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Dear Members and friends 

 

Our Annual General Meeting was held on the 29
th
 February and I attach my President’s report.  At  the AGM we 

nominated  Rita Lo Presti (our School Director)  as a second Vice President.  Congratulations Rita!! 

 

Now that the classes are running well, we hope to start organising more social events. These can be a wide variety of 

Italian themed events – members sharing their Italian experiences as tourists and students, film nights, armchair travel, 

and card games. Please let us  know what interests  you, other than the language classes, and we will try to organise it. 

 

Welcome to new students and welcome back to past students who have had a break.  You can always come back and join 

any of the classes that are running.  Just speak to Rita Lo Presti about it. We have a wonderful website, thanks to Dr. 

Brian Bell, with lots of interesting information including where you can get a discount as a Dante Member.  All members 

should have a membership card (which comes from Rome Sede Centrale) with the 2024 sticker on the back of it. 

           

Cordiali saluti,            Giovanna    

Cav. Giovanna Santomauro, Presidente 

 

             
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Gerard Wilkes,     Giovanna Santomauro,    Anna Domaneschi    and     Gino Moro 
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Ciao a tutti, 

 

The school year is moving along quite quickly. The intended Student Welcome will be postponed due to several  

committee members being away, so we look forward to planning a great end of semester function. 

 

I went to the Dendy Cinemas for the Travelling Film Festival last month to see the Italian films “The Eight Mountains” 

and  “La Chimera”. It was good to see our teachers and students attending.  

 

We still have had some late starters coming into our courses and have tried to accommodate them as best we can. Covid  

did take several of our evening levels away, but I hope that we can slowly build the classes up again to have the full 

selection of both  day and night class. 

 

The morning class Lingua, Cultura e Società` will restart in Term 2. This is an advanced level of conversation.  Please 

contact me if interested. 

 

I also hope to advertise  another Italian for Travellers course for Term 2 which has been in high demand this term. We 

hope our present group of students will study with us a little longer before they start to travel.  

 

Important Course Dates   

Easter break-      30 March- 14 April 

Term 2 commences-  15 April  

Semester ends 14 June     

 

Conversation classes in March 

Thanks to our new teacher Gaia, we are able to run a series of 4 weeks of conversation classes  starting Tuesday 5
th
 

March for Intermediate levels. It is not too late to join even if the block has begun. Please contact me. 

 

Any questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 55270797 or email me: ritalopresti@hotmail.com  

                                                                                Rita – School Director 

 

 
Members at the Annual General Meeting held on the 29

th
 February 2024. Standing , from the left,  Gino Moro, 

Walter Antonucci, John Santomauro, June Moro, Rita Lo Presti, Anna Domaneschi and Gerard Wilkes. 

Sitting, from the left, Nessy Pile, Robin Cook, Judith Roberts and Life Member, Tony Carnovale.  The new 

Committee is as below: 

  

 PRESIDENT:  Giovanna Santomauro  VICE PRESIDENTS:  Rita Lo Presti and  Gino Moro   

SECRETARY:  M. Anna Domaneschi, TREASURER:  Gerard Wilkes 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Dr. Brian Bell, Martina Medda, Nessy Pile, Judith Roberts and Jaquie Shelton 
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Piacere di conoscervi! I'm Gaia Malantrucco, and I'm totally delighted to be part of the Italian teaching team here alla 

scuola Dante Alighieri. Allow me to introduce myself and provide you with a glimpse into my background and passion 

for language instruction. 

 

 

My fascination with the Italian language ignited during my studies in art, design, and architecture in Rome, my home 

city. It was during this time that I first explored  into the fascinating world of Italian literature and history, sparking a 

deep-seated passion for the culture and language. 

Throughout my travels, from the enchanting streets of Rome, I've had the privilege of immersing myself in the vibrant 

tapestry of Italian culture. These experiences have not only deepened my appreciation for the language but have also 

profoundly influenced my teaching philosophy. 

 

Currently, I'm on the verge of completing my TESOL diploma, a transformative endeavour that has expanded my 

repertoire of teaching strategies and techniques. This program has empowered me to craft dynamic and engaging 

lessons that cater to the diverse learning styles and preferences of my students. 

 

Beyond the classroom, you'll often find me indulging in my passions for travel, culinary exploration, and outdoor 

pursuits (especially sports) I firmly believe that these experiences serve as invaluable sources of inspiration and 

enrichment, infusing vitality into my teaching practice. 

 

At the heart of my teaching methodology lies the belief that language acquisition should be an enjoyable and 

interactive process that empowers students to communicate effectively in real-world contexts. Through innovative 

instructional techniques and immersive cultural experiences, I strive to cultivate a supportive learning environment 

where every student feels encouraged and supported. 

 

As I embark on this exciting chapter as your Italian language mentor, my aim is to ignite a lifelong passion for Italian 

language and culture within each of my students. 

 

Grazie mille for allowing me to share my story with you today. It's a privilege to be part of such a great learning 

community. Ciao a presto!  
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LA CLASSE DI LUNEDI SERA 

 
Le zeppole napoletane di Susanna. Buonissime!! 

 

LE DUE CLASSI DI ITALIAN FOR TRAVELLERS  DI MARTEDI 

SERA CON LE LORO INSEGNANTI 

 

 

PECORINO WINE 

 
I had never heard of Pecorino Wine. 

Michael Voogt, one of our students, 

mentioned it in class. I asked him to write 

something about it. Giovanna 

 

Story about Pecorino Wine 
 

Pecorino, the grape was supposedly 

named for the fact that shepherds would 

eat some of these grapes when they were 

ripe in September while they were 

transporting their sheep across Abruzzo.  

As payment for eating these grapes they 

would give a piece of pecorino cheese to 

the grape growers.  

 

One likely origin of the name comes from 

something called the transumanza or the 

route the Abruzzo shepherds would take 

with their sheep every September into the 

1950s going from the mountains of 

Abruzzo South to Puglia.  Since Pecorino 

grapes ripen early, they would have been 

available for travelling sheep to munch on 

during the transumanza, and since pecora 

means sheep the grape could have been 

named after the hungry creatures that 

made a snack of them.  Although that 

legend goes further, suggesting the 

shepherds would actually compensate 

vineyard owners for loss of grapes during 

the transumanza with wedges of Pecorino 

cheese.    Michael Voogt 
 

Thank you Michael for your interesting 

story. The Pecorino is a white wine. You 

can look for more information yourself 

under “Pecorino Wine”  or “I Vini 

Pecorino” to see different versions of how 

it was called this.  Pecorino Wine can be 

bought locally.  

 

Il Pecorino e` un vino bianco. Le 

Marche e l’Abruzzo sono le regioni piu` 

importanti per la produzione di questi 

vini. Si dice che le uve Pecorino si 

chiamano cosi` perche` i grappoli 

ricordano la forma della testa di una 

pecora.  
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  John, Giovanna, Judith and Tony enjoy a pizza after the AGM 

 
Beginners 1 Monday night class 

 
 

 

At the Dendy Cinema, 

Southport after the film   

“La Chimera” 

 

Gino and June Moro, 

Giovanna and John 

Santomauro, 

 Rita Lo Presti and 

Charlotte Harrison. 
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Tuesday morning Beginners 3 class        

 
Tanti auguri per il tuo compleanno John 

 


 

HOTA – Home of the Arts – Exhibition 

 

ITALIAN RENNAISANCE ALIVE 

Saturday 30
th

  March 2024 to Sunday 4
th

 August 2024 

 

 
hota.com.au 
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TANTI AUGURI ESTER 
 

 
 
E' stato molto piacevole per alcune Amiche della Dante, 

incontrarsi il 16 Febbraio,  in occasione  del Compleanno 

di Ester Ceron, nella sede dell'italian Club della Gold 

Coast. 

 

Ester è  molto conosciuta e stimata anche per la sua 

generosità  e disponibilità  nel Volontariato , di  fatto  

collabora attivamente  con il Co. As. It.  della Gold Coast  

da circa 14 anni. 

 

Per  le amiche, lo stare insieme  alla fine del pranzo, ha 

reso l'incontro  molto proficuo, in quanto ha dato la 

possibilità  di dialogare l'un  l'altro, dei fatti della vita 

odierna, nonché  di ricordi del passato. 

 

Tutte soddisfatte  alla fine anche per l'ottimo pranzo, per 

la gustosissima torta di Compleanno,farcita con frutta di 

stagione  e un calice  di spumante.  

 

Questo incontro  non resterà  un fatto  a sé,  perché 

l'auspicio  è per tutte di celebrare  ancora tanti 

Compleanni insieme. 

    Francesca Manuele 

 

Le Signore s’incontrano per pranzo con Ester 

Ceron  al Gold Coast Italo Australian Club ogni 

venerdi e rimangono a prendere un caffe`, 

giocare a carte, ramino e a chiacchierare.   

Tutti benvenuti!! 

 

 

  
It was very pleasant for some Dante Friends 

to meet on February 16th, on the occasion of 

Ester Ceron's birthday, in the headquarters of 

the Italian Club of the Gold Coast. 

 

Ester is well known and respected for her 

generosity and availability in volunteering. 

In fact,  she has actively collaborated with 

Co. As. It. Gold Coast  for about 14 years. 

 

For the friends, being together at the end of 

lunch made the meeting very profitable, as it 

provided  the opportunity to talk to each 

other about the facts of today's life, as well as 

memories of the past. 

 

Everyone enjoyed the excellent lunch, the 

tasty birthday cake filled with seasonal fruit,  

and the glass of sparkling wine. 

 

This meeting will not remain a one-off  event  

because the hope is for everyone to celebrate 

many more birthdays together in the future.  

 

The ladies meet every Friday with Ester 

Ceron for lunch at the Gold Coast Italo 

Australian Club and stay on for a coffee, 

to play cards, rummy, and to chat. 

All welcome! 
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  OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS.  GRAZIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 

 

Ph 07 5539 9099 

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web:  www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

20/47 Watts Drive 

VARSITY LAKES 

 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 
 

 

 

THE GOLD COAST 

ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 
 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings 

www.italoaustralianclub.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

IL COMITATO ED INSEGNANTI  
AUGURANO A TUTTI  
UNA BUONA PASQUA  

 

mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
http://www.italoaustralianclub.com.au/

