room with a dirt floor and nothing but a bed and dresser, but he
was not ashamed, he just knew that this was the starting point and with willpower, and determination he would
change his circumstances.

His Navy service at 20, sent him to Rome, it was the place of his dreams. The ancient city and monuments captivated
his heart and his favorite place in the world ...the Trevi Fountain,

After his military service he became a tour guide in Rome. He studied English, German and French, but he would
spend all his time at the Trevi Fountain with friends, meeting foreigners to practice his English.

Nino became a Pensione hotel manager which would be his final time in Rome. A jeweller friend offered him a
business opportunity, with Nino’s English skills they were going to venture to Australia to sell jewellery, here is
where on the Gold Coast he met Jenny and he never left.

He worked hard with his jeweller father- in- law. Jewellery became his passion and fuelled his creativity and
eventually opened his own store next door. His Nino Tucci store, won many design awards, and he also opened his
Art Gallery and Leather store.

The Roman pensione experience had spurred a dream of having his own restaurant and eventually Volare was born.
They were wonderful years and he was in his element. Awards flowed and lifelong friends were made.

Wine was next and he expanded his wine importing business across all of Australia, again friendships across the
states were made.

Through all this he also managed to fit in his passions. Founding member of the Gold Coast Italo Australian Club,
Restaurant and Caterers Association president, founding president of the Gold Coast Dante Alighieri Society,
Chaine des Rotisseurs Member and Pistol shooting Champion. He loved his music. He composed, played clarinet,
saxophone, guitar and piano and was a great singer. He also managed to travel all around the world. Finally he found
Salsa dancing and a 20 year span of friendships.

His last endeavour was composing over 15 pieces on his Youtube channel Nino Miano Melodies and his writing, he
wrote down his philosophies in both English and Italian before he passed. The link to his music is:
youtube.com/@ninomianomelodies

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters
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SOCIETA DANTE ALIGHIERI GOLD COAST INC.
PEOPLE PRESENT AT INAUGURAL MEETING 5/6/1989
HELD AT GOLD COAST ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB

ASHTON LOMAX, JULIAN LIUSSI, LUISA

ASHTON LOMAX, PIERETTE LIUSSI, MAURIZIO
BELLIGOI, ENZO MENNELLA, FRANCO
BENIGNO, JOE MENNELLA, TERESA
BIMBI, ANN MIANO, JENNY

BOS, MIRELLA MIANO, TONY

BRADY, NOEL MORO, GINO

FRASER, CATHY SANTOMAURO, GIAVANNI
LA ROCCA, GILDA SANTOMAURO, GIOVANNA

FIRST COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT — Tony Miano VICE PRESIDENT - Pierette Ashton-Lomax
SECRETARY - Gino Moro TREASURER — Giovanna Santomauro
COMMITTEE — Ann Bimbi, Kathy Fraser, Luisa Liussi, Teresa Mennella

COMMITTEE 1990/1991
PRESIDENT — Tony Miano VICE PRESIDENT - Luigi D’Adderio
SECRETARY - Gino Moro TREASURER — Giovanna Santomauro
COMMITTEE — Maria Barrett, Graziella D’ Adderio, Gianna Harvey, Gilda La Rocca, Luisa Liussi,
Mentore Moretti, Lou Puggioni, John Santomauro, Lina Zaccaria.
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THE GOLD COAST
ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB

In early 1975 the Gold Coast Italo-Australian
Club was born, with Tony Cecco as the first
president. There were several TONY persons
and the inimitable, Dante Life Member, Mariette
Alda, who, together with other interested people,
were in the forefront of bringing like-minded
people to the idea of forming an Italian
Australian club on the Gold Coast.

One of them was Tony Miano ( as he went by an
easy Aussie name) who used his love of music,
his gift of using a microphone, his enthusiasm,
and his unashamed Italianess to gather interest
along the way.

Enthusiasm prevailed : Tarantella dancers hit
the stage, a fledgling Italian choir was formed
with Maestro Tony Miano, huge yearly Italian
Festivals were planned fashion parades, dinner
dances, soccer club and games. All of these
activities opening boundaries from other cultures

in the best way possible.
Nino, grazie di cuore for helping to promote the
Italo-Aus Club on the Gold Coast

Luisa Liussi

FERRAGOSTO LUNCH

FERAGOSTO
$49.00

ITALIAN BUFFET
Sunday 25th August

2024

12PM - 4PM
DRINKS AT BARPRICES Dante member Ester Ceron and friends have lunch at the Gold
LIVEENTERTANMENTANDDANCING - a5t talo Australian Club. After lunch they play some
© MALO-AUSTRALIANCLUB games. In these photos you can see the people at lunch and the
Dy ladies playing Rummykub. There was also a group of ladies

18 FAIRWAY DRIVE, .
who play Majong.

CLEAR ISLAND WATERS
BOOKINGS CALL:
(07) 55751966

Would you like to practise your Italian? Come join us for
THE ITALIAN:*CROONER Friday lunch or just for a drink.

GEORGE
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OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS. GRAZIE

THE GOLD COAST
ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB

COLLAS MORO ROSS . .
18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters
Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings
) _Ph 075539 9099 www.italoaustralianclub.com.au
Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
Web: www.cmrlawyers.com.au
20/47 Watts Drive

VARSITY LAKES

Brisbane Business Equipment
Unit 1, 747 Fairfield Road
Yeerongpilly Qld 4105

ITALIAN SPOKEN Ph: 07 3255 9500
E: admin@bbe.net.au
BRISBANE BUSINESS EQUIPMENT

Small Business Specialists

G
Specilists in SMSF W 07 55321733

E R A R D Contact us today
ILKES

Income Tax Returns or call Gerard direct on

Business Advisory O 41 2 7 5 3 3 3 9

Financial Planning & Investment Advice A S S 0 ( I A-I- E S RIS B 6FET

Retirement & Estate Planning info@wilkes.com.au
CHARTERED

ACCOUNTANTS
EST. 1977 Family Owned and Operated FOR GENUINE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & ADVICE

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AUSTRALIA + NEW ZEALAND

Sommercial Tower 3, Level 5, 9 Lawson Street , Southport Qld 4215

MATTA MATTINATA IN MACCHINA
SUNDAY 18™ AUGUST 2024

A leisurely Car Rally following Italian instructions to reach the final destination.
Meet at the Dante rooms from 9 a.m. for tea and coffee and receive instructions

RSVP Giovanna — 07 5539 5528
gsantomauro23@agmail.com

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
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mailto:gsantomauro23@gmail.com
mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
http://www.italoaustralianclub.com.au/

