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DANTE NEWS 

GOLD COAST 

June/giugno 2023 

DATE CLAIMER 
 

Thursday 15
th

 June 

Students end of semester dinner 

 

17
th

 June – 9
th

 July - Dante holidays 

 

19
th

 June Mini Courses start 

 

27
th

 June Enrolment in rooms 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Dear members and friends 

June is an important month for Italy and Italians.  On the 2nd   June 1946, Italy became a Republic and there are many 

celebrations around this time.  We have included some in this newsletter.  I was invited to the Italian Consul’s reception 

at QPAC and took the opportunity to have a photo taken with a few special guests.  This month we  celebrate 34 years 

since we started on the Gold Coast, including 20 years in our current rooms behind the Gold Coast Italo Australian Club.. 

 

Please read the School News on Pagina 2 and Pagina 3 to see what mini courses are available. Past and present students 

may like to attend a few of these.  Buon Viaggio  to our members who are travelling in Italy at this time. 

 

Cordiali saluti,   Giovanna 

Cav. Giovanna Santomauro (Presidente Societa` Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc.) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

With me are the Italian Consul for Queensland and the 

Northern Territory,  Luna Angelini Marinucci; The  Governor 

of Queensland,  Her Excellency,  the Honourabele  Dr. Jeanette 

Young  and the Emcee for the evening, Kim Skubris 

With me are Sara Visocnik (Griffith 

University) and Claire Kennedy (President 

Brisbane Dante Alighieri Society) 

 



 

                                                                            
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Pagina 2                June/giugno  2023 

Ciao a tutti, 
Grazie to you all for the feedback I received in relation to the times of the classes. We have decided to go 

with the majority of votes. The morning classes will be from 10.00-12.00 noon. Evening classes will be 

6.30- 8.30pm. Most of you were happy to go with whatever was the most popular so I hope that everyone 

will be happy. 

 

There are some interesting mini-courses available during the break catering for all levels if you want that 

something a little extra and different to the regular classes. Sign on sheets are in the courtyard or send me 

an email. Payment is required before the courses. 

 

The End of Semester Dinner is always a fun time seeing Dante faces and spending a little casual time 

with our classmates. The details are below. Sign in at the rooms or send me an email. Payment required 

by RSVP date Monday 12
th

 June.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of semester MINI-COURSES 

A variety of courses for all levels are available.    $35 per session                   RSVP   14
th

 JUNE 

 

 

 
                       Entrée,  Primo e Secondo    $35 
      
    * Details at rooms or on website  

   * Please make payment prior to the cut- off date.                                                                      RSVP Monday 12th June 
   * Pay online ref: Dante dinner. NO late bookings will be accepted  

 

Students’ End of Semester 1 Dinner    
Thursday  15th  June at 6.30pm at Origano 

                    

              ITALIAN CONVERSATION  
                        for  intermediate level + 

                            Teacher – Luisa Liussi 

                                    Day Class          Night Class  

Thursday 22
nd

 June         10-12 noon        7-9pm 

Thursday  29
th

 June         10-12 noon        7-9pm    

 

 

                          Handy Italian 

 
Consolidation activities after completion of 

Beginners 1, 2 and Italian for Travellers courses. 

                     Teacher- Martina Medda           
Evening class  6.30-8.30pm 

Tuesday 27
th
 June 

Tuesday 4
th
 July 

                                Afternoon Class 12.30-2.30pm 

                                       Wednesday 21
st
 June                         

                                      Wednesday 28
th
 June 

                                      Wednesday 5
th
 July                                                                                  

 

 
   Level Beginners 3 and all intermediates 
               Teacher Martina Medda 

   Day Class only -  10 a.m. – 12 noon 

 
______________________________________ 

        LA SFIDA 
 

         

 

 

 

     Livello – avanzato progredito 

       Teacher- Martina Medda 
     Day Class- 10.00am-12.00noon   

 

Esercizi di verifica, rinforzo, curiosita` sulla                                                                                                   

vita italiana e percorsi turistici alternative 
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            Semester 1 and 2 Dates 

 
            Term 2 --   17

th
  April – 16

th
  June 

     End of Semester Break – 17
th

  June – 9
th

  July 

 

                              
                                         Semester 2,  2023 
 
Early Bird special ends   Friday  23rd  June 

Enrolment Date      Semester 2 
    (in rooms) 

          Tuesday   27th  June     4:30- 6:00pm 

 Semester 2 
 

Term 1 
Term 2 

        10th  July- 24th  November   (18 weeks) 
 
        10th  July -15th  September 
         2nd  October -  24th  November 
 

September Holidays         16th  September – 1st  October 

End of Semester break         25th   November--  Feb 2024  check website  

                                          Prices for Semester 2 classes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         Any questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 55270797 or email me:  

         info@dantegoldcoast.com    

          Rita              School Director 

 

                             2023 Fees for Semester 2 courses   (18 week courses) 
 

                 Early Bird special - $480 -  already a member -  continuing students 

                                                 $500  - including new membership for 1 person 

   Must be received by Friday 23th  January 2023             Late direct deposits will pay the higher rate 

 

               From Saturday 24
th

  June  $510   or   plus $20 annual membership  for 1= $530 
                        * More than one person per family- 5% discount  per person 

          Term 1 only (10 weeks)   $300       + $20 membership = $320 

          Term 2 only (8 weeks)     $240      + $20 membership = $260 
 

     For term by term payment or Italian for Travellers course, please go the website 

 

                Payment- - Cash/ Cheque/ Direct Debit    BSB 034216   Acct 862414   

                                       ** Use Surname as Reference of Payee 

 

 

mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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   PAGINA DI JAQUIE  -  SICILIA  
 

La Sicilia è la più grande isola nel Mediterraneo (più 

di 25.000 chilometri quadrati). Nel corso della 

storia, la sua posizione centrale ne ha fatto una terra 

di conquista.  La sua importanza è meglio dimostrata 

dall'Operazione Mincemeat, un piano per 

mascherare l'invasione alleata della Sicilia del 1943 

durante la Seconda guerra mondiale.  Le antiche 

tradizioni e usanze della Sicilia si sono evolute nel 

tempo dalle molte persone che la occupavano. 

Abitata fin dal Paleolitico superiore, la vera storia 

della sua occupazione iniziò nel 9° secolo aC con i 

Fenici. Seguono i punti salienti storici di altri che 

l'hanno occupata: I Greci: Fondando Naxos, 

Taormina, Catania, Agrigento, Gela, Siracusa e 

Messina. Sorgono i templi a Selinunte, Agrigento e 

Siracusa. I Romani: Costruirono gli antiteatri di 

Siracusa, Catania e la splendida Villa Imperiale di 

Casale di Piazza Armenia ma era un soldato romano 

che, contro gli ordini, uccise Archimede, il 

matematico, fisico e scienziato siracusano. 

Seguirono i barbari, bizantini e musulmani. I 

Normanni: Arrivarono nel 999. Lo studio 

dell'architettura, della medicina, dell'astronomia, 

dell'astrologia fiorì. Carlo I d'Angou: Una rivolta nel 

1282 terminò il suo periodo di oppressione.  Gli 

Spagnoli: Causarono malcontento e una recessione 

economica. Gli aristocratici e il clero vivevano in 

palazzi decorati da artisti di alto livello, tra cui 

Caravaggio, ma il popolo viveva in povertà.  

Savoia, Austria e Borboni seguirono.  Tutto questo 

al 1860!  

Anticamente la Sicilia era chiamata Trinacria per la 

sua forma triangolare. Il simbolo, utilizzato nella 

bandiera, è una testa femminile con tre gambe, che 

rappresenta i tre promontori dell'isola. La testa fosse 

Medusa, una bella donna con serpenti per capelli, 

che sedusse gli uomini ma quando la guardarono, 

furono trasformati in pietra. In passato, una 

Trinacria fu messa dietro la porta d'ingresso, 

simbolo di protezione, che Medusa avrebbe 

trasformato in pietra chiunque volesse ferire la  

famiglia. 

 

   Jacquie Shelton  

 

  Classe  Lingua Cultura e Societa` 

Sicily is the largest Mediterranean island (over 

25,000 sq km). Its central position has made it a 

coveted land throughout history. Its importance is 

best demonstrated by Operation Mincemeat, a 

plan to disguise the 1943 Allied invasion of Sicily 

during the Second World War. Sicily’s ancient 

traditions and customs evolved over time from the 

many people who occupied it. Inhabited since the 

Upper Paleolithic, the true history of its 

occupation began in the ninth century BC with the 

Phoenicians. Historical highlights from others 

who occupied it follow. The Greeks: Established 

Naxos, Taormina, Catania, Gela, Agrigento, 

Syracuse and Messina. They built temples in 

Selinunte, Agrigento and Syracuse. 

The Romans built amphitheaters in Syracuse and 

Catania and the splendid Imperial Roman Villa in 

Piazza Armerina but it was a Roman soldier who, 

contrary to orders, killed Archimedes, the 

Syracusan mathematician, physicist, and scientist. 

The barbarians, Byzantines and Muslims 

followed. The Normans arrived in 999. The study 

of architecture, medicine, astronomy, astrology, 

flourished. A revolt against Charles I of Anjou in 

1282 ended his period of oppression. The Spanish  

Caused an economic recession and discontent. 

Aristocrats and the clergy lived in palaces 

decorated by top artists, including Caravaggio, but 

the people lived in poverty.Savoy, Austria and the 

Bourbons followed.  All this to 1860!  

  

In ancient times, Sicily was called Trinacria due 

to its triangular shape.  The symbol used in the 

flag, is a female head with three legs, representing 

the three capes of the island. The head is Medusa, 

a beautiful woman with snakes for hair, who 

seduced men but when they looked upon her, were 

turned into stone. In the past, a Trinacria was put 

behind the front door as a symbol of protection.  

The Medusa would turn to stone anyone who 

wanted to hurt the family.  
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     FESTA DELLA REPUBBLICA 

 

Care amiche, cari amici, 

 voglio condividere con tutti voi un mio messaggio per 

celebrare la Festa della Repubblica. 

 Il 2 giugno è per noi una data molto particolare: il 

giorno in cui, esercitando il proprio diritto di voto al 

referendum, il popolo italiano scelse la Repubblica per 

risorgere dalle ceneri della guerra. 

 Oggi, come ogni anno dopo il 1946, con orgoglio e 

passione guardiamo issarsi il tricolore come segno di 

democrazia, libertà, uguaglianza. 

 La Repubblica rappresenta, infatti, non solo l’insieme 

delle nostre istituzioni, ma i valori per cui l’Italia 

democratica ha combattuto e si è rialzata. Quelli 

impressi con inchiostro e passione nella nostra 

costituzione. 

 La Repubblica è per noi la fonte più alta di ispirazione, 

non solo politica, ma sociale. È un richiamo costante a 

valori democratici universali che sono parte del nostro 

essere italiani e che indirizzano le nostre scelte di vita 

quotidiana oltre che quelle istituzionali. 

 Oggi più che mai, il mio pensiero va alle donne e agli 

uomini dello Stato, ai rappresentanti degli enti, delle 

associazioni, ai cittadini che continuano, anche 

all’estero, a rappresentare questi valori con orgoglio e 

convinzione. 

Viva la Repubblica, viva l’Italia.  

 Senatore Francesco Giacobbe 

Senatore della Repubblica, circoscrizione Africa, Asia, 

Oceania e Antartide     (from his Newsletter) 

 

 

 

Italian Republic Day, widely known as “Festa della 

Repubblica”  is nationally celebrated in Italy on the  

2
nd

 June. The main celebration takes place in Rome 

but Italians celebrate this event all over the world.  

 

On the 2
nd

 June 1946, Italy became a Republic after 

an Institutional referendum  to vote for the choice  

between Monarchy and Republic. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------  

  Pranzo al Gold Coast Italo Australian Club 
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HAYLEY WILLS 

Una delle nostre studentesse, Hayley Wills, della classe Intermediate 3, con noi da tanti anni,   ha appena pubblicato 

il suo primo libro!  Complimenti, Hayley, e In bocca al lupo!       Martina Medda 

 

 
 

 It is a fiction novel called “Keeping Melody’s Secret”. A feel good read that focuses on two sisters as they deal with 

relationships family and motherhood and is full of diverse and endearing characters. Hayley’s love for travel is evident in 

her writing especially her fondness for Italy. One of the main characters (Marco Dante) is Italian and they travel to Italy 

in one of the chapters. It’s available now on Amazon or checkout  hayleywills.com  for more information.  

  

             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DANTE WEBSITE   -  Please remember that at the website you will find……. 

* Semester calendar * * Enrolment & Membership forms *  Private class application form * 

* Prices of courses * Monthly newsletter *  The latest News from La Repubblica Newspaper* 

* Info on scholarships/discounts to study at  Italian language schools* Library contents * 

 

 

http://hayleywills.com/
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                       OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MOTHERS DAY – Il GIORNO DELLA MAMMA 
 

 Last month we asked some students from 

 Charlotte Petrucci’s class what they did on this 

 day. Below are their responses.  

 

 

Virginia Lamb  

 

Siamo stati a Burleigh Heads per la festa della mamma. 

Mio figlio, sua moglie e nostro nipote sono tornati dal 

Giappone. (C'è stato un terremoto in Giappone quando 

erano lì) Abbiamo pranzato per la festa della mamma 

mangiando fish & chips sul balcone con vista sull'oceano. 

Perfetto!! 

______________________________________________

  

Angela Connell 

 

La festa della mamma non e` un grande avvenimento nella 

nostra famiglia, perche’ viviamo in un paese dove è 

difficile riunirsi e festeggiare. Ma ogni anno, mando una 

cartolina e telefono a mia mamma quel  giorno per 

augurarle la buona festa della mamma. 

 

Sono anch’io una mamma e quest’anno mio marito e figlio 

hanno comprato buoni cioccolatini e una cartolina  per me. 

Era abbastanza per me. Ero molte felice per il pensiero.  

_______________________________________________ 

 

Debbie Heiner 

 

Dominica prossima e` la festa della mamma. 

 

Mia figlia ha invitato me e suo padre Peter a casa sua quella 

mattina.  

Faremo colazione insieme 

Nostro genero cucinerà sul barbecue. 

Le porterò dei fiori 

 

Anche se è un giorno di festa, mi manca mia madre perché 

e` morta 12 anni fa 

 

 

Mary Ann Mc carthy 

 

Penso che La Festa Della Mamma sia una festa importante. 

Non si tratta di regali, per me si tratta di pensare a tutte le 

madri, zie, sorelle (tutte le donne) e ricordare tutto ciò che 

fanno per i giovani nella loro vita. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 

 

Ph 07 5539 9099 

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web:  www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

46 Watson Esplanade 

SURFERS PARADISE Q. 4217 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 
 

                 

 

 

THE GOLD COAST 

ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 
 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings 

www.italoaustralianclub.com.au 

 

 
  Luisa, Ina, Giovanna and Gilda at the Club 

 

 
If you know of any businesses that can give 

our members a discount, we would be happy 

to promote their business. 

 

mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
http://www.italoaustralianclub.com.au/
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ITALIAN MASS ON THE GOLD COAST 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Multicultural Communities Council Gold Coast  
Meet, Greet, Eat Community Leaders Dinner 

The team offering different services to the community 

were introduced and talked about what was available to 

the community.  There was  cultural entertainment and 

delicious food.  A very informative and fun night.   

      
Judy Roberts, Giovanna Santomauro and Emily Claus    

(MCCGC Marketing Assistant and Dante student) 

 

GOLD COAST ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 

Women’s Club Monthly Lunch 

 
33 ladies came to the Monthly lunch on the 26

th
 

May. It was a good opportunity to catch up and 

make new friends.  Gilda La Rocca  celebrated her 

91
st
 birthday that day.  Tanti Auguri Gilda!! 

 
 

Next Women’s Club Monthly Lunch will be on 

Friday 30
th

 June.  Please Phone the Club on 

55751966 to book  if you are coming. 
 

 

 
Astrid’s U3A Students celebrate Italian National 

Day “Festa della Repubblica” by learning to sing 

the Italian national anthem “Fratelli d’Italia” 

The Italian Chaplain, Padre Angelo Cagna,  has been 

transferred to Adelaide. Dante members Vilma Andriani  

and Ester Ceron say goodbye. Other members below. 

The new Scalabrinian Priest is Fr. Luis Antonio Diaz 

Lumas, who speaks 5 languages (including English, 

Spanish and Italian) . Italian Mass is celebrated every 

Sunday at 4 p.m. at Sacred Heart Church, 50 Fairway 

Drive, Clear Island Waters. All welcome!! 


