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DANTE NEWS 

GOLD COAST 

October/ottobre 2024 

DATE CLAIMER 
 

Italian Film Festival  
Brisbane 19 Sept to 16 Oct  

Byron Bay & Ballina  26 Sept to 16 Oct 

Italianfilmfestival.com.au 

 

Tiramisu` workshop 12th October  

 

La settimana della lingua italiana nel 

mondo dal 14 al  20 ottobre  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Dear members and friends 

 
I hope you are all well.  I would like to give a warm welcome to our new members. The aim of our Society is to promote 

Italian language and culture. September was a busy month.   Congratulations to the Sede Centrale for a successful 

Congresso held in Rome from the 12
th
 to the 14

th
 September. The theme was “L’italiano, luce nel mondo”. 

 

I hope you enjoyed the Italian films if you had the opportunity to go to the Italian Film Festival.  It finishes on the 16
th
 of 

October. Our Social afternoon, the first edition of “Viaggi” on the 7
th
 September, was well attended and we thank the 

presenters Pamela Conway,  Kym Dickinsen,  Helen Hu,  Deanna Nott and  Marco Hayward on Zoom from North 

Queensland.  We hope to have this again with different speakers who attended different schools in Italy and with Italian 

experiences to share.  Please let Rita know if you are willing to give a short presentation at our next “Viaggi” session. 

 

Thank you to Martina, Nessy, Rita, Jaquie and Pat for representing the Dante at the Multicultural Festival on the 21
st
 

September.  Thank you to Rita for attending the Studitalia presentation in Brisbane on the 27
th
 September. 

 

We wish our three teachers who are in Italy a wonderful holiday and a safe return.  

 

Our next Social event is the tiramisu` workshop and morning  tea.  We decided to participate in the Pink Ribbon 

Breakfast in October with a morning tea after the tiramisu` workshop to raise funds for the National Breast Cancer 

Foundation.   

 

From the 14
th
 to the 20

th
 October, we will be having a “Mercatino dei  libri”  as the theme this year of the Italian week  

La settimana della lingua italiana nel mondo is L’italiano e il libro: il mondo fra le righe .    

 

Cordiali saluti 

 

Giovanna Santomauro 

Cav. Giovanna Santomauro  

Presidente 
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Ciao a tutti, 

 

Thanks to all who participated in the mini courses over the break. As always a ‘grande’ Thank you to Martina who 

always provides these useful courses. Our next lot will be over the December- January break. 

 

I, as Vice President was invited to the Studitalia presentation for Year 12 students who received  a 4 week Italian 

scholarship to the Convitto Nazionale “ Paolo Diacono” in Friuli. This was the 30
th
 year anniversary since  its 

commencement. These scholarships are awarded to the highest achieving students in the state of Queensland.  They 

were  from Cairns State High School, Brisbane State High School, All Hallow’s, St. Mary’s Catholic College,          

St. Margaret’s College, and San Sisto College 

   
 2024  Scholarship students and Sponsors                                            Dante Brisbane and  Gold Coast  School Directors 

 

Italian for Travellers 

We will be commencing a new Italian for Travellers Course on Thursday evenings from 6.30 pm -830 pm starting  on 

the 10th October for 8 weeks. There are still a few places if you know someone interested. 

 

 

Dante Teacher News 

Three of our teachers are in Italy at present,  Eleonora,  Gaia and Charlotte.  Here are some photos of them 

 

 
   Eleonora in pizzeria                             Gaia in  Rome                                       Charlotte and Jax 

 

Semester 2 Dates 

       

Term 2       30
th
  Sept – 22

nd
  Nov         End of Semester Break – 23

rd
  November – February 2025 

 

Any ideas, questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 07 55270797 or email me:   

info@dantegoldcoast.com                                                                            Rita          School Director       

 

 

 
 

mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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VIAGGI 

 
On the 7

th
 September afternoon we had our first edition of Viaggi.  We talked about the famous  traveller, Marco Polo 

and showed a video clip of his journey followed by other  travellers who had travelled to Italy for holidays and  study. 

Guest speakers  were Pamela Conway,  Kym Dickinsen,  Helen Hu,  Deanna Nott and  Marco Hayward on Zoom from 

North Queensland.  Everyone enjoyed the informative session followed by afternoon tea and information sharing. 

Thank you to everyone who came and  to Rita, Judith and Patricia for your help with the session and afternoon tea.            

            Giovanna 
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                                       La vacanza 2024 della studentessa Deanna Nott 

 

Food, food and more food! From Lerici to Parma, Modena and Bologna 

 

Having searched online I saw many Balsamic vinegar tasting tours available for various Acetaia - factories 

that make our Nott family salad staple - but they cost upwards of €100 per person. I happened across a 

thread indicating that some of the higher-end Acetaia offered free tours and tastings, much like a vineyard 

cellar door.  

 

In a stroke of luck I found Giusti 1605, the original and best home of balsamic. Mr Giuseppe Giusti, who 

owned a local salumeria in the late 1800s, recognised that his family, which had been making balsamic for 

400-plus years prior, had the opportunity to commercialise it in 1889 - the year the Eiffel Tour was opened. 

He took several prized bottles to France for Exposition Universelle – for this occasion the Eiffel Tower was 

built – and the new marca won numerous gold medals.  

 

We booked online for a free one-hour tour. It was fascinating. Not only did we venture into the maturation 

farmhouse, we toured the museum, learnt of the history and tasted a dozen different balsamic vinegars …. 

all for free!! We also tried their delicious Vermouth.  

 

While there was no selling pressure at all, the deliciousness compelled us to buy two bottles to bring home 

some liquid memories of our day. One that was 12 to 15 years old and another yet older 20-year vintage. 

OMG. Words cannot convey the next-level flavour and experience of tasting quality balsamic vinegar. 

Soooo delightful … it will be hard to go back to Aldi’s Balsamic! 

 

Next, we headed into Modena’s centro. It was smaller than we expected. We parked outside the ZTL zone 

for a Euro and enjoyed an enchanting walk around town. We spied the gorgeous Piazza Grande and sat 

down at the Enoteca al Duomo to delight in two different types of Chianti (dry and sweet – sweet is the 

more traditional style) with a shared bowl of agnolotti with pancetta and parmigiana. We then saw the key 

sights - the Duomo and Torre Ghirlandina plus the military headquarters Palazzo Ducale. We also found 

the epic statue of Pavarotti and the locations where he sang in his hometown!   

 

It was then time to head to Bologna. This is a place where we will return to spend more time. We had a 

mere taste of this town – home to the oldest university in the world! The University of Bologna was 

established in 1088. Parking was a challenge here and I have a distinct feeling that we may receive a fine in 

the mail next year… we accidentally parked in a residents-only Blue Zone. While I always thought Blue 

Lines were ok to park and pay, it may not be so in Bologna...I’ll let you know in due course. 

 

Beyond its delicious namesake spaghetti sauce, Bologna is also famous for 62 kilometres of charming 

heritage porticos (40 km of those in the centro alone) and we enjoyed walking under them and indulging in 

a bowl of bolognese (honestly not as good as mine...but to be fair we were in a hurry and on a mission!) … 

 

Next stop is Tuscany – some new finds including Villa Machiavelli – all will be revealed next edition. 

 
           Deanna Nott 

(photos on next page)  

https://giusti.com/
https://www.leggimenu.it/menu/enotecaalduomo
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La vacanza 2024 della studentessa Deanna Nott 

Food, food and more food! From Lerici to Parma, Modena and Bologna 

 

 

 
Italian for Travellers students (evening and day class ) receive their certificates. 
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On the 21
st
 September we had an 

information stall at the MFO Gold Coast 

Multicultural Festival.   

 

Thank you to Martina, Nessy, Jaquie, 

Patricia and Rita for representing the 

Dante at this event. 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

AT THE GOLD COAST ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 

 

 

 

 
 

Dante member Ester Ceron who usually organises the Friday 

lunches at the Club is presently in Italy but we still got 

together while she is away.  

 

Would you like to practise your Italian?   Please contact me if 

you would like to join us.  

 

     Giovanna 
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  OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS.  GRAZIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 

 

Ph 07 5539 9099 

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web:  www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

20/47 Watts Drive 

VARSITY LAKES 

 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 
 

 

 

THE GOLD COAST 

ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 
 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings 

www.italoaustralianclub.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

Ogni settimana e` dedicata a un tema diverso, che serve da 

filo conduttore per un ricco programma di conferenze, 

mostre e incontri.  

 

La XXIV edizione dal 14 al 20 ottobre 2024 avra` come 

tema “L’italiano e il libro: il mondo fra le righe, con 

l’obiettivo di esplorare il nesso tra lingua e letteratura nel 

mondo contemporaneo, valorizzando al contempo il ruolo 

del libro quale veicolo del patrimonio cultural, valoriale e 

identitario italiano. 

 

mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
http://www.italoaustralianclub.com.au/

