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President’s Letter  

 
 
Dear members 

 

I hope this newsletter finds you well and dry and that you have not suffered loss of your 

home due to these drastic weather conditions. 

 

Last month our Italian Consul for Queensland and Northern Territory, Salvatore 

Napolitano returned to Italy.  His farewell is in this newsletter in Italian and in English. 

We wish him and his family all the very best for their future. 

 

On the 20
th
 February I heard the sad news that our Ambassador, Francesca Tardioli, 

died when she fell from a balcony in Foligno Italy, where she was spending a few days  

in her hometown. Francesca Tardioli was the first female Italian Ambassador in 

Australia.  She took up her post in September 2019.  Walter Antonucci, Anna 

Domaneschi and I met her at a function in Brisbane where she met members of the 

Italian Community. Masses to remember and honour her were held all over Australia on 

Sunday 27
th
 February. We send condolences to her colleagues in the Italian Embassy in 

Canberra and to her family. R.I.P. 

 

On the 23
rd

 February  we had our Annual General Meeting.  For the first time we had 

this on Zoom. We presented Life Membership to Luisa Liussi and Brian Bell as a token 

of appreciation for their contribution to our Society. Current committee is as follows: 

PRESIDENT – Giovanna Santomauro   VICE PRESIDENT – Gino Moro              

SECRETARY – M.Anna Domaneschi   TREASURER – Gerard Wilkes                  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Walter Antonucci, Connie Canale, Mark Hayward, 

Patricia Hembrow,  Rita Lo Presti, Martina Medda and Judith Roberts.  

 

Cordiali saluti     Cav. Giovanna Santomauro 
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Ciao a tutti!! 

We have started the year with great numbers in 

each class. We hope to have an Italian for 

Travellers class starting soon and hopefully these 

will become our Beginners 1 in the near future. 

 

We have not yet planned a Students Welcome for 

the semester. We have been waiting for the 

Omicron variant to die down a little. If you have 

any ideas for this occasion, please let us know. 

 

We have had a few of our students fall ill with 

Omicron. Thank you to them for making the 

decision to stay home and not spread it to other 

students. We hope others will follow and not attend 

classes when they are not well. 

 

We welcome Ilaria Villani as one of our  new 

teaching staff. For those of you who  met Roberto 

Bucci, a past teacher, Ilaria went to Uni with him. 

Ilaria loves learning languages and  also  loves 

teaching her own native language, Italian, but also 

French. Ilaria will be teaching Inter 2 Rev Plus on 

Friday and Inter 2 on Tuesday night. 

 

                
 

We also welcome back our “Gran Professore” 

Gabriel Scarmana. Gabriel has taught with us  for 

many years . He is presently taking Inter3  Plus  on 

Tuesday evenings. 

 
Please call me on 55270797     or      Email  me 

info@dantegoldcoast.com 

 

with any ideas or problems you are having. 

           

                                       Rita School Director 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Important Course Dates for Semester 1   2022 

 

Easter break -  2 April- 18 April 

Term 2 commences 19 April  

Semester ends 18 June   

               

DANTE MEMBERSHIP CARDS 

 

All Dante members should have a Dante membership 

card with their own number on it. The plastic 

numbered cards are provided by the Rome Dante 

headquarters.  Each member keeps the same card but 

every year you get a new sticker to put on the back of 

that card.  This card is recognised in Italy and other 

parts of the world to receive discounts. Below are 

some of the places where Dante members receive 

discounts.   

 

To check out the website go to:  ladante.it   then click 

on “DIVENTA SOCIO” then  

“LE PRINCIPALI CONVENZIONI” which are the 

ones below and ‘LE CONVENZIONI IN ITALIA E 

NEL MONDO” where a map opens up and you can 

see what other discounts are available in Italy and 

other parts of the world – mainly free coffee/juice or 

discounts at restaurants.  

 

 

 
 

On pagina 6 of this  newsletter there are discounts 

available to our members on showing your current 

membership card.  When we get other discounts we 

will add that business to the list.  Please let us know if 

you are able to give our members discounts.  

mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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SALUTO DAL CONSOLE                                                                   Brisbane, 03.02.2022 

Gentili Rappresentanti della Comunità italiana, Autorità tutte,                                                                                     

Cari Connazionali, Cittadini del Queensland e del Territorio del Nord, 

i tempi molto stretti della mia partenza e la situazione pandemica vigente non mi consentono di salutarVi tutti come 

avrei voluto, per cui, nell’imminenza della conclusione del mio mandato di Console d’Italia a Brisbane, a nome mio 

personale e della mia famiglia, desidero esprimerVi un saluto e un ringraziamento. 

L’emergenza pandemica ha richiesto un impegno straordinario per le attività di assistenza e di sostegno alla 

comunità, che il personale del Consolato ha saputo svolgere con l’apprezzato contributo delle Autorità locali, dei 

rappresentanti della comunità italiana e delle Associazioni italiane, garantendo al contempo la continua ed 

efficiente erogazione dei servizi consolari. 

A sessant’anni dall’istituzione del Consolato d’Italia a Brisbane, per il Queensland ed il Territorio del Nord, l’Italia 

è qui un Paese molto amato, tanto grazie al lavoro di coloro che hanno gettato le basi della collaborazione, i molti 

italiani stabilitisi molti anni fa, come grazie a quanti sono arrivati più di recente e continuano a contribuire alla 

crescita dei territori locali. 

Le aziende italiane partecipano ai principali progetti di sviluppo del Queensland e del Territorio del Nord, gli 

scambi accademici sono intensi ed ovunque, nella circoscrizione del Consolato, è diffusa la passione per il “Made 

in Italy”, per le sue espressioni culturali, gastronomiche e sociali. Tra i tanti bei ricordi, desidero menzionare 

l’inaugurazione dei nuovi uffici del Consolato nel maggio del 2019, la Prima Giornata della Ricerca italiana nel 

Queensland il 15 aprile 2021, le missioni a Bundaberg, Cairns, Darwin, Gold Coast, Ingham, Mackay, Stanthorpe, 

Townsville, le tante storie raccolte con il Giro d’Italia attraverso il Queensland e di cui mi avete reso partecipe agli 

eventi delle Associazioni, i festeggiamenti per il settantacinquesimo anniversario della Repubblica italiana presso la 

“Customs House” alla presenza delle principali Autorità locali, con i principali edifici di Brisbane illuminati con il 

tricolore italiano. 

Sono consapevole che queste siano solo alcune sfumature di una storia di relazioni ben più lunghe e profonde che 

continuerà negli anni a venire e di cui le pagine più belle sono ancora da scrivere. Sono contento di esserne stato 

parte anche se per un brevissimo periodo e vi assicuro che continuerò a promuovere le relazioni tra l’Italia, il 

Queensland ed il Territorio del Nord. 

Invio, anche a nome della mia famiglia, molti cordiali saluti di ogni bene!               Salvatore Napolitano 

ITALIAN CONSUL’S FAREWELL 

Dear Representatives of the Italian Community, Excellences, Authorities,                                                                      

Dear Italian citizens, Queenslanders, Territorians, 

My imminent departure to Italy and pandemic contingencies do not allow me to bid you all farewell as I would 

have liked, therefore, at the conclusion of my tenure as Consul of Italy in Brisbane, on behalf of my family, I would 

personally like to express our farewell and thanks to you all. 

The pandemic emergency required an extraordinary commitment assisting and supporting the community, which 

the consulate staff carried out successfully with the much appreciated contribution of the local Authorities, the 

representatives of the Italian community and the Italian Associations. Thanks to this great joint effort, we managed 

at the same time to ensure the continuous and efficient provision of consular services. 

Having celebrated, in 2021, the sixtieth anniversary of the establishment of the Consulate of Italy in Brisbane, for 

Queensland and the Northern Territory, we can acknowledge that Italy is a much loved country in Australia, thanks 

to the work of those who laid the foundations of collaboration, the many Italians who arrived years ago, as well as 

those who arrived more recently who have integrated perfectly into the Australian lifestyle. 
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ITALIAN CONSUL’S FAREWELL (Cont.) 

Italian companies invest and participate in important projects in Queensland and the Northern Territory. Academic 

exchanges are numerous and all around the Consulate district, there is a strong, genuine passion for "Made in Italy"; 

for its cultural, gastronomic and social expressions. Among the many wonderful memories, I would like to mention 

the inauguration of the new Consulate offices in May 2019; the First Italian Research Day in Queensland on April 

15, 2021; missions to Bundaberg, Cairns, Darwin, Gold Coast, Ingham, Mackay, Stanthorpe and Townsville; the 

many stories collected from the Giro d'Italia through Queensland; the celebrations for the seventy-fifth anniversary 

of the Italian Republic at  “Customs House” in the presence of leading local authorities, with the main buildings of 

Brisbane illuminated with the Italian tricolour. I am aware that these are just some nuances of a much longer and 

more profound successful relationship, of which, I am sure, the most beautiful pages are yet to be written. I am 

humbled to have been part of it even for a short time. 

I send, also on behalf of my family, our kind and warm wishes! Count on us to keep on enthusiastically promoting 

Queensland and Northern Territory and their relations with Italy. All the best!                  

    Salvatore Napolitano 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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PAGINA DEGLI STUDENTI 

 

We know that wearing masks will not be 

mandated from the 4
th

 March but I think if 

you wish to keep yourself safe it is always a 

good habit to get into. You are welcome to 

keep wearing a mask if you so wish.   

------------------------------------------------------ 

 

FREE English classes for Italian Citizens.   

For further information  

please phone 

Giovanna on 07 55395528. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON ZOOM 

23/2/22. (President’s report and Activities for 

2021 are attached. ) 

 

 
 

We had a lovely lunch at the Gold Coast Italo 

Australian Club after Italian class on Thursday 

morning.  The Club restaurant is not open for 

lunch on Thursdays any more.  They are open 

for lunch on Fridays and Sundays.  

 
Carlotta e Giovanna enjoy vegetarian lunch. 

 

 

 

 

PAGINA DEGLI STUDENTI 

 
 

Il festival della Canzone Italiana di Sanremo 2022 
 

Il Festival di Sanremo è iniziato nel 1951 per attrarre i 

turisti a Sanremo durante l’inverno.  

 

Si tiene ogni anno tra febbraio e marzo e attira molti 

cantanti che vogliono suonare e cantare la loro canzone 

per la prima volta.  

 

Il vincitore (o vincitrice!) è deciso con un voto popolare e 

un voto della giuria. 

 

I vincitori quest’anno sono stati Mahmood e Blanco, con 

la canzone ‘Brividi,’ che ha ricevuto 53% del voto 

popolare.  

 

Si uniscono ad altri vincitori e cantanti famosi come 

Domenico Modugno, Nada, Peppino di Capri e Gianni 

Morandi.    

    Davina LCS 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Festival della Canzone Italiana di Sanremo 
 

Il Festival di Sanremo è un evento musicale molto famoso 

che ogni anno è seguito da milioni di persone. Si tiene al 

Teatro Ariston di Sanremo. 

 

È uno spettacolo in TV e una gara, come l’ Eurovision. La 

competizione  è fra cantanti sia  conosciuti che 

sconosciuti. Tutte le canzoni sono scritte da cantautori 

italiani con testi in italiano. 

 

Lo spettacolo in televisione dura cinque giorni e il sabato, 

l’ultimo giorno, si dichiarava il vincitore o la vincitrice, 

che poi rappresenta l’Italia all’Eurovision. 

 

Alcuni cantanti sono diventati famosi grazie al Festival di 

Sanremo per esempio Laura Pausini. 

 

Questo è stato il settantaduesimo anno di Sanremo. I 

vincitori sono stati Mahmood e Blanco con la canzone 

Brividi.  L’Eurovision si fara’ in Italia quest’anno quindi 

sará  una gara speciale per gli Italiani. 

 

Se volete vedere le interviste fatte agli italiani su 

Sanremo, date un’occhiata a Easy Italian, “What is San 

Remo?” su You Tube. 

 

   Linda Intermediate 3 



  

 

 

      

        Pagina 6               March/marzo  2022                    Gold Coast Dante News 

 

                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 
  

46 Watson Esplanade                                         

SURFERS PARADISE  4217 

PH. 07 55399099                                                       

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web: www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 

 

 

FOR GENUINE PROFESSIONAL                      

SERVICE & ADVICE 

 

GERARD WILKES & ASSOCIATES 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Family owned & operated. Est. 1977 

Ph. 5532 1733 

email:  admin@wilkes.com.au 

P.O. Box 1932 Southport Q. 4215 

www.wilkes.com.au 

 

 

* 10% DISCOUNT ON BREAD  

FOR DANTE MEMBERS 

 

Show your current Dante card at  

Rustic Mill and Saamaria’s  Café & Deli                                                 
2/16 Hilldon Crt. Nerang.                                             

Phone 07  55967004      Mobile 0428029790                                          

* Discount not available on Italian sweets, coffee and 

other Italian products! 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

PATRONATO 

ITAL –UIL 
Per informazioni contattate: 

 

Giuseppina Zanda 

 

Cellulare - 0413953528 

Telefono Ufficio – 33579141 

Email: 

brisbane_italuil@italuilqld.com.au 

 

 

PATRONATO  INAS 

 
  

Per informazioni contattate: 

 

Marco Diotallevi 

 

3832 1306 / 0402 358 421 

Email: brisbane@inas.com.au 

 

 

 

Joseph Patane  Italian 

Entertainer 

Keyboards & Vocals  Phone 

0422415137 

 

 

The Gold Coast Italo Australian Club 
 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

 

Marco’s Italian restaurant/Entertainment 

 

Phone 55751966 for bookings 

 

mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
mailto:admin@wilkes.com.au
http://www.wilkes.com.au/
mailto:brisbane_italuil@italuilqld.com.au
mailto:brisbane@inas.com.au
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LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

 

At our AGM we presented Life Membership to our members Luisa Liussi and Dr. Brian Bell.  We will 

organise an evening to celebrate them and present them with their certificates when things settle with 

this virus. Luisa is a foundation member of our Society and we featured Luisa in our January newsletter. 

Brian is our Webmaster and has been a student and committee member for many years.  There are so 

many photos over almost 33 years that it is difficult to pick just a few so I am including a few for you.   

 

 

 

 


