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DATE CLAIMER 
 

Viaggi 7 September  

 

Italian Film Festival  
Brisbane 19 Sept to 16 Oct  

Byron Bay & Ballina  26 Sept to 16 Oct 

Italianfilmfestival.com.au 

 

Gold Coast Multicultural Festival 

21 September  

 

 

 

 

    

Dear members and friends 

 

Thank you to Jaquie and Nessy for organising a lovely day for our  Ferragosto celebration “Matta Mattinata in Macchina” 

and everyone who participated and shared the delicious food .  Thank you to Sara Bologna  for coming to the Gold Coast 

to present “I Bimbi Bilingue”. Everyone found the talk interesting and informative. Thank you to all the Dante members 

who attended the Gold Coast Italo Australian Club Ferragosto lunch.  The Italian entertainment was fantastic. Thank you 

Frank De Bellis and George Vumbaca.  

 

On the 18th August I was one of the presenters of  the Italian Awards at the Gold Coat Language Speech Contest  

competition at Griffith University. Sadly there were no entries from year 11 and 12 students. Well done to the Italian 

language Conveners; Danielle Swainson, for the Primary Schools. And Scott Ham, for the Secondary schools. 

 

We will have an information table at the The Gold Coast Multicultural Festival on the 21st September. Please let us know 

if you would like to come  to help us advertise the Gold Coast Dante Alighieri Society.  

Cordiali saluti,         Giovanna Santomauro 

    Cav. Giovanna Santomauro. Presidente Societa` Dante Alighieri Gold Coast.inc. 

            
With Assisi Catholic College students, Ava and Eire in Year 8          With singer George Vumbaca, Robyn Wallace, President of  

and Brigid in year 10. Their teacher is Aldona Bernaitis.                    The GCIAC and Frank De Bellis, Musical director  
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Ciao a tutti, 

 

Our break in September is coming quickly. We are offering only Conversation classes for our Mini Courses. Two levels 

available. If you’ve been away or are a past student, this might interest you to keep up your Italian. 

 

Mini Courses in September             Enrol online or on the sign on sheets at the rooms 
 

Level – Intermediate 3 – Advanced 

When – Monday 16 Sept & Monday 23 Sept 

Time – 10 – 12 

Cost $30 per class Min 6 people **Course must be prepaid** 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Level – Beginners 2 – Intermediate 2 

When – Tuesday 17
h
 & Tuesday 24 September 

Time – 10 – 12 

Cost $30 per class Min 6 people **Course must be prepaid** 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
RSVP – Thursday 12 September.       Teacher – Martina Medda 

 

Semester 2 Dates 

 
Term 1:  8 July – 13 Sept      September Break 14 Sept – 29 Sept       Term 2: 30 Sept – 22 Nov.   

 

New Beginners 1 Class 

 

We are planning on starting a new Beginners 1 Course on a Thursday morning in Term 2, with Giovanna. This course 

is suitable for anyone who has completed the “Italian for Travellers” course previously.  Please let me know if this 

interests you. My contact details are below. 

 

Studying in Italy 

 

If you are going to Italy and would like to study there, we often get discounts sent to us from a variety of schools. 

Contact Giovanna and she can let you know what is available. However, if you wish to go to a particular 

school, again contact Giovanna, she can write to the school and see if she can obtain a discount for you. 

 

We have some of our Dante students who have recently travelled and studied in Italy who are willing to 

share their experiences with you. Our afternoon presentation is called “Viaggi”. We will talk about a very 

famous traveller, Marco Polo, listen to travel tips, travelling experiences and experiences at various schools. 

If you are interested in coming to this, book either at the rooms, email : gsantomauro23@gmail.com or 

phone 07 55395528. Bookings essential for catering.  

 

Any ideas, questions or concerns about the school, please call me on 07 5527 0797 or email me:  

info@dantegoldcoast.com                                                                            

           Rita   School Director        

                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

mailto:gsantomauro23@gmail.com
mailto:info@dantegoldcoast.com
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                                       La vacanza 2024 della studentessa Deanna Nott 
 

Food, food and more food! From Lerici to Parma, Modena and Bologna 

 

Following our time in Lerici it was time to venture back to beautiful Tuscany. We had to collect our hire car the day 

before we departed Lerici because all services seem to close on Sundays in provincial Italy! Given the early pick-up, 

we decided a driving day trip somewhere new was in order.  

 

I was concerned that our ‘rinse and repeat’ approach to this year’s Italian adventure may not deliver the same delight 

and pleasure as it did in the previous year. In fact, I worried it had been a mistake to try and relive some of the magical 

experiences of the year prior. Perhaps the feelings of fear had been heightened because while I did spend every minute 

possible relaxing and sunbaking in Lerici, I undertook this pleasurable activity while simultaneously listening to Mary 

Shelley’s Frankenstein. Perhaps this is the reason my heart and mind held such concerns. Her words and subsequent 

sentences, often complex, had filled me with an underlying discomfort … 

 

That said we farewelled Lerici on a local bus and were bemused yet happy that it dropped us right in front of the Avis 

in La Spezia, perhaps a good omen for the day ahead. La Spezia, while more affordable for travellers on a budget, is a 

port town filled with high-end boat and yacht builders. A somewhat dirty city, and one that I can only recommend for 

car hire. 

 

We booked our vehicle through Auto Europe, an Australian car rental company that specialises in finding great 

overseas car rental deals, and it has always provided us with a great value service for our Italian adventures. We 

booked a compact car, for ease of use on Tuscany’s often stretta strade, but we were ‘upgraded’ to a Jeep Renegade 

4WD - without reversing camera! Mamma mia! It was also a hybrid but we were advised to only rely on petrol….fuel 

in Italy is never a simple affair. Fortunately, Patric is very capable and is happy to drive anything so we made our way 

out of La Spezia full of excitement for the day ahead.  

 

We decided the night prior that given we  were so close to Parma that we should go on a day trip there. It certainly was 

worthwhile. Only an hour or so in the car and we found ourselves in the home of Prosciutto and Parmigiano! We did a 

little online research and discovered the best salumeria to go for a plate of deliciousness. Salumeria Garibaldi is the 

place literally on the edge of the Centro where Stanley Tucci went to sample genuine prosciutto. What a treat it was! 

Accompanied by the chilled local frizzante red...Lambrusco, the wafer-thin slices of prosciutto virtually melted in my 

mouth. The mixed marinated zucchini and 24-month Parmigiano went down a treat! . Our walk through the town was 

pleasant but it was clear that you go to Parma to eat … and eat well! 

 

Next stop. Modena and Bologna - and one of the best tips I have for the entire trip.  

 

Sometimes the best things in life are actually free!! 

 

We farewelled Lerici and headed back towards Parma again, but this time bypassing it to head straight to the home of 

Balsamic Vinegar and Ferrari - Modena.  

 

           Deanna Nott 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We look forward to the next story in Deanna’s travels and enjoy our armchair travel with  her.  You can check out past 

newsletters on our Website  to see her other  articles.  Deanna Nott, will be one of the guest speakers at our 

information session “Viaggi”  on Saturday 7
th
 September at  the Dante Rooms starting at 2 p.m. and finishing with 

afternoon tea in Piazza Dante. Other guest presenters will be Helen Hu, Kym Dickinson, Pam Conway and Mark 

Hayward.   Please let me know if you can attend.                                        Giovanna 

        gsantomauro23@gmail.com  or 07 5539 5528 

https://www.autoeurope.com.au/car-hire/?conversion=GOOGLEAEAU&campaign=2150&c=2150&aff=GOOGLEAEAU&utm_medium=PPC&utm_source=PPC&utm_campaign=PPC&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwp4m0BhBAEiwAsdc4aOeAcC67Aqra5lR-DfGhPO46viAmdkT9pMZY-wtJHLbYOCUJnES2YRoCO_YQAvD_BwE
https://salumeriagaribaldi.com/
mailto:gsantomauro23@gmail.com
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MATTA MATTINATA IN MACCHINA 

 

 

 

 

 

ERA UNA BELLA  FESTA! 

 

On Sunday, 25 August 2024, Ferragosto celebrations 

were held at the Italo-Australian Club at which many 

of the Italian Community and also many lovers of all 

things Italian and members of the Dante Alighieri 

Society attended. lt was a wonderful time of 

fellowship, food, wine and great music. George 

Vumbaca (The Italian Crooner) accompanied by his 

Musical Director, Frank Debellis really set the tone. 

It was lovely to see so many enjoying dancing to the 

music. The Club looked very festive with white 

tablecloths and decorations of olive leaves and 

lemons down the centre of all the tables. There was a 

roast lunch followed by giant Italian sponge cakes 

decorated with “Buon Ferragosto”. It was a great 

occasion to catch up with old friends and to make 

new ones. Buon Ferragosto!   

    Judith Roberts 

 

 
Maria, Judith e Nessy 

 
Susanna, Matilda e June 
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INTERVISTA A JASLAR PEARL 
 

Come ti chiami?  Mi chiamo Jaslar. 

 

Il nome Jaslar e` interessante da dove viene? Un uomo ha suggerito  questo nome per me a mia madre in un sogno.   

 

Sei di qui?  No sono nato a Melbourne. Sono venuto alla Gold Coast quando avevo 14 anni. Vado Avanti e indietro 

tra la Gold Coast e Melbourne. 

 

Hai famiglia in Italia? Nessuno in Italia ma mia madre viene da Salina. 

 

Dove sei andato a scuola? Sono andato alla scuola di St. Patrick a Melbourne e poi ad Assisi alla Gold Coast. Ho 

anche completato una laurea in moda al LCI College a Melbourne. 

 

Che lavoro fai? Sono uno stilista. Il mio marchio si chiama  “Jaslar Pearl” 

 

Quando hai cominciato? Quando avevo 8 anni mia madre mi ha insegnato a cucire . Ho sempre continuato a farlo. 

 

Cosa ispira i tuoi disegni?  La mia ispirazione viene da molti posti ma soprattutto dalla mia prospettiva dell’ Italia. 

 

Come vendi il tuoi  prodotti? Sul mio sito jaslarpearlstore.com or Instagram/tiktok/facebook @jaslarpearl ma qualche 

volta ho dei negozi  pop-up. 

 

Perche studi italiano? Studio italiano perche l’anno prossimo andro` in Italia per lavorare nel campo della moda.  

 

Cos’e` il tuo sogno? Il mio sogno  e` iniziare con un tirocinio in Italia, imparare  il piu` possible per  migliorare il 

successo internazionale del mio marchio  (brand) e nel futuro aprire un negozio fisso. 

 

Grazie Jaslar.  Buona fortuna! 

 
“L’Amore Vince Sempre”    You can check out his clothes on the web site:     jaslarpearlstore.com 

 

 

 

 

 

http://jaslarpearlstore.com/
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 I Bimbi Bilingue 

 

My daughter, with her Italian husband and two children, aged 2 and 4 years, are hoping to migrate from Italy 

to Australia later this year, so I was excited when I saw the information evening I Bimbi Bilingue advertised; 

here was a chance to get some ideas about how to welcome them, and help them settle in.  

  

Having grown up in country NSW in a family of British heritage with very few migrants - the Chinese market 

gardeners, Greek café owners … I had very little experience of languages other than my school French classes 

(taught by non-native speakers of French). Imagine my surprise and pleasure when I started teaching English 

in an outer suburb of Sydney in 1974 with 40 countries represented in the school enrolment. It was here that I 

saw the challenges for families for whom English was not their first language, and the lost opportunity when 

second languages weren’t embraced and encouraged in our society, culture and education system.  

 

Fast forward a few years and my daughters had the opportunity to “learn” Italian, or Lebanese at Primary 

School through games, songs, shared food, visits from parents and grandparents, and other fun activities. It 

must have worked as one of my daughters studied Italian right through to University, went to Italy and, as 

they say, the rest is History. 

 

I was interested and pleased then to hear Sara saying that the research indicates there is great advantage in 

children being bilingual, or multilingual. She emphasised the need for the acquisition of language to come 

about through INTERACTION with NO ANXIETY and with MOTIVATION as the key factor.  

I look forward to the richness of finding the opportunities to implement all these principles with my family 

when they arrive.  “Language is not taught it is learned” Many thanks to Sara and to Dante Gold Coast for this 

presentation.   Barbara Rawle 
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HINT OF SWING BIG BAND NIGHT 

 
Roy and Kay 

 
Vito, John and Graham 

 
 

 

THE GOLD COAST ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 

 

 

 

 
 

Dante member Ester Ceron and friends have lunch at the Gold 

Coast Italo Australian Club. After lunch they play some 

games. In these photos you can see the people at lunch and the 

ladies playing Rummykub. There was also a group of ladies 

who play Majong.  

 

Would you like to practise your Italian? Come join us for 

Friday lunch or just for a drink.          Giovanna 
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  OUR SPONSORS AND FRIENDS.  GRAZIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIAGGI 

 
2 P.M. SATURDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 2024 

DANTE ROOMS 

Information on travelling and studying in Italy followed by afternoon tea 

 

RSVP Giovanna – 07 5539 5528 

gsantomauro23@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

COLLAS MORO ROSS 

 

Ph 07 5539 9099 

Email: ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au 

Web:  www.cmrlawyers.com.au 

20/47 Watts Drive 

VARSITY LAKES 

 

ITALIAN SPOKEN 

 

 
 

 

 

THE GOLD COAST 

ITALO AUSTRALIAN CLUB 
 

18 Fairways Drive, Clear Island Waters 

Phone: 07 5575 1966 for bookings 

www.italoaustralianclub.com.au 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gsantomauro23@gmail.com
mailto:ginom@cmrlawyers.com.au
http://www.cmrlawyers.com.au/
http://www.italoaustralianclub.com.au/

