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DATE CLAIMER

Italian Renaissance Alive
HOTA 30" March to 4™ August

14 June End of Semester dinner

15/22/29 June Coolamon Singers
present Rossini

LETTERA DEL PRESIDENTE

Dear members and friends

I hope you and your families are well. This month, on the 5th June, marks 35 years since the foundation of the Gold
Coast Dante Alighieri Society. Gino Moro and I have been on the committee since the beginning. I don’t remember if |
mentioned to you that since our AGM we now have two Vice Presidents, Gino Moro and Rita Lo Presti. This is a good
thing so when | am out of the country or ill there will always be someone else in charge. We are also fortunate to have a
wonderful committee. Thank you Rita and Werner who attended the official Festa della Repubblica function at QPAC
on Sunday hosted by the Italian Consul, Luna Angelini Marinucci.

Thank you to Martina Medda who has taken on the task of organising social activities for the Dante Gold Coast. There is
a new Facebook page called Dante Social Gold Coast and the activities organised are on that. All the executive were
present at the pasta night at Bumbles on the 15th May (photos on Pagina 7). There was the Sugo Perfetto (Pagina 3)
on the 1st June. Thank you to Lisa and Aliosha for presenting this. (More photos on Facebook — Dante Social Gold
Coast) The next social function will be the end of semester dinner on the 14th June. Our student members are keen to

hear your stories of your Italian experiences. Please
let Rita know if you are available to share these.

Cordiali saluti,
Giovanna Santomauro
Cav. Giovanna Santomauro

Presidente
Societa” Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc

AUGURI PER LA
FESTA DELLA REPUBBLICA

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc

Office: 07 5575 5772 President: Giowvanna Santomauro 07 5539 5528
www.dantegoldcoast.com.au Secretary: Anna Domaneschi 07 5526 0170
info@dantegoldcoast.com School Director: Rita Lo Presti 07 5527 0797
P.0.Box 6862 Gold Coast MC 9726 Facebook Dante Gold Coast Australia

2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters, Qld Australia Instagram @dantegoldcoast



Pagina 2 June/giugno 2024

SCHOOL NEWS

Ciao a tutti,
The semester is coming quickly to a close. We have the end of semester function which we hope everyone
will attend, and over the break a small selection of minicourses but something for all levels .

Tea and Coffee Money

Over the next several months with the colder weather, most people wish a hot drink before or during the
break so help themselves to tea and coffee. We appreciate you subsidizing this with a $1 payment. Several
students have said they don’t have cash on them to pay. May | suggest you put some coins into your car to
use for this !

End of Semester function at... Spaghetti & Jazz Robina All students and friends are invited

for a social night out.
Dante Students and

Friends
are invited to ... Cost $45 per person.

If you specially want to make a table,
please email me and | will organize
with restaurant.

NO late bookings accepted.
Booking must be made by Friday 7%

- June.
of Semester Dinner

Friday 14 June 2024 6.30pm

You can make your booking at the
RSVP- Friday 7th June

rooms or on the website.

Pizza, Pasta platters, Salad and dessert Special price- $45  (Normally $55)
And... Entertainment

Children — Pizza or Pasta & gelato $20

End of Semester- Mini -courses
The break starting on the 14™ of June will be of 3 weeks duration. There are some catchup classes in the
first week due to Labour Day ad Anzac Day public holidays.  Mini Courses being offered-

IMPROVE VOUR ONLINE CONVERSATION
FLUENCY IV ITALIAN — all levels

Immersion morning for

Something for all levels! Intermediate to Advanced levels

Unfortunately this could
Inter- Advanced 9.30- 11.00am Monday 24 June not be organized for this

Beginners 10.30-12.30pm Thursday 4* July break.

TUESDAY THE 25TH OF JUNE 6.30- 8.30pm
TUESDAY THE 2ND OF JULY

Special Afternoon for presentations
If you have studied in Italy at a school in the last 2-3 years and would like to share your experience, please
contact me.

Any questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 07 5527 0797 or email me:
ritalopresti@hotmail.com

Rita Lo Presti
School director



mailto:ritalopresti@hotmail.com
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DANTE SOCIAL GOLD COAST - IL SUGO PERFETTO

On Saturday 1st June at Dante Classroom there was a social event organized by Martina, this social event turned out
to be a huge success.

Including Martina and Rita this event was well patronized 16 of us in all and Giovanna who could not attend, because
of sickness, chatted to us all for a few minutes via Zoom.

On arrival | was astounded by the amount of food already prepared that awaited the students at Dante. This included
olives, raspberries, blackberries, dips and cheeses, plus also the most sumptuous almond cakes that | had ever tasted. |
was tempted to put some in my pockets for later consumption, but thought better of it, didn' t want to disgrace myself
more than normal.

A lady called Lisa did the first demonstration, using a space age food processor. The ingredients she used included
Basil, Pine Nuts, Olive Qil, and Parmesan Cheese. This was served over pasta she had cooked earlier, and it was to die
for. Luckily there was enough left over for me and one other person to have a second helping, It looked quite simple to
prepare so perhaps one day | might get the courage to try and cook some up myself. It will make a nice change from
Aldi's Chicken Pesto which | eat with regularity.

A Mexican gentleman, Aliosha, was the second person to demonstrate his cooking prowess, he prepared | think you
would call it, a Salsa, using onions, tomatoes and other ingredients that | have never heard of, as | absolutely hate
cooking and to me anytime spent in the kitchen is a complete waste of time and effort. Well his Mexican salsa was
buonissima, but for my English palate it was very spicy, and required a good drink of water immediately after
swallowing. My only experience of Mexican food prior to this is from Taco Bells, or the Food Court at Pacific Fair, so
I guess | can now say that | have tasted authentic Mexican Food.

This event really was good fun, and | must make the effort to attend more Dante Social Functions. | hope other
students will also patronise more Dante events, as people like Martina and Rita and Giovanna put a lot of effort into the
organization of these meetings, for which I thank them wholeheartedly.  Roger Spong  Student

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters
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On Saturday, 30™ March, | went to HOTA to check out the ITALIAN RENAISSANCE ALIVE
HOTA GOLD COAST

Italian Renaissance. It was opening day and also school
holidays so it was quite crowded. It was an amazing experience
from the approach to the area where the walls were painted from
floor to ceiling with images of Venice to the information of the
Renaissance artists and an area where one could be
photographed as Venus de Milo standing on a sea shell (which
was very popular with the kids), to the inner area where | spent
about an hour, gazing at the art which was displayed on the
walls — as big as life. The images kept changing while Pavarotti
sang in the background. Every now and then, a finger moved
slightly or an eye would wink, making you think whether you
were imagining it or did it really happen? The time just flew
and before | knew it, the spectacle was over. On the way out, |
was lucky enough to have my photo taken with the dapper

gentleman in the medieval costume who collected the tickets.

I’'m going to go back again before the show finishes on 4"

August because there was just too much to see in one go, and

don’t forget .... you can get a Dante discount on the entry price
Astrid Pennisi

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters



Pagina 5 June/giugno 2024

HOTA — Home of the Arts — Exhibition
ITALIAN RENAISSANCE ALIVE
Finishes Sunday 4™ August 2024

To obtain the discount price of $25 for tickets, (this is down from $39 on weekends and
$29 Weekday tickets), go to the booking form, select date and time, and then type
“Italy” into the promo code box - hota.com.au

As part of National VVolunteer Week (May 20-26), local community groups and organisations were invited to bring
volunteers to a morning tea at HOTA followed by entry to the current exhibition RENNAISANCE ALIVE. This
exclusive event was to acknowledge the generous contribution volunteers make to our community. Dante Life
Member, Luisa Liussi was invited to attend on behalf of the Gold Coast Dante Alighieri Society.

Dante student

e 1S i G _ =
Luisa with GALLERY DIRECTOR SUSI MUDDIMAN One HOTA volunteer Kym Dickinson,

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters
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INTERVISTAVIRTUALE ADANTE ALIGHIERI

In occasione della celebrazione del trentacinquesimo anniversario della scuola Dante Alighieri, la nostra
bravissima studentessa Dawn (Lingua , cultura e societa’) ha fatto una intervista virtuale proprio al
Sommo poeta Dante Alighieri.

Signor Alighieri, grazie per I'intervista. Cominciamo dall'inizio: dov'e’ nato?
Sono nato nel 1265 a Firenze. Mi e’ stato dato il nome Durante degli Alighieri ma sono chiamato da tutti
Dante Alighieri.

Lei e’ fiorentino ma vive a Ravenna adesso . Perche'?
Sono in esilio.

Perche'? Che cosa e’ successo?
C'erano due gruppi politici , | Guelfi neri ed | Guelfi bianchi in contrasto per il controllo della citta'.lo

appartenevo ai Guelfi bianchi e nel 1301 per loro interesse andai a Roma per visitare il Papa. Mentre ero la' |
Guelfi neri presero il potere , mi mandarono in esilio e sequestrarono i miei beni.

Lei e' conosciuto in Italia come “Il poeta” ed anche “Il sommo poeta”.

Sono molto orgoglioso di aver creato attraverso la poesia ,un linguaggio per tutti. Una lingua basata sul
dialetto di Firenze attraverso la quale tutti gli Italiani, di qualunque livello sociale, possono cominicare.
Nella sua poesia Lei parla spesso di una donna chiamata Beatrice.

Lei, Beatrice Portinari, era I'amore della mia vita. L'ho incontrata quando avevo 9 anni. Lei ha ispirato la mia
vita e la mia poesia, come una figura semi divina.

E' bello concludere parlando d'amore. Grazie ancora per la sua gentilezza.

(CHC{C UG CHOUCLCHOUC{C OO CHOU G OO CHOH G CHOU G CHOU G OO OO GO0 G {0

Dante ladies took Ester Ceron out for morning tea.
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DANTE SOCIAL — BUMBLES PASTA NIGHT

A nh

COOLAMON SINGERS PRESENTS supported by

ROSSINI, ==
Solennelle

Be lured by Gioachino Rossini’s eccentricity of scoring,
his beautifully shaped solos and his robust choruses.

CONCERT
SERIES 1
2024

Sat 2:30 JUNE 15
Coolangatta
St Augustine’s Church

Sat 2:30 JUNE 22

Burleigh Heads
Village Uniting Church

Sat 2:30 JUNE 29
Southport
St Peter’s Anglican Church

Tickets: $27 / $22
Visit: stickytickets.com.au
or pay cash at the door

coolamonsingers.org

MARCO BELLASI AYESHA GOUGH
Musical Director Accompanist

GAYNOR MORGAN Soprano
GEOFFREY WEBB Tenor PATRICK DONNELLY Bass

’
. . ) ¢t Coolamon
Transformative classical music R Singers

Registration is now open for PLIDA exams which will take place in June.

The PLIDA (Progetto Lingua Italiana Dante Alighieri) certificate attests

proficiency in Italian language at all levels of the Common European

Framework of Reference, from A1to C2.

For further information contact us: info@dante-alighieri.com.au
0401927 967

ITALIAN LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY
CERTIFICATION

SESSIONS IN JUNE
2024

DATES LEVELS
12 June B1, B2, C1

22 June Al, A2, B], B2
(for juniores)

FOR MORE INFORMATION

DANTE-ALIGHIERI.COM.AU/HOME/PL
INFO@DANTE-ALIGHIERI.COM.AU

Giovanna Carranza, Rita, Monita and Darren Grlfflths




Pagina 8 June/giugno 2024

OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS. GRAZIE

THE GOLD COAST
ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB

COLLAS MORO ROSS . .
18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters
Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings
) _Ph 075539 9099 www.italoaustralianclub.com.au
Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
Web: www.cmrlawyers.com.au
20/47 Watts Drive

VARSITY LAKES

Brisbane Business Equipment
Unit 1, 747 Fairfield Road
Yeerongpilly Qld 4105
ITALIAN SPOKEN Ph: 07 3255 9500
E: admin@bbe.net.au
BRISBANE BUSINESS EQUIPMEN]

Small Business Specialists E R A R D Contact us today

G
Specialists in SMSF W 0 7 5 5 3 2 1 7 3 3

Income Tax Returns or call Gerard direct on

Business Advisory O 41 2 7 5 3 3 3 9

Financial Planning & Investment Advice A S S 0 ( | AT E S

www.wilkes.com.au

Retirement & Estate Planning info@wilkes.com.au
CHARTERED

ACCOUNTANTS
FOR GENUINE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & ADVICE

EST. 1977 Family Owned and Operated

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AUSTRALIA + NEW ZEALAND

aliCommercial Tower 3, Level 5, 9 Lawson Street , Southport Qld 4215

June 2017
Astrid
Pennisi’s
students
celebrate
Italian
National
Day.

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters
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