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DANTE NEWS 

GOLD COAST 

May/maggio 2024 

DATE CLAIMER 
 

Italian Rennaisance Alive 

HOTA 30
th

 March to 4
th

 August  

 

17-18 May Romeo and Juliet  

Presented by BIG Live at  HOTA 

 

June – Coolamon singers  

 

15 June – 7 July mid semester break 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Dear Members and friends 

 

Welcome to all new members.  I hope new students enjoy their Italian experience. Welcome back to continuing students.  

 

I hope all our members and friends who are in Ialy now are enjoying their time there even with all the crowds that I hear 

are everywhere.  Please send me a few words with pictures of the beautiful places you went to.  Handy hints for our 

students are always welcome.  Please make sure you have your Dante membership card with current sticker on it before 

you travel to Italy.  

 

Thank you to our Facebook Manager, Martina Medda, for our new Facebook page – Dante Social Gold Coast.  Some of 

you have participated in the two evenings that were organised recently.  The next one will be at Bumble’s.  We are also 

planning other social events and details will be advertised as we organise them. We always welcome comments and 

suggestions from our members.   

 

In 2014 our Life Member, teacher Luisa Liussi, started interviews of Students, Teachers and Committee Members, in 

basic Italian language so that all of our students could read and understand them.  Last month there was the interview  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

with one of our new committee members Jaquie Shelton and in this 

edition is the interview with  Nessy Pile, the other  new committee 

member.  If you would like to read past interviews, these are on our Web 

page under “Interviews”.   

 

Dante member, Lina Zaccaria, turned 90.  We wish her all the best for 

this special milestone.  Lina and her late husband Lorenzo were 

committee members, many years ago.  We would have committee 

meetings at their place in Paradise Waters.  

 

Cordiali saluti,    Giovanna Santomauro 

   Cav. Giovanna Santomauro, President. 
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Ciao a tutti, 

 

Hope you had a good break at Easter.  

 

We  had  Lisa Garratt from the Beginners 3 morning class donate to the Dante a new geographical  map of 

Italy. We appreciate this very much Lisa and it will be hung up in our rooms soon.  Grazie! 

 

This term sees a new Italian for Travellers group, a Beginners 1 and 2 starting and the return of Lingua 

Cultura e Società.  If you feel you are at any of these levels and would like to start, please contact me as soon 

as possible. You can join now! 

 

We are offering 4 week blocks of conversation classes  

for Beginners and Intermediate levels. Please enrol to  

ensure the classes go ahead. Please see below.  

You register for these on the website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Semester function 

 

We will have more on this in the next newsletter.  

We haven’t been to this restaurant before so should be 

 a good night!! 

 

End of Semester- Mini –courses 

 

The break starting on the 14
th  

of June will be of 3 weeks duration.  We hope that we can offer Mini-courses 

as per usual if we have a good response. Any suggestions for any courses you would like to see offered, 

please drop me a line. 

 

End of Semester break – 15
th

 June to 7
th

 July 

 

Immersion morning for all levels 

 

We hope to offer this for the first time during the break. More on this in coming newsletters.  
 

Any questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 07 5527 0797 or email me: 

ritalopresti@hotmail.com  

                                                                                 

                                                                                                  Rita – School Director 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ritalopresti@hotmail.com
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*NEW*    DANTE SOCIAL GOLD COAST  

 
Some students have asked us to organise social get togethers outside of the traditional Italian classes, just to chat 

together in Italian and English, in complete relaxation, just for the pleasure of spending some time together.       

Here it is!! The New Dante Social Gold Coast 

 

We had our first Dante Social at Double Zero in Robina and the second one at Roy’s by Gemelli in Bundall.  

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of these two beautiful evenings! 

 

The next appointment will be on the 15
th

 May at Bumbles Cafe at Budd’s Beach, in Surfers Paradise for a Pasta 

night.  For more information please check out the Dante Social Gold Coast on our Facebook and Instagram.  

 

Dante Social is not only for our students but for all members and friends of the Dante.  We look forward to seeing 

you at one of these! 

 

 
Photos above were taken at Double Zero Robina. 

 

 
Photos above and on the next page were taken at Roy’s by Gemelli 
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                                      DANTE SOCIAL GOLD COAST (Cont.) 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Alcuni studenti ci hanno chiesto di organizzare degli incontri fuori dalle classi tradizionali, solo per fare due 

chiacchiere in italiano ed in inglese in completo relax, solo per il piacere di passare del tempo insieme. 

Detto fatto! 

 

Abbiamo fatto il primo Dante Social a Double Zero a Robina ed il secondo da Roy’s a Bundall. Grazie a 

tutti per aver contribuito a queste due belle serate. 

 

Il prossimo appuntamento  sara’ il 15 maggio a Bumbles Cafe a Surfers Paradise per Pasta night. . Piu’ 

informazioni su Dante Social Gold Coast e sulle nostre pagine Facebook e Instagram. 

Dante Social non e’ solo per i nostri studenti ma e’ per tutti gli amici della Dante.  Vi aspettiamo! 
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INTERVISTA A NESSY PILE, UNA STUDENTESSA DELLA SCUOLA DANTE ALIGHIERI 

 E NUOVO MEMBRO DEL COMITATO DANTE ALIGHIERI GOLD COAST 
 

 
 

Dove abiti?     Io abito a Varsity Lakes 

Dove sei nata?    A Sydney 

Perché studi la lingua Italiana?   Mia figlia viveva a Londra e sono andata a trovarla lì e abbiamo 

trascorso un lungo weekend in Italia, visitando Roma e Pompeii.  

Questa visita e` stata l’inizio del mio amore per l`Italia e volevo 

imparare la lingua. 

Hai una città preferita in Italia? Per me, Firenze è una città meravigliosa.  Ho trascorso un mese a 

Firenze nel duemilaquindici e sono andata a scuola mentre ero lì.  C’è 

tanta arte e cultura a Firenze e lo shopping è molto buono, soprattutto 

per quanto riguarda la pelletteria.  
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Exhibition -  HOTA (Home of the Arts) Gold Coast  –    hota.com.au 

 

ITALIAN RENNAISANCE ALIVE Grande Experiences – finishes 4
th

 August 

   

To obtain the discount price of $25 for tickets, (this is down from $39 on weekends and $29 

Weekday tickets), go to the booking form, select date and time, and then type “Italy” into 

the promo code box. 

 
Witness iconic works like the Sistine Chapel, Mona Lisa, and Birth of Venus in a stunning digital 

multisensory gallery, accompanied by a powerful operatic musical score. 

 
Experience the beauty and brilliance of the Italian masters in Italian Rennaisance Alive, an immersive journey 

celebrating Europe’s  cultural rebirth.  From the creators of  VanGogh Alive, this mesmerising experience covers 

the 14
th

 to 17
th

 centuries, showcasing masterpieces by Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, Botticelli, Caravaggio 

and more.  You’ll be immersed in the era’s explosion of art, culture, architecture, sculpture and literature. 

Don’t miss the chance to be transported through history’s most influential artistic period.  

 

Saturday 30
th

 March 2024 to Sunday 4
th

 August 2024  HOTA Gold Coast 

 
 

 Il primo giorno di mostra , abbiamo visitato HOTA e la mostra,  con I’insegnante Ilaria e le altre studentesse. L’insegnante 

Ilaria ci ha scritto una mail e ci ha invitate di andarci.  

La mostra è assolutamente impressionante! Avevo già visto le mostre di Van Gogh e Monet a Melbourne l’anno scorso e 

due anni fa. Sono anche molto buoni. Ma entrambi erano opere di solo un’artista. Questa mostra di Rinascimento è diversa, 

includendo le opere di tutti gli artisti più famosi del Rinascimento,  quindi  il contenuto è più ricco. Abbiamo l’opportunità 

di  godere tante grandi opere allo stesso tempo! Alcuni dipinti hanno anche visualizzazioni dinamiche, con le mani o gli 

occhi che si muovono.  Questo fa sembrare il lavoro più realistico. 

Vorrei aggiungere una cosa, ammiro molto la musica, che comprende le arie più importanti dei maestri d’Opera italiani, 

cantata da alcuni cantanti famosi, come Luciano Pavarotti e Andrea Bocelli, abbinate ai bellissimi dipinti, è semplicemente 

una festa per gli occhi.  Ci sono stati alcuni moment in cui mi sono commossa fino alle lacrime. Vale la pena andare a 

vederla.  Lo raccomando fortemente!! 

          Helen Hu   (Classe avanzato 2) 
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 Film Review – La Stranezza  

 
The film La Stranezza (Strangeness) is a delightful comedy that 

is based around the Sicilian comedy legends Valentino Picone 

and Salvatore Ficarra who play Onofrio and Sebastiano, 

gravediggers and enthusiastic amateur playwrights for their local 

amateur theatre company in the Sicilian town of Agrigento. 

 

In the course of their funeral work, Onofrio and Sebastiano meet 

a mourner, a very distinguished looking gentleman who has 

come to their village and they invite him to the opening of their 

forthcoming play.  The play, which they have written hopes to 

expose to the public eye the corruption occurring in the town, 

particularly with regard the “extra” fees that families have to pay 

to officials to bury their loved ones. 

 

The distinguished gentleman turns out to be Luigi Pirandello – 

the famous Italian dramatist, novelist, poet, and short story writer 

whose greatest contributions were his plays.  He was awarded the 

1934 Nobel Prize in Literature "for his bold and ingenious 

revival of dramatic and scenic art". 

 

Pirandello had begun work on a play, for which he has created 

six characters but cannot find a story.  When he attends the 

opening of Onofrio and Sebastiano’s play, he hopes to obtain 

some inspiration, and indeed he does, resulting in a 

characteristically convoluted play entitled “Six Characters in 

Search of an Author”:  a play-within-a-play that the real-life 

Pirandello indeed wrote in 1921 and produced in 1923. 

 

I suspect that there is probably no historical authenticity to this 

film, but it is very entertaining and quite endearing.  The Italian 

is fairly easy to understand and there are subtitles.  If you get a 

chance to see it, I would fully recommend it.    

     Dr.  Brian Bell 

_______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Coolamon Singers on the Gold Coast will 

be presenting a choral concert in June that 

may be of interest to you. 

 

Their highly accomplished conductor is 

Italian Marco Bellasi and outstanding 

accompanist, local prize-winning pianist 

Ayesha Gough.  The Coolamon Singers will 

be performing, with esteemed soloists, 

Rossini's Petite Messe Solennelle. 

 

Details of the performance and how to get 

tickets are in the above flyer. 

 
_________________________________ 

 

ROMEO AND JULIET. 

HOTA THEATRE 1 

FRI. 17  -  SAT. 18 MAY 

 

 Immerse yourself in the moonlit 

 streets of Verona as artists from some 

 of the world’s leading ballet 

 companies guide you through 

 Shakespeare’s captivating realm of 

 love, rivalry and destiny. With its 

 iconic score, captivating sets, and 

 exquisite costumes, BIG Live invites 

 you to experience ballet like never 

 before. 

 

 

 
 

R.I.P. ALFONSO CERON 

 
Porgiamo le nostre sentite condoglianze alla nostra cara 

Ester e famiglia per la perdita del caro Alfonso.  
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  OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS.  GRAZIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 

 

Ph 07 5539 9099 

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web:  www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

20/47 Watts Drive 

VARSITY LAKES 

 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 
 

 

 

THE GOLD COAST 

ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 
 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings 

www.italoaustralianclub.com.au 
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