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DANTE NEWS 

GOLD COAST 

 July/luglio 2025 

DATE CLAIMER 
 

July 2 & 9 – Conversation Classes for 

           Beginners 

 

July 14 – Classes resume 

 

September 20 – School holidays 

 

October 6 – Classes resume 

 

November 28 – End of School year 

    

Dear members and friends 

 

I hope you are keeping well and that all students enjoy the break before the next term starts.  All information is on our 

website www.dantegoldcoast.com.au We congratulate teacher Martina Medda for her 20 years teaching for us.  

 

Thank you to the regione Sarda for providing free of charge the films for “Visioni Sarde”. Thank you to David Biber for 

showing the films, and the students and friends who came to this event.  We would like to organise more social and 

cultural activities. Thank you to the subcommittee, Nessy, David and Jaquie.  

 

On the 8th June we lost one of our foundation members and past teacher, Gilda La Rocca.  All of our students enjoyed her 

conversation classes. She was always involved in many Italian events. We dedicate Page 3 in our newsletter to Gilda. It 

was very difficult to pick just a few photos from the many we have, so some have been put on our photo gallery on the 

web. We extend our deepest condolences to her daughters and family. 

Cordiali saluti, Cav. Giovanna Santomauro  

 Presidente Società Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc.   

https://dantegoldcoast.com.au/sites/default/files/Photos/Gilda%20Larocca/Gilda%20Larocca%20LR/index.html 

 

 

 
          

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Società Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc                 President: Giovanna Santomauro   07 5539 5528                                                                                      

Office: 07 5575 5772                                                          Secretary: Anna Domaneschi          07 5526 0170                                       

www.dantegoldcoast.com.au                                              School Director: Rita Lo Presti        0494 398 438                                                

info@dantegoldcoast.com      Editor: Nessy Pile          0409 644 505 

P.O. Box 6862 Gold Coast Mail Centre Qld. 9726 Facebook: Dante Gold Coast Australia 

2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters. Qld. 4226        Instagram: @dantegoldcoast                                          

 

http://www.dantegoldcoast.com.au/
https://dantegoldcoast.com.au/sites/default/files/Photos/Gilda%20Larocca/Gilda%20Larocca%20LR/index.html
http://www.dantegoldcoast.com.au/
mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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Ciao a tutti, 

Thank you to all students who attended our courses throughout the semester and thank you to the teachers 

for their work. We remember Gilda La Rocca, who was one of our past teachers. She worked with the 

advanced students in conversation. Congratulations to Martina who has worked at the Dante for 20 years! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The end of semester dinner at Enzo’s Cucina at Labrador was an amazing food experience. They prepared a 

greater variety of food, more than we had ever expected, from mussels in tomato sauce, Fregola Sarda 

(delicious) and a ricottamisù dessert cake. We are very appreciative of how well they looked after us. 

 

We are presently getting ready to start next semester. All the details are on the website. Many took 

advantage of the early bird special. 

 

If you are going to be away for part of the course due to holidays etc, please contact me and we can work 

out your price. 
 

Please promote our classes to your friends! 

 

End of Semester- Mini -courses 

Thank you to Martina and Eleonora for providing 

extension classes of conversation suitable for all the levels. 

 

Semester 2 Enrolments 

The information and forms regarding Sem 2 enrolments are on the website now. 

 

Sickness in the coming months 

With winter and the many flus etc that are around currently, we recommend that you do not attend class if 

you have symptoms. If the teacher is willing, a zoom class could be arranged for you. 

 

 

Any ideas, questions or concerns about our school, please call me on 0494 398 438 or email me:  

info@dantegoldcoast.com              
                                                              Rita          School Director   
 

 
 

          Important Course Dates                  

                   Semester 2    

     

Term 1- 14 July –19 September (10 wks)  

September Break- 20 Sept- 5 Oct 

Term 2 -  6 October- 28 November  
(8wks)  
 

 

Intermediate 2 

mercoledi mattina. 

Il limoncello di fine 

semestre. 

 

mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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    GILDA LA ROCCA R.I.P.  

 

 
Gilda La Rocca era nata a Ucria, Provincia di Messina, 

Il 26 maggio 1932. La sua famiglia era costituita da 

genitori, 2 sorelle e 4 fratelli.Nel 1954, a 21 anni, decide  

di  emigrare  a Perth. 

È stata una dei soci fondatori  della Dante Alighieri  

Gold Coast ed ha insegnato conversazione per diversi 

anni.  

Si distingueva per la sua eleganza, prediligendo il colore 

rosso ed i suoi occhiali da sole. 

 

La Presidente  Cav. Giovanna Santomauro ed il suo 

Comitato porgono alle figlie Rita e Giovanna le piu’ 

sincere condoglianze. 

 


Gilda ci mancherà tantissimo: la sua energia e passione 

nel ballare, la sua forte personalità, le sue esperienze di 

vita. 

Gilda è stata una delle prime persone che ho conosciuto 

alla Dante 20 anni fa. 

Pensando a lei, la prima immagine che mi viene in 

mente è un grande sorriso nel venirmi incontro. Gilda 

era una persona estremamente accogliente, elegante e il 

suo stile era accurato nei minimi particolari.  

Non mi ha mai detto quanti anni avesse ma non era 

importante. Lei era senza età. 

Una persona indimenticabile a cominciare dal suo nome 

così riecheggiante un'attrice hollywoodiana 

È sempre stata una persona indipendente, diretta, senza 

peli sulla lingua. Diceva sempre quello che pensava, alle 

volte colorando il linguaggio con una parola un po’ forte 

ma mai offensiva. Ho sempre apprezzato e tenuto in 

considerazione la sua schiettezza. 

Gilda ha iniziato le classi di conversazioni alla Dante, 

quelle classi di conversazione dove alla fine la 

grammatica passa in secondo piano a vantaggio della 

comunicazione e della conoscenza interpersonale. Tutti i 

suoi studenti l’hanno amata proprio per essere così, se 

stessa. 

Farò tesoro dei suoi insegnamenti per gli anni che 

verranno. Grazie, Gilda     

     

Martina Medda 

 

Gilda was born in Ucria in the province of Messina, 

Sicily on the 26th May 1932.  She had 2 sisters and 4 

brothers.  

 

In 1954, at 21, she decided to emigrate to Perth.  

Gilda was a foundation member of the Gold Coast 

Dante Alighieri Society and a teacher of conversation 

for several years.   

Gilda was always elegantly dressed, the colour red was 

a must and she loved wearing her sunglasses.   

 

We extend our sincere condolences to her daughters 

Rita and Giovanna and their families 

. 
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Saturday, 21 June, saw the presentation of nine short films produced by Visione Sarde to promote Sardinia.  The 

shortest film was 4 ½ minutes with longer ones running for 20 minutes.  The films ranged from laugh-out-loud 

funny to a brilliant, animated film, to thought-provoking commentaries on diverse social issues such as domestic 

violence, social ostracism and social isolation. Many had an almost sly and totally unexpected outcome.  Some 

films were accompanied by excellent music scores.  The afternoon provided an informative insight into historic 

Sardinia.  An intermission was held to enjoy delicious Sardinian-inspired biscuits provided by Carmela and Rita as 

well as Giovanna’s tiramisu.  Thanks to our projectionist, David and to Nessy for general organisation of this well-

attended event.  If any of the people present would like a synopsis of the films, contact Giovanna. For those who 

were not able to attend, but would like to see the films, please let Giovanna know and we will look at arranging a 

second screening. 

(Article by Jaquie Shelton). 
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Festivals in July 

 

2 July Palio di Siena (Tuscany) 

 

This event is held twice annually: on 2 July and 16 August. 

Originating in the 6th century and officially commencing in 1633,  

the event epitomizes the friendly rivalry between Siena’s city wards,  

or ‘contrade.’. The July event, Palio di Provenzano, pays tribute to the 

Madonna of Provenzano, while the August event, Palio dell’Assunta, 

is dedicated to the Assumption of Mary. 

 

Each of the 17 participating contrade are represented by a unique identity, emblem, and tradition. 

Participants and spectators fill Piazza del Campo, the main city square, for the grand parade that precedes the 

race. Each race lasts about 90 seconds. The Palio prize is held by the triumphant contrada until the following 

year’s event. 

 

12 July Festival Puccini, Lucca (Tuscany) 

 

Established in 1930, this event is held in Torre del Lago, a town nestled between Lake Massaciuccoli and the 

Tyrrhenian Sea.  The stunning open-air Teatro dei Quattromila, near Puccini’s former home, is the primary 

venue. It currently holds 3200 spectators. 

The festival presents up to four operatic productions.      

Some of Puccini works frequently showcased at the festival are: 

• Manon Lescaut: This catapulted Puccini to fame in Italian opera. 

• Tosca: Known for its intense drama and constant audience engagement. 

• Madame Butterfly: This psychologically riveting opera is a favourite. 

• La Bohème: One of Puccini’s most celebrated operas, it is a tale of young bohemians in Paris.  

• Turandot: This was Puccini’s final masterpiece which remained incomplete at his death and was later 

finished by Franco Alfano.  

 

12-21 July: Umbria Jazz (Perugia) 

 

This is one of the most important events on the international jazz circuit. Since its inception in 1973, it has 

grown into a significant phenomenon, attracting global attention and participation from acclaimed artists 

worldwide.  Not limited to jazz, it incorporates a mix of musical genres. 

 

 

 
  

 

https://www.thepalio.eu/the-palio/
https://www.puccinifestival.it/en/
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Italy in July 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Italy in July is the heart of summer. 
 
Schools are out, the sun is high in the sky and people start getting into vacation mode. 
 
Weekends are spent on the beach, evenings are enjoyed outdoors and the sun turns from friend to 
enemy: July in Italy is time for shaded terraces and al fresco dining, not sightseeing in the scorching 
sun! 
 
July is a popular vacation time for foreigners too. Since Italy reopened to visitors, tourism has been 
at an all time high. 
 
Due to this very high demand for tourism services, it is paramount to book in advance: cars, 
accommodations and main attractions as they sell out very quickly. 
 
The weather is likely to be hot and sunny everywhere on the Italian peninsula and the islands, with 
the possible exception of the mountains and you should expect high temperatures well in the 30s in 
most places. 
 
Light summer clothing, sunscreen, sunglasses and sunhat, sandals, and plenty of drinking water are 
a must. 
 
It may be tempting to think that to escape the July heat in Italy you need to go north but actually, 
this is not always the case. 
 
While the South of Italy sees higher temperatures than the north of the peninsula, usually the 
difference doesn’t lie in how north or south you are but how close to the water or at what altitude 
you happen to be. 
 
To escape the July heat in Italy you should: 
 

• Avoid cities 
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• Head to the coast or, ideally, an island, so you can make the most of the sea breeze 

• To seek respite from the weather 

• Choose accommodation with a pool 

• Go to the mountains 

• At all times, stay indoors or at least protected from the sun in the hottest parts of the day. 

• As much as possible, avoid archaeological parks under the sun: Pompeii, as tempting as it 

may be, is a furnace in summer and so is the Roman Forum. 

• When possible, opt for evening tours, often available in the good season 

The best places to visit in Italy in July are coastal areas, the islands, the mountains, the lakes and, with 

certain precautions, the countryside. 

 

Other places such as big art cities are also popular with tourists at this time however, you will need to 

negotiate the heat. 

 

The best place to be in Italy in July is the beach! Followed by the mountains, the other place where you 

can easily escape the heat. 

 

Italy has stunning beaches and coastline and it is worth spending at least part of your time enjoying it. 

Wonderful, scenic places, are Cinque Terre, Amalfi Coast, Puglia, Cilento and all Italian island. You can 

also find nice beaches in Tuscany and part of the northern Adriatic coast. 
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OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS.  GRAZIE 

 

  

 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 

 

Ph 07 5539 9099 

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web:  www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

20/47 Watts Drive 

VARSITY LAKES 

 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 
 

 

 

THE GOLD COAST 

ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 
 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings 

www.italoaustralianclub.com.au 

 

 

 

 

Some Idioms Referencing the Family 

La famiglia è tutto. - Family is everything.  

This simple yet powerful statement emphasizes the paramount importance of family in Italian culture. 

Chi si volta, e chi si gira, sempre a casa va finire. - No matter where you go or turn, you will always 

end up at home.  

This proverb emphasizes the central role of home and family in one’s life. 

Il sangue non è acqua. - Blood is not water. 

Like ‘blood is thicker than water,’ this quote emphasizes the strength of family ties. 

 

mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
http://www.italoaustralianclub.com.au/

