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President’s Letter  

 
 

2021 ANNO DANTESCO - 700mo Anniversario  
Dear members 

 

Thank you to June,  Gino ,  Luisa and Maurizio for another successful day at our    

Matta Mattinata in Macchina Car Rally. Thank you also to my husband John for his 

help and support.  I remember the first one 30 years ago when we had people at 

different check points where entrants had to collect something.  June writes about the 

day on Pagina 4.  I hope someone volunteers  to organise future ones.  

 

As always, we welcome your suggestions and advice on further improvements and 

changes to our Society and classes as well as interesting stories that you’d like to see 

published.  I ask for your assistance in promoting our Italian language classes as word 

of mouth works best.  We will be starting another 8 week course of Italian for 

Travellers as soon as we have the numbers. You can still sign up for the Gnocchi 

Experience on  Thursday 16
th
 September morning. The evening one is already full!! 

 

Dante Alighieri died 700 years ago. His poetry is still celebrated around the world.   

You can go on the web site www.danteaustralia.org  to see which events were organised 

in Australia. Some of these were available online or postponed because of Covid .  

 

If you know any Italians who would like to learn English we can organise a few free 

lessons for them.  Italian Citizens who wish to vote for their Australian representatives 

in December must register to vote as they will not automatically be sent voting papers. 

(see Pagina 7)  

 

Thank you to the Dante students who came to the Ferragosto Lunch organised by the 

Gold Coast Italo Australian Club.  It is important to support the Club when we can. 

Cordiali saluti,    Cav. Giovanna Santomauro (President) 

 

 
  Giovanna, Franco, Rosa, Susanna, Giuditta e Pamela al Pranzo di Ferragosto 

 

DATE CLAIMER 

 

  

 

17 September 

Dante holidays 

 

Spring 2021   

Italian Film Festival 
www.italianfilmfestival.com.au 

 

 

 

The Gold Coast Italo 

Australian Club 

18 Fairway Drive,  

Clear Island Waters 

 

Phone 55751966             

for bookings. 
 

http://www.dantegoldcoast.com.au/
mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
http://www.danteaustralia.org/
http://www.italianfilmfestival.com.au/
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Our Car Rally- Matta Mattinata in Macchina  - was held 

last  Sunday. Great to hear that so many got involved. 

Grazie Luisa and June for all your hard work. 

Grazie to all students for logging in each week with the 

QR app on arrival at the rooms. 

 

Mini Courses for the September Break 

 

There will be no minicourses,  however 

teachers are in the process of discussing with their 

students if they wish to do an Xtra classe of the students’ 

choice over the 2 week break. If you have not attended 

class, it would be a good idea to contact your teacher and 

see if your class wanted this Xtra classe or not. 

 

It is imperative that the course is prepaid by Thursday 16
th
 

September. There is a minimum of 4 students for the class 

to go ahead. The price will be based on the number 

attending.  

 

Course Dates for Semester 2   2021 

 

Term 3 = 10 weeks 

Holidays  - 17
th
 Sept – 4

th
 Oct 

Term 4 = 8 weeks 

Course concludes- Friday 26 November 

  

Have you got friends that know some 
Italian or want to learn Italian?? 
You are our best advertising. Please direct them to the 

website or ask them to give me a call. 

We have a waiting list for the Italian for Travellers class 

but are happy to start when we have sufficient numbers. 

With those  who  already have some understanding of 

Italian and or have done some previous studies, we are 

able to insert them into one of the presently running 

courses.  

 

  Private Classes 
 

Private classes are always available. Please contact me 

or complete the request form on the website. 

 

  If you have any questions or concerns relating to the 

school :            Please call me on 55270797 

            Or      Email- info@dantegoldcoast.com 

 

                                      Rita School Director  
 

 

**The evening session is full but there are still  

 some places in the day session** 

 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 
La nostra Martina Barzan si è sposata. 

Congratulazioni Martina e Gavin. 
Vi auguriamo  tantissima felicità . 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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COSA FANNO I NOSTRI STUDENTI? 

 

 
Bellissime, anche con le mascherine! 

 

 
Le insegnanti Martina Medda e Charlotte Petrucci con gli studenti delle classi di lunedi mattina. Giovanna 

Santomauro presenta a Michelle Hoyle e Hayley Wills i premi vinti nella lotteria. 

 

 

Gli studenti comprano biglietti nella 

lotteria e festeggiano il compleanno di 

Marilena.  Buon Compleanno Marilena 

 

---------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

Peter e Margaret alla Matta Mattinata 

in Macchina.   Hanno vinto il libro 

“Italy”  
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MATTA MATTINATA in MACCHINA 

 
Congratulations to all the participants in our MMM (Car Rally) held on Sunday 29

th
 August.  10 cars (25 

contestants) were flagged off from the Dante rooms from 9.30 a.m.  Ten other people joined us at the Picnic.        

A special mention to the Dante founding President Nino Miano for joining us also. 

Luisa Liussi and I enjoyed setting the route, and preparing the questions (yes,  sorry about the few tricky ones) 

over a course of 26 klms taking around  one hour.  Thank you to all who gave us such positive feedback.  

Participants were met at the picnic spot of Davenport Park, Bonogin with a refreshing glass of Prosecco (donated 

by Filippo D’Arro of Italiquore, Brisbane) and the delicious assaggini made by Luisa.  Thank you to Tony Virilli 

for assisting with the marking of the car rally questions. 

 

John and Giovanna Santomauro prepared the BBQ salsicce (donated by Wayne Bunn of ‘Son of a Bunn’, 

Arundel) lunch.  John proved a professional on the BBQ  and  Giovanna provided her wonderful tiramisù for 

dessert.  A raffle (thank you to all prize donors and ticket purchasers) added to the takings on the day and with  

rally expenses being donated, we can report a very heathy profit of just over $600.   

 

Two cars came in with the top score of 25 correct out of 26 questions and it required some detective work to 

choose the winners. 

1
st
 place –  Frank Parisio & Roz Flint - the proud recipients of the coveted ‘Ferrari Award’, latest ‘Wheels’ 

magazine, Dante T Shirts and Baci chocolates. 

2
nd

 place – John Ellis & Stefania Scaratti – 25 correct answers – but drove 40 klms on the same course. Yes there 

were  a few ‘go backs’ to get that correct answer 

3
rd

 place – Maria & Michael Bowker-Perry 

Highly Commended –  Sue  Blum, Jamie Howie and Jan Kinkead  

 

Special presentations were also made to: 

David Elliston, Debbie Heiner, Maryanne McDonald & Kathleen Loxton -  for the Best Themed Car/Group – 

beautifully decked out in the Italian colours, and  Virginia Wilmington and Rhonda Carter – for  the Tartaruga 

(Turtle)  Award. A few misunderstood directions saw them arrive  an  hour or so later  than the rest of the field, 

but still with lots of good humour. 

 

Once again, thank you all for your support of our bi-annual car rally.  We have enjoyed them over many years – I 

have Luisa’s art work on one from 1991(the first we participated in)  and 2005 was the first Gino and  I were 

involved with organising.  It’s time for new organisers so please consider taking on this fun activity. 

             June 

   (Gino & June Moro – Maurizio & Luisa Liussi) 
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MATTA MATTINATA IN MACCHINA 

 
The Ferrari 1

st
 Prize was donated by Susanna 

Konigsberg.  Grazie.  

 
1

st
 Prize winners Rosa Flint and Frank Parisio 

 

It was a day of fun, friendship and adventure which 

will create memories. New friendships were made 

and the warm welcome by all was heartwarming.  

I look forward to the next car rally in two years.  

     Roz Flint 

 
2

nd
 Prize winners John Ellis and Stefania 

           Scaratti 

 

 
Highly Commended – Jan Kinkead, Sue Blum  

and Jamie Howie with Gino Moro 

 
La Tartaruga winners Rhonda Carter and  

Virginia Willmott with Luisa and June 

 
Best dressed theme – Kathleen Loxton, David 

Elliston, Maryanne McDonald and Debbie Heiner. 

 

The riot of colour of the unmistakable Italian flag. 

Bravissimi i ragazzi della classe Beginner 2. 

Un gruppo  con molto entusiasmo per tutte cose 

“Italiane” 

 

3
rd

 Prize 

winners 

Michael     

and Maria 

Bowker-

Perry. 

 

Gino 

consegna il  

premio a  

Maria.  
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COLLAS MORO ROSS 
  

46 Watson Esplanade                                         

SURFERS PARADISE  4217 

PH. 07 55399099                                                       

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web: www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 

 

 

FOR GENUINE PROFESSIONAL                      

SERVICE & ADVICE 

 

GERARD WILKES & ASSOCIATES 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Family owned & operated. Est. 1977 

Ph. 5532 1733 

email:  admin@wilkes.com.au 

P.O. Box 1932 Southport Q. 4215 

www.wilkes.com.au 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Car 

Rally, purchased raffle tickets, donated prizes for 

the raffle, the Prosecco and sausages. Grazie.              

Cav. Giovanna Santomauro 

 

Cav. Filippo D’Arro for the Prosecco from 

ITALIQUORE 

16 Bishop Street, 

Kelvin Grove, Qld. 4059 

Tel 0424 191 017 

 

Sarah for the raffle voucher from 

OLIVIA ITALIAN EATERY 

Robina Town Centre 

Level 1, Kitchens, Robina 

Tel 0478 808 802 

 

Alexa for the raffle voucher from 

PEPE` ITALIA DELICATESSEN 

Shop 13/1102 Gold Coast Highway 

Palm Beach, Qld. 

Ph. 55595671 

 

Wayne Bunn for the sausages from 

SON OF A BUNN 

PROVIDORE 

(for your catering needs) 

22 Wrights Place, 

Arundel Q. 4214 

Ph. 0434090408 

 

PATRONATO 

ITAL –UIL 
Per informazioni contattate: 

 

Giuseppina Zanda 

 

Cellulare - 0413953528 

Telefono Ufficio – 33579141 

Email: 

brisbane_italuil@italuilqld.com.au 

 

 

PATRONATO  INAS 

 
  

Per informazioni contattate: 

 

Marco Diotallevi 

 

3832 1306 / 0402 358 421 

Email: brisbane@inas.com.au 

 

 

 

The Gold Coast Italo Australian Club 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Marco’s Italian restaurant/Entertainment 

Phone 55751966 for bookings. 

 

 

mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
mailto:admin@wilkes.com.au
http://www.wilkes.com.au/
mailto:brisbane_italuil@italuilqld.com.au
mailto:brisbane@inas.com.au
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Happy faces of Coro ladies. Rehearsing in Piazza Dante while Club is closed on a Wednesday night. 

 

 

Ferragosto lunch at 

the Gold Coast Italo 

Australian Club. 

Guests from Brisbane 

were the President of 

Com.It.Es. Qld & NT 

Mariangela Stagnitti 

and Liana Cantarutti. 

In the photo with them 

are Dante Secretary 

and President, Anna 

Domaneschi, Giovanna 

Santomauro and 

President of the 

G.C.I.A.C. Robyn 

Wallace. The other 

photo is of Maria 

Barrett and her 

beautiful 

granddaughter. 
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* 10% DISCOUNT ON BREAD  

FOR DANTE MEMBERS 

 

Show your current Dante card at  

Rustic Mill and Saamaria’s                       

Café & Deli                                                 
2/16 Hilldon Crt. Nerang.                            

Phone 07  55967004                                

Mobile 0428029790                                          

* Discount not available on Italian sweets, 

coffee and other Italian products.  

----------------------------------------------------

THANK YOU TO                                     

CAR RALLY SPONSORS 

JUNE AND GINO MORO 

LUISA AND MAURIZIO LIUSSI 

JOHN AND GIOVANNA SANTOMAURO 

SON OF A BUNN 

ITALIQUORE  

PEPE`  

OLIVIA 

TONY CARNOVALE 

SUSANNA KONIGSBERG 

and  

FRANCESCA PARATO                               

for designing the new Matta Mattinata in 

Macchina flyer.  Francesca’s card and other 

sponsors’  details are on Pagina 6.  

 

 
MARCO’S ITALIAN  RESTAURANT 
GOLD COAST ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Sausages donated by Son of a Bunn 

  

 
Prosecco donated by Italiquore 

 

 

 

5% 

DISCOUNT 

TO DANTE 

MEMBERS  
Show your 

current  Dante 

Alighieri card 

 


