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26 March
Cena e Due Chiacchiere

5-27 April
Easter Holidays

LETTERA DEL PRESIDENTE

Dear members and friends

The result of the recent Annual General Meeting is as follows: PRESIDENT: Giovanna Santomauro

VICE PRESIDENTS: Rita Lo Presti and Gino Moro SECRETARY': Maria Anna Domaneschi

TREASURER: Gerard Wilkes COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Brian Bell, Martina Medda, Nessy Pile, Judith Roberts
and Jaqueline Shelton. My President’s report is attached.

Our first Social gathering for 2025 was the Festa di Carnevale on Friday 28" February. Thank you to Rita, Martina,
Nessy and John for your help with set up and cleaning. Thank you to Crispina Benvenga for making the frittelle and
Carmela Gerardis and Maria Zampogna for helping me make the crostoli. My family always called them crostoli, other
people call them bugie or chiacchiere. Rita is organising the next Social event on the 26" March.

Thank you to Elio Susan for sponsoring the sign at the end of the driveway. Thank you to everyone who contributed
articles for this newsletter. Thank you Dr. Brian Bell for the Tips for Travellers on Pagina 4.

Cordiali saluti, Cav. Giovanna Santomauro
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SCHOOL NEWS

Ciao a tutti!

The Student Welcome on Friday night was a relaxed and fun night. The theme was Carnevale. We saw some
footage of the parades in Venice, played Chi sono? and did the Ballo del Qua Qua!! It was also a great
opportunity for students to mingle, talk to us about things/ scholarships to Italy etc.

Thank You to Giovanna for organizing the evening and the crostoli which are always a great treat.

Our next social function will be Wednesday 26™
March for Cena e Due Chiacchiere at Fratello
Italian, 79 Central St, Labrador, Qld. 4215

I hope to advertise for another Italian for Travellers
course for Term 2. This has been in high demand
this term. We hope our present group of students
will continue to study with us a little longer, moving
into Beginners 1, before they travel.

Important Course Dates 2025

Semester 1

Term 1- 3 February- 4 April 9 weeks

EASTER BREAK -5 April to 27 April 3 week break

Term 2- 28 April- 27 June 9 weeks All our dates can also be found on the website.

My NEW Dante Contact number
I am removing my landline and from March, the number 55270797 will be uncontactable. The new Dante
number to contact me on with all Dante matters is 0494 398 438

Tea and Coffee at breaks
Just a reminder- We do have an Aldi machine in Aula 1. If you have Aldi pods, you can use this machine to
make a coffee. Please ensure there is water in the reservoir.

Private Classes

If you would like private classes, early bookings would guarantee your preferred day and time. Please
complete an online private class request form or ring me to discuss this further.

Please note the terms and conditions of the private classes.

Any ideas, questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 0494 398 438 or email me:
info@dantegoldcoast.com

Rita School Director

Wednesday
morning
Class with
Teacher
Martina
Medda
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FESTA DI CARNEVALE

Thank you to everyone who came last Friday night. The food everyone brought was delicious! We spent some time chatting,
eating and drinking, in Piazza Dante. After the welcome, | gave out some information about Carnevale, prepared by our Life
Member Luisa Liussi. We then danced to “Il Ballo del Qua Qua” We went inside and had a trivia quiz, prepared by our
Life Member Astrid Pennisi. Then we played our version of Celebrity Heads “Chi sono i0”, watched Carnevale
images from Venezia, and finished off with crostoli, frittelle and caffe’. Giovanna Santomauro

Frnoecho

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
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Tips for Travellers — Markets and Supermarkets

Shopping in Italian markets and supermarkets offers a fascinating glimpse into the country's culture
and culinary traditions. For those staying in apartments, it's an excellent opportunity to prepare
some meals at home while also enjoying local restaurants.

Markets: A Feast for the Senses

Italian markets continue to be a treasure trove of local delicacies. Stallholders are typically eager to
explain their products and offer samples. From fresh pasta and artisanal pesto to truffle-stuffed
duck breasts and locally-produced prosciutto and mozzarella, the variety is endless.

Supermarkets: A European Showcase

Supermarkets in Italy offer an impressive range of products from across the EU. In 2025, there's an

increased focus on:

1. Sustainability: Many stores now feature dedicated sections for eco-friendly and zero-waste
products.

2. Plant-based options: A growing selection of vegetarian and vegan alternatives is available.
3. Local produce: There's a strong emphasis on supporting regional farmers and producers.

Vegetables are clearly labelled with their country of origin, catering to the increasing consumer
demand for transparency in food sourcing.
Shopping Hours and Regulations

Supermarket hours can vary, but many still observe traditional opening times and close for an
afternoon siesta. In small centres, Sunday hours remain limited, so plan accordingly if arriving on a
weekend.

As of 2025, Italy has strengthened its plastic reduction efforts. Bring reusable bags or be prepared to
pay for eco-friendly alternatives at checkout.
Unique Aspects of Italian Grocery Shopping

1. Alcohol and confectionery: Supermarkets offer a wide range of wines, spirits, and chocolates,
often at prices lower than duty-free shops.

Pharmaceuticals: Basic medications like paracetamol and aspirin are only available at
pharmacies, not supermarkets. They can be expensive, so bring some from home.

Local markets: Many towns still host weekly markets in central piazzas, offering fresh produce,
clothing, and various goods.

Bringing Food Back to Australia

Packaged foods like panforte can still be brought into Australia, but always declare them to Customs.

Remember, exploring Italian markets and supermarkets is not just about shopping — it's an integral
part of experiencing the country's rich culinary culture. Buon appetito e buona spesa!

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
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March Festivals

Roma

Caesar is still remembered in Rome on 15 March, the Ides of March. Cultural events are usually held in
the Roman Forum. A re-enactment of Caesar's death is held at the site of his assassination in the Torre
Argentina archaeological site.

Mandorla in Fiore (Sicily)

All things almonds are celebrated at Mandorlo, a spring festival in the Agrigento region. The name literally
means "almonds in bloom". Culinary, artistic and cultural aspects feature. It is usually held the first part of
March.

Torrita di Siena (medieval village near Siena in Tuscany)
The Palio dei Somari, a donkey race between neighbourhoods, takes place on 19 March, Saint Joseph's Day.
The festival includes a colourful historic parade.

All over Italy
Festa della Donna, or International Women's Day, is celebrated on 8 March. Men bring flowers, usually

yellow mimosa, to the women in their lives. Groups of women frequently have dinner together. Some
museums and sites offer free or reduced admission for women.

Feast Day of San Giuseppe (Saint Joseph, Mary's husband), March 19, is also known as Father's Day in Italy.
This used to be a national holiday. Traditionally it was celebrated with bonfires and sometimes pageants with
scenes from the life of Saint Joseph. Children give gifts to their fathers. Zeppole (zeppolo (s)), filled,
doughnut-like pastries, are traditionally eaten on Saint Joseph's Day

La storia di Google Maps

L’epoca di spostarci nelle grandi citta armati di mappe cartacee e’ ormai passata da un pezzo. Oggi, e’ piu facile
consultare il Google Maps nel cellulare. Questa rivoluzione tecnologica € iniziato 20 anni fa, 1’8 febbraio 2005, quando
Google Maps fu lanciata ufficialmente. Ma la storia alla base di quel lancio ha iniziato un paio di anni prima, nel

2003. Non nella Silicon Valley, ma a Sydney, in Australia.

Quell’anno, a Sydney, viene fondata la start-up “Where 2 Technologies’. Sede del progetto, la camera da letto degli
ospiti nell’appartamento di uno dei quattro soci fondatori. In quella stanza, i quattro sviluppano ‘Expedition’, un
software di mappe scaricabili, ma presto capiscono che, per stare al passo con i tempi, devono spostare il progetto su
una piattaforma online. Cosi, nel 2004, dopo aver trovato un finanziatore, Larry Page, il co-fondatore di Google, é nato
Google Maps.

Da allora, Google Maps diventa una sorta di guida turistica, un navigatore GPS. E possibile anche trovare informazioni
sulla qualita dell’aria di un quartiere, o scoprire quali sono gli orari di punta da evitare.

Secondo una tecnica di Google, esiste un articolo nel quale elenca “20 cose che non sapevi di poter fare con Google
Maps”. Forse vale la pena cercare questo articolo!

Dora English

Societa Dante Alighieri Gold Coast Inc
07 5575 5772 | www.dantegoldcoast.com.au | info@dantegoldcoast.com | 2/18 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters
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PERCHE RECANATI?

Ora capisco perché cosi tanti studenti della Dante
Alighieri Gold Coast scelgono di studiare a Recanati. E
una bellissima cittadina storica su una collina. A est
Recanati si affaccia sull’Oceano Adriatico e ad ovest sui
Monti Sibillini.

La Scuola di Italiano Dante Alighieri Campus L'Infinito &
nel centro di Recanati. Gli insegnhanti sono molto
amichevoli e organizzati e offrono attivita interessanti. La
mia insegnante, Silvia, € molto motivata e arriva in classe
con tanto entusiasmo. Parla in modo molto veloce quindi
ho bisogno di concentrarmi perché ho bisogno di
migliorare la mia competenza nell” ascoltare e nel
rispondere.

Attualmente sono a meta del corso grandi e sto capendo
molto di pit. Sicuramente mi sento piu sicuro parlando
con i negozianti locali che sono molto pazienti anche se il
mio italiano non ¢ cosi fluente.

Ho scelto di studiare a febbraio (inverno italiano) per
concentrarmi sui miei studi. Ci sono molte opportunita di
visite turistiche guidate. Inclusi nel prezzo del nostro
corso sono escursioni nelle citta locali - Porto Recanati,
Loreto, Ancona - e viaggi del fine settimana a Firenze,
Roma e Bologna.

Ci sono anche escursioni facoltative (a spese dello
studente) a San Marino, Urbino, Riviera del Conero e
Montelupone per una cena di piatti tradizionali
marchigiani.

Ci sono molte attivita a scuola per costruire ‘I'esprit da
corp’. Esiste un gruppo WhatsApp in cui gli studenti
condividono foto, lo staff da presentazioni - per esempio,
la cultura marchigiana, le superstizioni italiane, la cucina
a la musica Italiana - e questa settimana abbiamo avuto
una cena internazionale dove ho vinto il premio per il
miglior dolce: La Pavlova - brava L’ Australia!

L’alloggio negli appartamenti condivisi per studenti ¢
incluso nel prezzo del corso ed ¢ la preferenza dei giovani
studenti sudamericani. Sono una adulta e ho scelto di
abitare a CaLalLaNotte B&B nel centro di Recanati e a 5-
minuti a piedi da scuola.

E un'esperienza meravigliosa immergersi nella lingua e lo
consiglio vivamente!

Debra Pinkerton
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WHY RECANATI?

Now | understand why so many Dante Alighieri
Gold Coast students choose to study in Recanati. It
is a beautiful historic town on a hill. Recanati
overlooks the Adriatic Ocean to the east and the
Sibillini Mountains to the west.

Dante Alighieri Italian School Campus L'Infinito is
in the center of Recanati. The teachers are very
friendly and organized and offer interesting
activities. My teacher, Silvia, is very motivated and
comes to class with a lot of enthusiasm. She speaks
very fast so | need to concentrate because | need to
improve my listening and answering skills.

I am currently halfway through the course and am
understanding much more. | definitely feel more
confident talking to local shopkeepers who are very
patient even though my Italian is not that fluent.

I chose to study in February (Italian winter) to
focus on my studies. There are many opportunities
for guided sightseeing. Included in the price of our
course are excursions to local towns - Porto
Recanati, Loreto, Ancona - and weekend trips to
Florence, Rome and Bologna.

There are also optional excursions (at the student's
expense) to San Marino, Urbino, Riviera del
Conero and Montelupone for a dinner of traditional
Marche dishes.

There are many activities at school to build ‘corps
spirit'. There is a WhatsApp group where students
share photos, staff give presentations - for example,
the culture of the Marche, Italian superstitions,
Italian cuisine and music - and this week we had an
international dinner where | won the prize for the
best dessert: The Pavlova - well done Australia!

The accommodation in shared student apartments
is included in the course fee and is the preference
of young South American students. | am an adult
and | have chosen to live in CalLalLaNotte B&B in
the center of Recanati and a 5-minute walk from
school.

It's a wonderful experience to immerse yourself in
the language and | highly recommend it!

Debra Pinkerton
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PERCHE" RECANATI (cont.
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BEEES . S L aY N WA
Debra with the President of the school with
the prize, a bottle of local Prosecco

Word of the day:
Palcoscenico - (pal-co-SHEN-ee-co) Meaning: Stage

'l registi, palestinesi e israeliani, del documentario
vincitore dell'Oscar, ""No Other Land", che sono saliti sul
palcoscenico hanno dato un messaggio molto forte di
speranza e unita.'

‘The Palestinian and Israeli directors, of the Oscar-winning
documentary, “No Other Land,” who took the stage, gave a
very strong message of hope and unity.'

Idioms for March:

'Ho il cuore in Gola!"
"1 have my heart in my throat.'

When you are confronted with a nerve-wraking experience,
your heart rises in your throat.

‘Ieri ho dovuto parlare di fronte a tantissima gente, avevo
il cuore in gola!l’

“Yesterday | had to speak in front of a lot of people. | had
my heart in my throat.’

All'impazzata as in "il cuore mi batte all'impazzata'.
Again, when your heart starts racing because of something
exciting or nerve-wraking.

'Ogni volta che la vedo, il cuore mi batte all'impazzata'.
'Every time | see her, my heart beats like crazy.'

Recipe

This is how we made the crostoli for the Festa di Carnevale
Ingredients:

980 g. plain flour, 7 eggs, 7 spoons of sugar, 7 spoons of
Sambuca liqueur, 7 spoons of olive oil, zest of 4 lemons
Method:

Place the flour on a clean work suface and make a well in
the centre. Put all liquids in a bowl and mix, then add to
flour a little at a time. Mix with a fork, incorporating all the
flour. Knead the dough for about 10 minutes, cover with
glad wrap for about half an hour (have a coffee while
waiting). Divide dough into small portions and flatten sheets
in pasta machine, cut into shapes and fry in sunflower oil.

When they are cool dust with icing sugar before serving.

(Next month’s recipe will feature gnocchi)
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OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS. GRAZIE

THE GOLD COAST
ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB

COLLAS MORO ROSS . .
18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters
Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings
) _Ph 075539 9099 www.italoaustralianclub.com.au
Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
Web: www.cmrlawyers.com.au
20/47 Watts Drive

VARSITY LAKES

Brisbane Business Equipment
Unit 1, 747 Fairfield Road
Yeerongpilly Qld 4105

ITALIAN SPOKEN Ph: 07 3255 9500
E: admin@bbe.net.au
BRISBANE BUSINESS EQUIPMENT

Small Business Specialists E R A R D Contact us today

G
Specilists in SMSF W 07 55321733

Income Tax Returns or call Gerard direct on
Business Advisory 0412 753 339

www.wilkes.com.au

Retirement & Estate Planning info@wilkes.com.au
CHARTERED

ACCOUNTANTS
EST. 1977 Family Owned and Operated FOR GENUINE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE & AD

Financial Planning & Investment Advice ASSOCIATES

VICE

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
AUSTRALIA + NEW ZEALAND

Some customs

Confetti — coloured sugared almonds. White is for weddings and communions, blue for baby boy christenings
and pink for baby girl christenings. Gold is for golden wedding anniversaries. The almonds are wrapped into a
pretty bundle to be given to friends.

Number 13 is unlucky at the dinner table. If there are 13, the host will make sure another guest is found — even
asking a stranger, if necessary.

Spilling salt on the table is considered bad luck but if it is wine that is spilt, you are wished allegria (happiness).
It is customary to serve food on big platters so that each person helps themselves to what they want.
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